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As a Reconciling Congregation,
members of First United
Methodist Church have
pledged to welcome and
support all who want to
worship with us, regardless of
race, gender, class or sexual
orientation.

believing

thinking

Celebrating 50 Years
IN OUR 18TH AND JEFFERSON BUILDING

acting

FESTIVAL WORSHIP
Celebration Luncheon
Sunday, September 9, 2007

memo

Rev. Dr. Arvin R. Luchs

Oh, wad some power the giftie gie us
To see ourselves as others see us!
It wad frae monie a blunder free us,
An’ foolish notion.
Robert Burns, To a Louse…

The plea of that beloved Scotsman came to mind when I was reading the other day:
A recent Christian-themed movie was viewed by 2.6 million people and garnered gross ticket sales of $290 million.
That amount equals:
The annual income of 14,500 families who live on the poverty level in our country ($20,000 for a family of four.)
The annual income of 580,000 Central Americans living at their poverty income level of $500.
The cost of materials to build 3,876 homes in the Katrina-ravaged Gulf Coast. (average cost $75,000)
The cost of shelter for 116,000 homes in Central America. ($2,500 ea.)
Spending $20 on lattes could have provided:
Malaria prevention for one African family.
A drip irrigation kit for a subsistence farmer in Africa.
Supplements to save 240 children from Vitamin A deficiency.
Expending $100 in a month on lunches could have:
Immunized 4 children in an underdeveloped nation against diseases.
Purchased two school desks.
Helped drill two wells to provide water for drinking and cooking.
One (1) prepared hamburger in a fast food chain was produced using:
12 pounds of grain to feed cattle.
55 square feet of forest for the packaging.
2,500 gallons of water.
The grain could have:
Baked 8 loaves of bread,
24 plates of spaghetti
The water could have produced more than 50 pounds of
fruits and vegetables.
Something to ponder on a mid-summer evening!
See you in Church!

Arvin

ABOUT THE COVER PHOTOS
The Sanctuary transept window soon after
landscaping, c 1957

(Thanks for the statistics to The Living Pulpit, Vol. 16, No.3, July/Sept 2007 p. 24)

50 YEARS OR MORE AT FIRST CHURCH
Our website has a list of persons who have participated in the life of
this church for 50 years or more. Please view the list at
www.fumcpdx.org and let the church office know if you have any
changes or additions to the list by calling 503/228-3195.
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Dr. Lawrence E.
Nye, pastor when
this building was
constructed.
C 1958

Groundbreaking
at 18th &
Jefferson, April 1,
1956 Bishop A.
Raymond Grant (with
shovel), District
Superintendent Ed
Terry, unknown)

adults at first
sunday classes

FELLOWSHIP OF SEEKERS
The Fellowship of Seekers is an on-going adult class
that seeks spiritual growth through study and
discussion of writings by current and historic religious
thinkers. The class has just started, Inscribing the Text:
Sermons and Prayers of Walter Brueggemann. Books
are available in the classroom. Lively discussions are
led by a different class member each week. Sundays at
9:15AM in room 134.
CHANGING CHRISTIANITY
Join as the Changing Christianity Class studies
Bridging Science and Religion, edited by Ted Peters
and Gaymon Bennett, in room 202 from 9:00-10:15 AM.

poverty
innovators

STOPPING POVERTY FOR
GOOD, MEET THE
INNOVATORS
Classes will be held Sundays in
room 110 from 9:15 to 10:15 AM.
Sunday, Aug. 5, 2007
Fazel H. Abed
The achievements of BRAC, the world's largest
citizen action committee for ending poverty.
Muhammed Yunus
The global leader of micro-finance and insightful
innovator of finance and providing resources to
change the lives of poor people.
Sunday, Aug. 12, 2007
Oded Grajew
Brazilian manufacturer of toys who has created an
international forum to eliminate child labor abuse
and foster adherence to socially responsible
business practices.
Alice Teppler Marlin
A pioneer in socially responsible investing who has
become a major force in governing companies to
adhere to socially responsible standards up and
down the supply chain.
Two 10 to 15 minute presentations will each be
followed by time for open discussion and comment.

items of note
FARMER’S TABLE
Farmer's Table every Sunday after worship until the end of August!
Please come to the Courtyard to enjoy a cup of coffee, chat with
friends, and greet our guest refugee Meskhetian Turkish and Hmong
farmers. Celebrate summer with their beautiful flower bouquets and
organic, locally grown, freshly picked produce!
PRAYER CHAIN PARTICIPANTS
WELCOME
Would you like to be a part of the United
Methodist Women's Prayer Chain? It is
time to publish a new booklet and new
participants are welcome. If you would
be willing to serve our congregation in
this way, or have questions about it,
please call Evelyn Casey 503/775-9356.
HELP! ANYBODY?
One of the most valuable historical resources we have in the church
archives is a file of the church’s weekly and/or
monthly publications. Our current file goes back
more than sixty years! But, we have recently
discovered that we are missing two issues of The
Circuit Rider. It may be that one of them contains
information of interest concerning a problem
currently being researched. If by any chance you
have some old copies dated May 16 and/or May
23, 1963 (that’s right, 44 years ago) if you could
give them to the Archives (or even loan them to
us so we could make photocopies) your name, in our opinion, would
be forever blessed! —Dr Raymond E. Balcomb, archivist
DO YOU HAVE ANY OLD PHOTOS OF FUMC?
This summer, First Church celebrates the 50th anniversary of its
present home in Goose Hollow - our
fifth location in our 159 years as a
congregation! On September 9, as
part of the "Welcome Home" Sunday
festivities, we will observe this
anniversary in worship, in song and
during the fellowship time.
We have collected many photographs
of our Goose Hollow years for
display during the festivities, but
we're looking for more - especially
from the 1950s through the 1970s. If
your photo albums contain such
gems, we want to hear from you! We
promise to treat those cherished
photographs with care, and after
electronically scanning them, return
them to you safe and sound.
Please contact Paul Nickell, (503)-257-9109, or Paul Adams at the
church office, for more information or to make arrangements.
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the edge
thoughts for
the journey

Rev. Lowell Greathouse,
Minister of Discipleship
The issues of global warming,
sustainability, and earth stewardship
continue to gain increasing attention
in the world as we consider our place
in God’s creation. First Church’s
Planet Church Committee serves us
well by keeping these issues before
us as a community of faith. In fact,
there will be several opportunities
this fall to learn more about global
warming/climate change, food and
sustainability, etc.
As people of faith, consider these
words from Vaclav Havel’s book The
Art of the Impossible:
“I believe that we have little chance
of averting an environmental
catastrophe unless we recognize that
we are not the masters of Being, but
only a part of Being…We must
recognize that we are related to more
than to the present moment and the
present place, that we are related to
the world as a whole and to eternity.
We must recognize that, by failing to
reflect universal, supra-individual and
supra-temporal interests, we do a
disservice to our specific, local, and
immediate interests. Only people with
a sense of responsibility for the world
and to the world are truly responsible
to and for themselves.”

OUR PLEDGED GIVING
As of July 15, 2007
Anticipated:
Received:

$441,646.27
409,536.02

Please remember to keep your
pledges current during the
summer months!
Thank you,
The Finance Committee
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looking ahead
UMC HIKERS - JULY 2007 HIKE
Our July hike will be on Saturday, July 28th on the Oregon Coast. We'll meet in the
Tigard UMC parking lot (9845 SW Walnut Place) at 8:15AM to form carpools and
head out to Oswald West State Park, south of
Cannon Beach. The hike will be a 5-mile round
trip to the tip of Cape Falcon. The hike features
mammoth evergreens and spectacular ocean views.
Hikers should bring a lunch, snacks and water,
wear comfortable hiking boots and dress
appropriately for the weather. There is a suggested
$8.00 per person donation to the driver for
carpooling. Following the hike, Marge Terdal has
invited the group to come to their beach house near
Neahkahnie Mountain for some light refreshments.
We should be back at the church between 5-6PM.
Anyone is welcome to join us, but you must sign up to insure that we have enough
transportation available. Please e-mail Paula Justice at jpaula354@aol.com or call her
at 503 524-3737 if you would like to participate or if you have any questions.

FUMC CONTINUES TO
FEED THE HUNGRY
Donations of 400-plus lbs of food each
month have been delivered to FISH this
summer from FUMC!
Next FISH Sunday - August 5, 2007
(Bags will be handed out July 29th.)

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Art and Trudy Kayser will celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary on August 17th.
The family invites you to join them during Coffee Hour on Sunday, August 19th to
celebrate this milestone. A light lunch will be served.

THE FALL FROLIC
All-Church Retreat is a an annual event
celebrating the outdoors, friendships, God’s
beautiful world and all that makes us special!
Fall Frolic is for the entire First Church Family.
Camp Magruder is a new location for our 2007
Fall Frolic. October 12, 13, and 14, 2007 is a
three-day weekend for schools in Oregon, so
come early and enjoy the day at the beach.
Registration forms available at the church
office. Call for details 503/228-3195

new staff member

director of children’s and family ministries

ANNOUNCING: THE NEW DIRECTOR OF
CHILDREN'S AND FAMILY MINISTRIES AT FIRST CHURCH
We are pleased and excited to announce that Arden Bryce will fill the important role of
Director of Children's and Family Ministries in the life of our church, beginning Monday,
July 23rd. Arden brings with her a wealth of experience working with children and has
been a Sunday School and/or VBS teacher in several different church settings. Arden has
a Master of Arts degree in Counseling Psychology from Pacific University and has been a
member of First Church since April 2006. She is also the Co-Chair for Reconciling
Ministries at our church. Arden enjoys the outdoors, and her hobbies include camping and
hiking. She loves music and working with children and their families. Please take the
time to meet Arden and introduce yourself to her.... and Arden, welcome to the First
Church staff!

welcome!

fumy

first united methodist youth

FUMY (First United Methodist Youth) in North Carolina for Youth 2007. It was “awesome.”

friends of music
The Friends of Music of First Church cordially invite you
to a performance by the award winning violinist, Darin
Qualls, in collaboration with our own well known pianist,
Elizabeth Caswell on Thursday evening, August 2nd at
7:00 in our Sanctuary. It is said that, "The mastery and
passion of Mr. Qualls' violin sets any audience alight."
Mr. Qualls and Ms. Caswell will be playing a Copland
sonata and a Ravel sonata followed by intermission.
After the intermission they will do Korngold "Much Ado
about Nothing" then the Faure Sonata #2 in F minor, and
finish the concert with the Sarasate Carmen Fantasy.
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notes

our prayers

from the congregation

prayers and concerns

PRAYERS OF CELEBRATION FOR...
Paul and Debbie (Tate) Blastic, who were united in marriage
on July 14th. Carla Tate is Debbie's mother.
PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
David Jenkins, who is recovering from knee replacement.
Judy Rogers, is recovering, following surgery
Jim Jozwiak, whose chemo is delayed by low blood count.
Carol Howard, whose chemo treatments are continuing
Patrick O'Brien, who continues to struggle with health problems.
Ted Barber’s mother who was in a serious auto accident in CA.
PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY FOR ...
Rev. Steve Barrow, whose wife died recently. He is Pastor of the
UMC in Bellflower, IL. He is a good friend of Stacey Daley
CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR ...
Margaret Allen, Sadame Tsunenaga, and Dick Clark
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING IN
THE MILITARY ABROAD ...
Those serving in the armed forces and posted overseas include:
Daniel Bomberger, Jared Bomberger, Michael Panck, Karl Alger,
Vanessa Walton, Craig Kubala, Steven Johnson, John Lemmon,
Michael LeClair and Ryan Martin.

Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than
4:45pm on the Thursday before publication the
following Wednesday. The next Circuit Rider will be
published on August 22, 2007.

Bulletin insert information is due no later than
4:45 pm on Wednesday.

NOTE

NO AUG 8
Sunday service participant information for the
ISSUE

Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon on
Wednesday.

E-mail: office@fumcpdx.org or place in the Circuit
Rider box in the office.

AN INVITATION…
Olive Luchs, Dr. Luchs' mother, is celebrating her
100th birthday at the end of July. Arvin and Sue will
be hosting an informal reception in her honor on
Sunday, July 29th, 2007 from 2pm to 4pm at her
residence (Canfield Place, on the corner of Murray
and Hart Roads in Beaverton. Parking in the
residence lot is limited—there is street parking in
the Carolwood neighborhood to the south of the
building.) Everyone is welcome.
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