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Worship at 10:30 AM
Welcoming
New Members
A reception for
Rev. Dr. Lowell
Greathouse will
be held in Collins Hall
following worship,
in celebration of his
installation as
president of the
Ecumenical Ministries
of Oregon Board.

As a Reconciling
Congregation,
members of
First United
Methodist Church
have pledged to
welcome and support
all who want to worship
with us, regardless of
race, gender, class or
sexual orientation.
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LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH
BELIEVING

THINKING

ACTING

FORUMS AT IRST
Forums at First are an exciting way to learn more
about important issues of our day and how we as
Christians can respond to them.

Child care and a
light lunch are provided
at each forum.

Profiles in Service
On Sunday, May 17, 2009 at 12:15 PM, come to the Fireside Room
to be inspired by members of First Church who are living their
faith and passions in vibrant ways. Peter Van Hartesveldt started
Hart Mind Soul to provide young graffiti artists with productive
ways to express their talent and ideas. Ruth Green has spent
over a decade of helping imprisoned women transition back into
society. Steve Schell has worked tirelessly to transform the way
communities think about energy and the livability of our planet.
Fascinating people with fascinating stories.
the welcoming movement in our community
On Sunday, May 31, 2009 at 12:15 PM in the Fireside Room we
will examine: What does the welcoming, reconciling movement
look like in our larger community? How are the faithful from other
religious traditions working towards the full inclusion and equality
of LGBT persons in their communities? Most importantly, what
can we learn from these insights for our own ministry? The Rev.
Tara Wilkins, Executive Director of the Community of Welcoming
Congregations will lead a panel discussion of representatives from
the Catholic, Jewish, and Mormon faith traditions.
PEACE CHURCH FORUM
On Sunday, June 7, 2009 at 12:15 PM in the Fireside Room
the Peace Church Task Force will sponsor a forum. Rev. Steve
Sprecher, senior pastor at Lake Oswego UMC, will discuss the
statements coming from our United Methodist Denomination
relating to issues of peace. These issues were voted upon at the
most recent General Conference and appear in the 2008 Book of
Discipline and Book of Resolutions. Rev. Sprecher has served in
the Metro District as Superintendent and Assistant to the Bishop.
He recently completed eight years of service as a Director on the
General Board of Church & Society where he was chair of the
Peace With Justice Committee.
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Rev. Dr. Arvin R. Luchs

It caught me off guard. A pastor from another denomination pulled me aside. “I’m jealous of
your congregation,” he whispered, hoarsely. I wasn’t sure where this was going. “Uh, why’s
that,” I stammered. “Because your people are willing to talk about difficult things, things my
congregation avoids. If we even mention anything controversial someone threatens to leave,
or withdraw their pledge or get a new pastor. Your folks seem to talk together civilly. I don’t
always agree with where they come out—but I’m impressed they can talk together.”
He’s right, you know. We do seem to be able to consider challenging issues, question
straightforwardly, listen carefully and consider other ideas respectfully. It’s a gift that has
been developing for many years. As a result we have a robust schedule of “Forums” on cutting
edge issues from global warming, Israel and Palestine, same-sex marriage, peace issues, health
reform — the list could go on and on.
The seeds of such discussions were sown when Methodism was first cultivated — back in
the days of John and Charles Wesley. Their movement was founded around the idea of
“Holy Conferencing.” It’s a concept that is much broader than simply civil discussions. “Holy
Conferencing” is an attempt for a community of faith to open their hearts as well as their minds
and their words. It seeks not to convince others, but to discover and discern God’s call and
claim on our lives, our actions and our future.
Wesley’s followers gathered weekly in small groups—sometimes called “classes”—and
in larger meetings of leaders — to share the burdens of their hearts and to ask how God is
calling them to further the work of Christ in the world. They discussed not only matters of the
personal spirituality but the challenges in their communities and their world. Those times of
discernment—of “Holy Conferencing” played a big role in the Movement’s leadership in such
matters as fighting poverty, abolishing slavery and outlawing child labor, and caring for the
sick and imprisoned.
In a few weeks a number of us—lay and clergy—will meet in Salem for our annual
“Conference.” Our Bishop has been guiding us back to our Wesleyan roots by reshaping these
meetings into opportunities for spiritual reflection and meaningful discussion. This year,
for example, the legislation (which used to take most of the week-long session) has been
streamlined so that we will have time to focus on the bigger picture and how God is calling us
to be a partner in transforming the world.
We hope the dynamic of “Holy Conferencing” will be in the heart of the proposed restructuring
of our local church leadership. As you know, it envisions not two “boards”—or two
“councils”—but two “Conferences.” These are not intended to be “business meetings” — so
much as, opportunities for elected leaders to ponder the opportunities and possibilities for our
congregation and our mission efforts and ask the ‘big’ question of what God wants us to be and
how God wants us to do it?
Comedienne Joan Rivers used to begin her act by asking the audience, “Can we talk?”
I hope our answer is a resounding, “Yes!”
See you in Church

Arvin
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adults at first

sunday morning classes
Fellowship of Seekers:
God Has a Dream:
A Vision of Hope for Our Time
by Desmond Tutu
The class meets each Sunday at 9:15 AM in
Room 134.
Changing Christianity:
Christianity and American Democracy
by Hugh Hecklo
The class meets each Sunday from 9:00 to
10:15 AM in Room 202.
May 31 - June 28
Stream of Living Water: What Does
Ecumenism Look Like in 2009?
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united methodist women
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
All women are invited to participate in the activities listed below. We
strive to develop a supportive fellowship as we promote concern for
women, children, and youth at home and abroad.
President, Melba Rizzo, 503/635-6716
THE READING GROUP
The Reading Group will meet Wednesday, May 20, at 10:00 AM in the
Church Library. Pastor Greathouse will lead us in a discussion of Welcome
to the Wisdom of the World by Joan Chittister, a Benedictine nun. She has
received eleven honorary doctorates and is highly respected by leaders
of other faiths. Her thoughts will give us spiritual insights into other
traditions. Chair: Sue Fisher, 503/203-1445

May 31
What Are the Streams of the Christian Faith?
(Part I)

THE RUTH CIRCLE
The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, May 20, at noon in
Room 204. Our theme will be Sharing Memories. This sharing will
afford us an opportunity to know each other better as we seek to develop
a supportive fellowship. Bring a sandwich. Dessert and beverage will be
provided. Chair: Betty-Lou Hare, 503/292-1773

June 7
What Are the Streams of the Christian Faith?
(Part II)

THE PLANNING TEAM
The Planning Team will meet Wednesday, May 27, at 9:30 AM in Room
110. Chair: Melba Rizzo, 503/635-6716

June 21
Welcome to an Interfaith World: Informing
Our Own Faith Journey

THE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
The Circle of Friends will gather Wednesday, May 27, at
11:30 AM in the narthex. Together we will walk to the Native American
Rehabilitation Association Center to learn of their child development
program, Raising Our Seventh Generation. This program focuses on
skills to support the development of preschool children, whom they see as
blessings from the Creator. Plan to eat lunch out. Contact: Alyson Inouye
at 503/224-9103 or Trudy Kayser at 503/292-7528. Chair: Ruth Green

June 28
Ecumenism & Interfaith Realities:
Developing a Faith In the 21st Century
We live in an age that challenges our faith
in many new and different ways. The faith
landscape continues to change: Evangelicals are
increasingly engaged in community service and
the environmental movement. There are more and
more dialogues taking place between the world
religions. Christian denominations are continuing
to explore ways to find a sense of Christian unity
and common purpose. The “emerging church,”
which isn’t weighed down by prior historical and
theological debates, is trying to find its role in
the larger religious landscape. Yet violence still
mars interactions between faith traditions and
misunderstandings are still a part of inter-faith
communication. Today represents a time of new
opportunity and continuing challenge. What are
the threads that connect us to one another as
people of faith in this new age of information,
connection, and globalism? Join us for this
unique exploration.

THE SCHOOLS OF CHRISTIAN MISSION
The Schools of Christian Mission are “Our Best Kept Secret,” but now
we are keeping the secret no longer. All are invited to the nearest school at
George Fox University, Newberg on July 15-19, 2009. You can enroll for
either two or four days, as an overnight attendee or a commuter. The three
themes, all very relevant today, are: 1 ) The Sudan, 2) Native American
Survival, and 3) Food and Faith. Choose the study that is best for you.
Both men and women are invited. Registrations are now being accepted.
Call Melba Rizzo for a registration form. Scholarships are available.
A BIG THANK YOU
Thanks to all who helped make the 7th annual Quilt Luncheon a success.
We appreciate those who purchased tickets as net proceeds will improve
the lives of women, children and youth around the world. Thanks to those
who helped with ticket sales, quilt hanging, table set-up, food preparation,
luncheon serving, and cleanup. A special thank you to the First UMC staff
who supported the event and to the quilters whose artistic talents made the
day possible. It was a time of fun and fellowship. - from Trudy Kayser
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the edge

thoughts
for the journey

out and about at first church
places to go and
people to see

Lowell Greathouse,
Minister of Discipleship
Many of you were present for
Archbishop Tutu’s presentation on May
4, 2009 at Ecumenical Ministries of
Oregon’s 40th Annual Collins Lecture.
What a joy it was to be a part of this
special event. Archbishop Tutu’s spirit,
humor, and inspiration not only filled
the Chiles Center, but also touched the
hearts of all who were present. He is a
truly remarkable man. Here are some
more words to savor from his book
No Future Without Forgiveness:

Thursday June 18:
Historic Willamette Falls
Cruise and on-board lunch:
From the heart of Portland, travel deep
“Harmony, friendliness, community are into the soul of the American West
aboard the Willamette Star. Cruise
great goods. Social harmony is for us
the summum bonum—the greatest good. beneath five majestic bridges, enjoy
Anything that subverts, that undermines the spectacle of the Willamette Falls
this sought-after good, is to be avoided and a narrated shoreline tour of historic
Oregon City. A ‘menu’ lunch is included
like the plague. Anger, resentment,
and served on board. Meet at the Church
lust for revenge, even success through
for carpooling at 9:00 AM. We board at
aggressive competitiveness, are
corrosive of this good. To forgive is not 9:30 AM and the tour goes from 10:00
AM to 1:30 PM. Cost is $48.00 adults/
just to be altruistic. It is the best form
of self-interest. What dehumanizes you $43.00 seniors/ $24.00 children. Sign up
deadline is May 18, 2009.
inexorably dehumanizes me.”
(No Future Without Forgiveness, p. 31)

Wednesday July 15:
DIverse churches
Discover the rich and diverse cultures
of international origin through ‘inside’
tours of selected churches in Portland.
Colleen Foster will guide our tour.
Meet at First Church at 8:30 AM for
the parables of jesus
carpooling. Travel to Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Cathedral followed by a visit
to the Portland Mennonite Church.
wednesday From here we stop for a lunch in
Sellwood. Following lunch we visit the
night
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox
bible
Church. Return to First Church will
study
be mid afternoon. Costs are limited to
lunch and a suggested donation of $7.00
to be passed on to the churches visited.
This Bible study explores the parables
Registration deadline is June 15, 2009.
of Jesus. It is taught by Rev. Lowell
Greathouse each Wednesday evening at To register contact the church office at
6:00 PM in the Church Library.
503/228-3195 or e-mail Christine
Bostick at cbostick@fumcpdx.org.

bible study
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Oregon
Shakespeare Festival
Ashland offers every visitor a wealth
of exploration and discoveries. We
again repeat this popular excursion to
attend the Oregon Shakespeare Festival
seeing Cervantes’ Don Quixote and
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing
both on the Elizabethan Stage. These
plays are on Thursday and Friday evening.
Time is also set aside during Friday and
Saturday to visit the shops, galleries,
and parks that provide that extra charm
to Ashland … and ... the chance to see
additional plays. The visit ends with
attending the Sunday morning worship
service at First United Methodist Church
of Ashland. We begin our adventure by
gathering at 8:30 AM at First Church on
August 27, 2009, for loading and depart
on a chartered coach. Accommodations
are at the Best Western Bard’s Inn,
Ashland. The cost of $475.00 includes
motor coach transportation, overnight
accommodations for three nights (double
occupancy), light breakfast each day, and
tickets to two plays. Registration deadline
is June15, 2009 and requires a $100.00
per person deposit. Final payment is due
July 15, 2009.

church library
check out a movie

CHECK IT OUT
Did you know that the Church Library has
DVDs and other audio visual mateials?
We have some great new DVDs in the
church library for you!
There are two new DVDs from The
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe and Prince Caspian.
As a follow-up to the marvelous Sunday
service on Mother’s Day, take a look at
Godspell or Jesus Christ Superstar.

Summer Camp Opportunities
Dreamy summer days spent under the beautiful western skies are right around
the corner! Why not spend some of those days at camp? Summer camp is
a wonderful opportunity for children to learn more about themselves, their
planet and their God. The United Methodist Church hosts a wealth of summer
opportunities for campers.
If you and your child are interested in learning more about summer camp,
please visit the Camp and Retreat Ministry of Oregon and Idaho’s website:
gocamping.org
If your family is interested in knowing more about the First United Methodist
Church scholarships for camps, please contact Megan Humphreys-Loving.
503/228-3195 ext.227 or mhumphreys-loving@fumcpdx.org

youth at first church

upcoming events and happenings



We want to give a special
thank you to the Veritas and
Soundseekers choirs,
under the direction of
Ronnee Edwards, for the
amazing presentation of excerpts from Godspell. Thanks
also to the musical combo of
Rick Walton on guitar, Greg
Henion on drums, and Jonas
Nordwall at the piano. Job
well done!

YOUTH SQUAD BEACH RETREAT
The Youth Squad is going to the beach on May 15, 16 and 17, 2009.
We’ll be leaving from the church parking lot around 4:30 PM on
Friday and coming back around 1:00 PM on Sunday. Cost is $65.00.
MISSION TRIP
Youth Squad is going to The Campbell Farm near Yakima,
Washington from August 2-7, 2009, for this summer’s mission trip.
Each day will bring different types of mission work in the Yakima
valley. Whether it’s at the soup kitchen at the Union Gospel Mission,
sorting food at the Yakima Valley Food Bank, painting peoples houses
or simply working on the farm, it promises to be a rewarding trip for
our youth. The total cost is $280, a $75 deposit is required to hold
your spot.
For more info on youth programs at First Church, contact:
Paul Adams at padams@fumc.pdx.org.

farmer’s table
begins
May 31, 2009

On Sunday, May 31, 2009, come discover beautiful bouquets of spring
flowers and fresh lettuce, spinach, bok choy, sugar and snap peas at the
Farmer’s Table near Collins Hall. Welcome back our farmer, Yua Lo,
Hmong refugee who has a talent for growing gorgeous flowers and
delicious vegetables. Lower your carbon footprint by buying locally
grown food.

Our Farmer’s Table is sponsored by our own
Planet Church with the help of the Interfaith Food
Thanks to the generosity of Yua Lo and members of First Church, we will and Farms Partnership of Ecumenical Ministries
be donating some of the Farmer’s Table produce to the Northwest Portland of Oregon.
Ministries Food Box and sending flowers to area nursing homes.
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Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The
next Circuit Rider will be published on May 27 2009.
Bulletin insert information
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.
Sunday service participant
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon
on Wednesday.
E-mail:
office@fumcpdx.org
The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at
http://www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter
The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

our prayers

prayers and concerns

PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY FOR ...
Rachel Wedman in the death of her son, John Wedman,
John died on May 1, 2009 ...
The family of Mary Kay Booth, Mary Kay died on
May 9, 2009 in a Seattle hospital. She was the grandniece
of George Reinmiller and granddaughter of Jim Booth,
Director of Willamette University Alumni Affairs ...
PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Lyle Iverson, who is undergoing medical treatments ...
Ann Lindgren, who is recovering at home following
surgery on May 4, 2009.
CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR ...
Bernie Cook, Carol Howard ...
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING
IN THE MILITARY ABROAD ...
Karl Alger, Jared Bomberger, Daniel Bomberger,
Ian Kalgren, Steven Johnson, and Michael Panck

thank you

to the congregation

the weiss family
To our First Church Friends,
Your compassionate concern for us and for our family at
the time of David’s death was incredibly comforting. It
helped us get through some very difficult days. Beautiful
cards of sympathy, assurance of your prayers, flowers,
food and phone calls- all made it possible for us to bear
our sorrow, and we thank all of you in our first Church
family for your gifts of love. You are truly people God’s
light shines through!
Bob and Joanne Weiss
FOR YOUR GENEROUS RESPONSE
Thank you to all who responded to our appeal for closing
our budget gap. We have received gifts and pledges
totaling $22,428. That will help tremendously in helping
us meet our expenses. That does leave a difference
of nearly $40,000 that will have to be met by cutting
expenses, again. Please use the card in the pew to add
your support to that of those who have already responded,
as you are able.

