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As a Reconciling  
Congregation,  
members of  
First United  

Methodist Church  
have pledged to  

welcome and support  
all who want to worship  
with us, regardless of  
race, gender, class or  
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH
BELIEVING  THINKING  ACTING

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
Sunday, June 7
Peace with Justice  
Sunday

Peace Church Forum

June 10-14 
Oregon-Idaho Annual 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church  
in Salem, OR

Sunday, June 14
Laity Sunday 
 
Pride Parade 

hanks
VOLUNTEER
RECOGNITION
SUNDAY

On Sunday, June 7, 2009 in our 
10:30 AM worship service we will 
honor three volunteers who person-
ify the First UMC spirit of giving as 
Volunteers of the Year. It is among 
the hardest choices we make, there 
are so many who give so much! 
Each year we give the following 
awards: 
 
The Guy Wheaton Award  
for service within the life of our 
congregation.
 
The Lewis Hughes Award  
for service to the community and 
the world.  
 
The Wesley Spirit Award  
is given to a member who  
exemplifies both a deep personal 
faith and a spirit of joy and service.

There will be a special reception in 
the Commons following worship. 

T

aityLSUNDAY
June 14, 2009
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Rev. Dr. Arvin R. Luchs
memo

“Ranger Dave” still had so much to share to leave us so soon.   
 
In March we paused to remember and celebrate the brief life of David Weiss, the son of Bob and JoAnn Weiss. 
David died unexpectedly in his sleep at just 43 years of age. He had grown up among us, moved to Olympia, 
Washington for college, finally settling in Carson, Washington to be closer to his job as an Interpretative Ranger 
at Bonneville Dam. But he never really left us: his membership was still here, as was a piece of his heart. I last 
greeted him after last December’s snowy, Christmas eve service. 
 
David loved his work because he loved nature and he excelled at helping others discover his passion. He 
experienced God there. How do I know? He told us—indeed told the world. At his memorial here and again at a 
gathering at Bonneville, David’s friends shared a brief reflection he had written that was posted on the website of 
National Public Radio’s Speaking of Faith.  His life-long friend, Paul Terdal, encouraged me to share it with you.  

David’s Reflection: 
The Whole Is Greater Than Its Parts  

January 1, 2007

I am blessed to live and work in the Columbia River Gorge where I work as a park ranger at Bonneville 
Lock & Dam. I work with an organization that promotes learning about our local ecosystems and 
practicing good stewardship. Some might question my practicing environmentalism while working for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at a hydroelectric dam on a river with endangered salmon. My job as 
a park ranger allows me to help people explore and learn about the significance of the Columbia River 
and the impact of human activity on the river environment. At the dam, I can show people the salmon 
swimming up the river and tell the stories of their incredible lives.  
 
The Columbia Gorge Ecology Institute is a wonderful organization that gets into the schools and teaches 
the science of ecology in both fun and interactive ways. I feel our most important goal is to instill in the 
student a sense of wonder about what they can find in the forests in their own back yard. By helping 
each other explore the wonders of this world we may gain the knowledge and appreciation needed to 
preserve it for all life.  
 
I grew up in a Methodist Church. The church and many members are very supportive of environmental 
and social issues. These days because of work schedules and where I now live I am not very active 
in the church. My spiritual path has been influenced by my studies and work learning about biology, 
ecology, and natural history. I remember working at a children’s museum where we could see the bees 
inside a bee hive. I learned that bees communicate with each other through dance. One bee can tell 
others where it got pollen by moving in certain ways (figure eights etc.). That, and other observations 
have shown me how truly miraculous creation is. When I look closely I am convinced the whole is much 
greater than just the sum of its parts. That whole, including you and me, is all a part of God. 

David Weiss, Carson, WA (Listens to SOF OnDemand)

Thanks, Ranger Dave, for helping us discover something deeper: not only in our world, but in our souls!

See you in Church, 

Arvin
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Fellowship oF seekers: 
God has a Dream:  
A Vision of hope for our Time  
by Desmond Tutu 
The class meets each Sunday at 9:15 AM in  
Room 134. 
  
May 31 - June 28 
sTreAms oF liVinG wATer: whAT 
Does ecumenism look like in 2009? 
The class meets each Sunday at 9:15 AM in the 
Fireside Room. 
 
May 31  
What Are the Streams of the Christian Faith?  
(Part I) 
 
June 7  
What Are the Streams of the Christian Faith?  
(Part II) 
 
June 21   
Welcome to an Interfaith World: Informing 
Our Own Faith Journey  
 
June 28   
Ecumenism & Interfaith Realities:  
Developing a Faith In the 21st Century 
 
There are more and more dialogues taking 
place between the world religions. Christian 
denominations are continuing to explore ways 
to find a sense of Christian unity and common 
purpose. The “emerging church,” which 
isn’t weighed down by prior historical and 
theological debates, is trying to find its role in 
the larger religious landscape. Yet violence still 
mars interactions between faith traditions and 
misunderstandings are still a part of inter-faith 
communication. Today represents a time of new 
opportunity and continuing challenge. Come 
and examine the threads that connect us to one 
another as people of faith in this new age of 
information, connection, and globalism.

uniTeD meThoDisT women 
All women are invited to participate in the activities listed below. We 
strive to develop a supportive fellowship as we promote concern for 
women, children, and youth at home and abroad.  
President, Melba Rizzo, 503/635-6716  
 
June uniT GATherinG  
On Wednesday, June 03 at 10:45 AM (please note the new time) we will 
gather in Room 202 for a Picnic Celebration, End of Year Remembrances, 
and Installation of the 2009-2010 Planning Team. Gather the Fragments, 
led by Colleen Foster, will help us recall the memorable moments of our 
UMW year. The Planning Team for the coming year will be installed by 
Pat Brockman. Bring a salad to share. Table service will be provided.  
 
ATTenTion QuilTers  
All who are interested in quilting are invited to Room 202 at 1:00 PM on 
the following Wednesdays, June 3, June 17, and June 24. Jan Fornan, an 
expert quilter and teacher, will carefully guide us through these beginning 
sessions. The first project will be a wall hanging using your own choice 
of fabric and block design. For further information, contact Marion 
Hollenberg at 503/640-3270.  
 
The ruTh circle 
The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, June 10 (Note that this is the 
second Wednesday) at 12:00 PM in Room 204. Come, help plan our 
programs for next year. Bring a sandwich. Dessert and beverage will be 
provided. Chair: Betty Lou Hare at 503/292-1773  
 
The schools oF chrisTiAn mission 
The Schools of Christian Mission are “our best kept secret.” Now we 
are keeping the secret no longer! All are invited to the nearest school at 
George Fox University, Newberg on July 15-19, 2009. You can enroll for 
either two or four days, as an overnight attendee or a commuter. The three 
themes are all very relevant today: 
1. The Sudan 
2.  Native American Survival 
3. Food and Faith. Choose the study that is best for you.  
 
Both men and women are invited. Registrations are now being accepted. 
Call Melba Rizzo or Trudy Kayser for a registration form. Scholarships 
are available. 

adults at first umw
sunday morning classes united methodist women

2009 AnnuAl conFerence 
The Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church will 
be meeting at Willamette University in Salem, Oregon, June 10-14, 2009. 
Cheryl Bittle, Bill Birge, and Corrine Frohlick are elected members from 
First Church, as well as Dr. Luchs and Dr. Greathouse. Please keep the 
work of annual conference in your thoughts and prayers .... and remember 
that Laity Sunday will be on Sunday, June 14, 2009.

know AnY GrADuATes? 
It is that time of year again, when we are 
seeking information about those graduating 
from college or receiving degrees from institutes 
of higher learning. If you have this information, 
please contact the church office at office@
fumcpdx.org with names and dates. Thank you.
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lowell Greathouse, 
minister of Discipleship 
As Memorial Day approaches, my 
mind always turns to thoughts of my 
parents and what I learned from them 
during their lifetime. Perhaps the 
most important thing I learned wasn’t 
something that they said, but something 
I saw in how they acted toward other 
people. If I could put it in words, it 
would go something like this: At the end 
of my encounter with another person 
did I help enhance their sense of joy, 
hope, blessing and the feeling of support 
from others .... or did I diminish their 
spirit, block their path forward, or make 
them feel harshly judged or dismissed in 
some way? We always make a choice in 
these things .... day by day, encounter by 
encounter.  
 
While this is my way of saying what I 
saw in how my parents treated others, 
it is a lesson that they taught and lived 
well. Often in life, it is the lessons that 
we learn from those who take the time 
to care that are the lessons of greatest 
value ... and these are the lessons that 
we carry with us throughout our lives.

the edge 
thoughts
for the journey

out and about at first church
places to go and
people to see

church library outreach
check out a movie food bank

check iT ouT 
First Light, a new book by Sue Monk Kidd, author of 
The Secret Life of Bees, offers thoughtful, moving, often 
luminous meditations on faith, family, death, and love; on 
compassion, solitude and grace.  
 
Christianity and American Democracy, by Hugh Heclo, 
argues that not only does American democracy have a 
Christianity problem, but Christianity has a democracy 
problem. He believes that the successful American 
confluence of Christianity and democracy has been under 
grave threat since the 1960s. Three other scholars respond. 
 
Both books are available in the church library. 

weDnesDAY JulY 15:  
DiVerse churches 
Discover the rich and diverse cultures 
of international origin through ‘inside’ 
tours of selected churches in Portland. 
Colleen Foster will guide our tour. 
Meet at First Church at 8:30 AM for 
carpooling. Travel to Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral followed by a visit 
to the Portland Mennonite Church. 
From here we stop for a lunch in 
Sellwood. Following lunch we visit the 
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church. Return to First Church will 
be mid afternoon. Costs are limited to 
lunch and a suggested donation of $7.00 
to be passed on to the churches visited. 
Registration deadline is June 15, 2009. 
 
To register contact the church office at  
503/228-3195 or e-mail Christine 
Bostick at cbostick@fumcpdx.org.

oreGon  
shAkespeAre FesTiVAl 
Ashland offers every visitor a wealth 
of exploration and discoveries. We 
again repeat this popular excursion to 
attend the Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
seeing Cervantes’ Don Quixote and 
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing 
both on the Elizabethan Stage. These 
plays are on Thursday and Friday evening. 
Time is also set aside during Friday and 
Saturday to visit the shops, galleries, 
and parks that provide that extra charm 
to Ashland … and ... the chance to see 
additional plays. The visit ends with 
attending the Sunday morning worship 
service at First United Methodist Church 
of Ashland. We begin our adventure by 
gathering at 8:30 AM at First Church on 
August 27, 2009, for loading and depart 
on a chartered coach. Accommodations 
are at the Best Western Bard’s Inn, 
Ashland. The cost of $475.00 includes 
motor coach transportation, overnight 
accommodations for three nights (double 
occupancy), light breakfast each day, and 
tickets to two plays. Registration deadline 
is June15, 2009 and requires a $100.00 
per person deposit. Final payment is due  
July 15, 2009.  

VolunTeer AT The oreGon 
FooD BAnk 
Join us for a morning of fun and service 
as we organize and repackage food at the 
Oregon Food Bank on Saturday,  
June 6, 2009 from 9:00 AM to  
11:00 PM. To carpool meet at the church 
at 8:30 AM. In these economic times, 
food pantries are an especially vital 
resource for families in need. Contact 
Adam at aortman@fumcpdx.org to add 
your name to the list.
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summer cAmp opporTuniTies  
Dreamy summer days spent under the beautiful western skies are right around 
the corner! Why not spend some of those days at camp? Summer camp is 
a wonderful opportunity for children to learn more about themselves, their 
planet and their God. The United Methodist Church hosts a wealth of summer 
opportunities for campers. 
 
If you and your child are interested in learning more about summer camp, 
please visit the Camp and Retreat Ministry of Oregon and Idaho’s website: 
gocamping.org  
If your family is interested in knowing more about the First United Methodist 
Church scholarships for camps, please contact Megan Humphreys-Loving. 
503/228-3195 ext.227 or mhumphreys-loving@fumcpdx.org

reconcilinG minisTries 
Join Reconciling Ministries on Sunday, May 31, 2009 at 12:15 PM following coffee 
hour for our next luncheon and program. The Rev. Tara Wilkins, Executive Director of 
the Community of Welcoming Congregations will lead a panel discussion to include 
representatives from the Buddhist, Catholic, Jewish, and Mormon faith traditions. Bring 
your questions and your appetite. Light lunch will be provided. 
 
What does the welcoming, reconciling or affirming movement look like in our larger 
community? How are the faithful from other religious traditions working towards the full 
inclusion and equality of LGBT persons in their communities? Most importantly, what 
can we learn from these insights for our own ministry? 
 
Panelists: 
Rabbi David Kominsky (Reconstructionist Judaism) 
Genko Rainwater, Dharma Rain Zen Center (Buddhist) 
Joy Wallace,  Facilitator, Portland Coalition of Welcoming Parishes (Catholic) 
Jason Loyd, Director, Portland Chapter of Affirmation (Mormon) 
 
peAce church Forum  
On Sunday, June 7, 2009  at 12:15 PM  in the Fireside Room the Peace Church Task 
Force will sponsor a forum. Rev. Steve Sprecher, senior pastor at Lake Oswego UMC, 
will discuss the statements coming from our United Methodist denomination relating to 
issues of peace. These issues were voted upon at the most recent General Conference 
and appear in the 2008 Book of Discipline and Book of Resolutions. Rev. Sprecher has 
served in the Metro District as Superintendent and Assistant to the Bishop. He recently 
completed eight years of service as a Director on the General Board of Church & Society, 
where he was chair of the Peace With Justice Committee. 
 
proFiles in serVice Forum series 
On Sunday, June 28, 2009, come learn about the astounding, inspiring efforts of the 
people that make up our church at the next Profiles in Service Forum. Whether they’re 
offering their time at the Cancer Center of Good Samaritan Hospital, working with the 
government to address children’s behavioral health issues, or counseling elders who have 
been victims of crime, these tireless, unsung people are giving themselves as balm to a 
hurting world. The forum will take place at noon in the Fireside Room.

forums at first church
check out a movie



our prayers pride parade
prayers and concerns reconciling ministries

prAYers oF celeBrATion For ...
Dan and Judy Bolliger Anderson on the birth of 
 Aiden William Anderson, born May 19, 2009. 
 Aiden is the great grandson of Ralph and Sally Bolliger ...

prAYers oF sYmpAThY For ...
Rick Rust, whose father Ralph Rust, died in  California
 at the age of 92 ...

prAYers oF concern For ...
Earl Riddle, who is recovering following a knee replacement
 and subsequent heart attack ...
Elwyn Kinney, who is recovering from gall bladder surgery ...
Lyle Iverson, who is undergoing medical treatments ...
 
conTinueD prAYers  For ...
Bernie Cook, Carol Howard ...

prAYers  For Those serVinG  
in The miliTArY ABroAD ...
Karl Alger, Jared Bomberger, Daniel Bomberger,  
Ian Kalgren, Steven Johnson, and Michael Panck

Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on 
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The 
next Circuit Rider will be published on June 10, 2009.

Bulletin insert information 
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.

Sunday service participant 
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon 
on Wednesday.

E-mail: 
office@fumcpdx.org

The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at 
http://www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter

The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church 
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

porTlAnD priDe pArADe 
Be a part of the First Church contingent that will be 
marching in this year’s Pride Parade on Sunday,  
June 14, 2009. We’ll meet at church at 10:15 AM and 
take the MAX to the parade route. Please note that the 
Pride Parade is a week earlier this year


