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As a Reconciling  
Congregation,  
members of  
First United  

Methodist Church  
have pledged to  

welcome and support  
all who want to worship  
with us, regardless of  
race, gender, class or  
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH
BELIEVING  THINKING  ACTING

CHRISTMAS 
EVE SERVICES 
THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 24 

f

The Chancel Choir, organ and brass 
will present Francis Poulenc’s 
Gloria during the 10:30 AM 
worship service on December 
13, 2009. The work was written 
between May and December, 1959 
and was premiered in 1961 in 
Boston MA. It was last performed 
here for worship in 1985. Please 
plan to come and listen to this 
glorious 20th century music.

Friends of Music is presenting “The Pops of the Season” concert on Sunday, 
December 13, 2009 at 3:00 PM, featuring Jonas Nordwall at the Mary L. Collins 
Pipe Organ. Last April’s concert displayed the classical side of our rebuilt organ. 
This concert will show off the bells and whistles of the organ including the 
orchestral/theatrical organ in the middle chamber.  You will hear everything from 
Sleigh Ride to White Christmas and other memorable Christmas songs. The Chancel 
Choir soloists and our music interns are the “friends” that will help Jonas make the 
concert one that you will not want to miss! It will be a wonderful chance to hear the 
largest organ in the northwest and some of your favorite Christmas Pops played and 
sung. A donation of $10.00 at the door is requested.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2009

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2009A Service of Lessons and Carols

Gloria
5:00 PM
FAMILY  
SERVICE 
 
7:00 & 9:00 PM 
TRADITIONAL 
CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICES 
 
11:00 PM
COMMUNION 
SERVICE
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Rev. Dr. Arvin R. Luchs
memo

I don’t know about you, but my soul needs Christmas this year! 
 
I need to be entranced by fragrant evergreens ablaze with lights, limbs sagging with ornaments, 
glistening with tinsel and garlands. 
 
I need my heart lifted by the enchanting music of the season, awed by the majesty of O Come, 
All Ye Faithful, tingle with Joy to the World, and be moved at Silent Night quietly sung amid 
twinkling candles. 
 
I need to delight at the wonder in children’s eyes as they anticipate Christmas and be rejuvenated 
by their innocence as they first learn of angels, stars, wise men, shepherds and the animals. 
 
I yearn for the return of holiday cheer as people wish one another “Merry Christmas” with an 
extra lilt in their voice and hearts overflowing with good will and generosity. 
 
But most of all, I need to ponder again that awesome story of love which was born as a baby in 
the manger. This year, as much as any, I need the reassurance that hope is alive —God has not 
given up on us—but is eager to come again into our hearts and our lives.   
 
And so, I am looking forward to the next few weeks at First Church.   
 
 This Sunday will be filled with music—Francis Poulenc’s moving Gloria, Cherub Choir  
 and juBELLation bells—and, to top it off, a Christmas Pop’s concert at 3:00 PM.  
 
 December 20 we’ll remember the time-polished stories and sing together the familiar  
 carols and ask again, What Child is This? 
 
 On Christmas Eve we’ll revel in four wonderful services. A Family Service—complete  
 with a children’s nativity pageant at 5:00 PM ... our traditional Carols and Candlelight  
 services at 7:00 and 9:00 PM ... and a meditative Christmas Communion at 11:00 PM.   
 
I hope you will plan to join me there! And bring your family and friends! 
 
This Christmas, more than any in my memory, people of faith have been compelled to minister 
to desperate need with an outpouring of compassion and support. A most meaningful way to 
complete your Season would be an ‘extra mile’ contribution to be sure we can continue to 
respond without hesitation. 
 
Enclosed is a special envelope to facilitate your gift. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 
On behalf of your pastors and all the First Church staff,  I pray that you will discover the magic of 
this season anew and that your Christmas-time be filled with joy, wonder, hope and peace.   
 
May the blessings of the Christ Child fill your homes and hearts.   
 
Merry Christmas! 

Arvin
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leadership training

All women are invited to attend the following 
activities. We strive to develop a supportive 
fellowship as participate in mission with women, 
children, and youth at home and abroad. President, 
Melba Rizzo. 503/635-6716  
 
THE UMW BOOK GROUP 
The UMW Book Group has been invited for a book 
discussion and lunch on Thursday, December 17, 2009 
at 10:00 AM at the home of Sue Fisher, 3648 SW 60th 
Place, Portland. RSVP. We will discuss Gideon’s Gift 
by Karen Kingsbury.  
 
THE RUTH CIRCLE 
The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, December 
16, at noon in Room 204. We will have an Advent 
celebration with the singing of carols led by Ruth 
Green and an alto saxophone solo by Hazel Balcomb. 
Bring a small gift for the Christmas exchange as well 
as a sandwich. Chair: Betty-Lou Hare  
 
THE PLANNING TEAM 
The Planning Team will not meet in December. 

united
methodist womenadult sunday classes

first church youth

Changing Christianity 
How to Win a Cosmic War, God, Globalization, and the End of the 
War on Terror by Reza Aslan 
This class meets each Sunday from 9:00 to 10:15 AM in Room 202 
 
Fellowship of Seekers 
This class meets each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134

First Church Reads 
The Places in Between by Rory Stewart 
Join a discussion of The Places in Between by Rory Stewart in the 
Fireside Room, Sunday, December 13, 2009 from 9:15 to 10:15 AM. 
The book tells the story of Stewart’s 36-day walk across Afghanistan 
in 2002. Doug Force will lead a discussion of the book. 

SAVE THE DATE: JANUARY 16, 2009

NUTS
AND

BOLTS
Metro District UMC is sponsoring a training session, 
“Nuts and Bolts”, on Saturday Morning, January 16, 
2010. Workshops will be presented to help you with 
administration and running of your local church. 
The theme of the training session will be on Cultural 
Competency and will stress cultural diversity in the 
leadership of the United Methodist Church. Two 
persons with differing cultural backgrounds will lead 
each workshop. The training session will be at Portland 
First UMC from 9:00 AM until noon. Pre-registration 
(no fee if pre-registered) are due by January 6, 2010. 
Registration forms and a complete listing of workshops 
are available in the church office or at the Metro 
District web site: www.umoi.net.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH 
Saturday, December 12, 2009 - Mercy Corps 
Middle School youth will visit the Mercy Corps Action Center, 
12:30 to 3:30 PM. Meet in church parking lot and pick up in church 
parking lot. We will take the max down to the new Mercy Corps 
Action Center to learn about the work that they do around the world. 
Bring Tri-met passes or money for MAX tickets. 
 
Sunday, December 13, 2009 - Gift Wrapping 
Middle School Youth will offer a gift wrapping service after church 
in the Commons in Collins Hall. Bring your favorite wrapping paper 
and come to spend time wrapping gifts. We will ask for a small 
donation for the Middle School Youth Group. Youth are welcome 
to bring presents they would like to wrap. A snack will be provided. 
Bring wrapping paper you would like to donate/use to the youth 
wrapping table in Collins Hall before worship. 
 
Sunday, December 20, 2009 - Middle School Christmas Party 
Middle School Youth will meet from 12:00 to 3:00 PM Meet in the 
Youth Room for our Christmas Party. We will be celebrate with a 
a “Dollar Store Gift Exchange” We will draw names and decorate 
gift bags for our secret gift buddy. Bring $1 and we will walk to the 
Dollar Store on W. Burnside to select a gift. We will all come back 
to the church to exchange gifts and have lunch. 
 
Sunday, December 27, 2009 - No Meeting 
No Middle School Youth meeting on December 27, 2009

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Thursday, December 17, 2009 - High School Youth Group 
High School youth will meet from 6:00 to 7:00 PM on Thursday, 
December 17, 2009  in the Youth Room. Dinner will be at 7:00 PM. 
 
Holiday Youth Schedule for Senior High 
There will be no High School youth group on Christmas Eve, 
December 24 or New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2009
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GivinG Presence Tree 
Christmas has gotten a bad rap, and for many of us it seems next to impossible to reclaim it. 
Rather than adding one more item to your Christmas lists, First Church is joining a growing 
number of churches in trying to reimagine how we celebrate Christmas. Go to the Giving 
Presence Tree, located in the narthex, to discover ways to make this a relational Advent 
season for you and those you love. 
 
GREETERS NEEDED 
Please sign up to serve as a Christmas eve greeter. Services will be held at 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 
and 11:00 PM and your help is greatly appreciated. Greeting is a wonderful way to spread 
the joy of the season as we welcome our members and guests to these special worship 
services. Sign up sheets are located on the church office windows. Contact Nancy Bartow at 
503/297-1255 or nancy_bartow@yahoo.com with any questions. Thank you! 
 
ParenTs Day OuT, December 12, anD 19  
Our annual Parent’s Day Out dates are: Saturdays, December 12, and 19, 2009. Bring your 
children and their lunches to the nursery for some all ages fun from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  
There will be opportunities for crafts, music, reading, napping, and movie watching while 
you relax, clean the bathroom, or spend some time Christmas shopping. The cost is $5 per 
child.  Sign up now as space is limited. You can sign up in the nursery on Sundays, or contact 
Megan Humphreys-Loving at 503/228-3195 ext. 227 or mhumphreys-loving@fumcpdx.org 
 
GifT WraPPinG ParTy funD raiser, sunDay, December 13 
The middle school youth group is happy to provide gift wrapping services to the 
congregation.  Bring your gifts and gift boxes if you have them to the wrapping table in 
Collins Hall following worship, and we will wrap it for you. All donations will go to the 
youth group fund. 
 
LeT’s make chanGe, sunDay December 20 

Let’s Make Change will go to Operation Night Watch in downtown Portland. 
 
Office scheDuLe 

Please take note that the church office and building will be closed on Friday, December 25 
and Monday, December 28, 2009 in celebration of the Christmas holiday. Thank you so 
much to our volunteers and church staff who make so many wonderful things possible during 
the Advent season. 
 
GOOSE HOLLOW FAMILY SHELTER 
No season is more appropriate to highlight the work of the Goose Hollow Family Shelter 
than Advent and Christmas. We want to offer hospitality and shelter in a season that is not 
only bitterly cold but sometimes emotionally difficult. Check out ways to be that heart and 
hands of hope by visiting the shelter website at: goosehollowfamilyshelter.org. 
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celebrating the season advent
2009

LOnGesT niGhT service, mOnDay, December 21 
The Advent and Christmas season, for many, is a difficult time often fraught 
with hectic schedules and out-of-control expectations. When those are 
coupled with loss or grief we need the comfort of gathering with others 
who understand and care. A  Longest Night Service will be held Monday, 
December 21, 2009 at 5:00 PM in the Chapel. It is a time of worship and 
support for those whose lives have been touched by grief and loss. This 
service will be followed by a time of fellowship and refreshment. 
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At the heart of Christmas is GIVING!  And you’ll find it’s very easy to give the gift 
that keeps on giving, through First Church Alternative Christmas Projects.  For the next 
four Sundays your Outreach committees will staff tables in the Commons, to assist you 
in  finding the perfect gift those you care about. You can select from any of six carefully 
chosen areas of need. In return for your contribution, you will receive a beautiful, 
descriptive gift card to send, or to tuck under the tree for your loved ones. How’s that for 
simple!?

Projects selected from which you may choose this year include:
Goose hollow family shelter, which provides a safe environment here at our church, for 
homeless families with children 
 
The Ganta united methodist school in Liberia, serving war-affected children in Liberia.  
This project is also featured for our Sunday School giving.
 
manaus, brazil united methodist church Project, Manaus is an isolated area on the Amazon, 
where our  First Church Volunteer in Mission Team  will be working in June, 2010 
 
advent conspiracy youth corps Project, is an ecumenical project reaching out to at-risk 
students in Portland Public Schools. 
 
church World service Tree Planting, reforesting areas throughout the world which are 
threatened with becoming deserts. $35 plants 200 fast growing seedlings.
 
sisters of the road, serving nutritious meals in an atmosphere of caring and nonviolence

In addition to these wonderful choices, you may wish to shop for various unique items.  
Profits from the sale of these items assist people in need around the world:

December 13, Guatemalan Gifts, benefiting Los Amigos de Los Romeritos, a childcare  
 center in Guatemala City
 
December 20, Planet church will have Chinook Books, fair trade chocolate, energy   
 efficient light bulbs-- items that help our environment and our neighbors 

Check the narthex Bulletin Board for further information. 

every 
where

Alternative  
Christmas

Portland’s first 
united methodist church

2009

love can  happen

CALLING ALL ARTISTS! 
All First United Methodist Church artists are invited to show their 
work in the January 2010 All-Church Art Show. Paintings will 
be hung at 10:00 AM. Saturday, January 9, 2010 for two months. 
Bring one or two paintings to be hung, as there is room. Two 
dimensional art only. For more information call Sandy Wood at 
503/203.1359 or e-mail to spwood@comcast.net..

At the time of this writing, 
Lowell Greathouse is in 
Australia, at the Parliament of 
World Religions, so I am high-
jacking his column to tell you 
a Christmas story from my 
childhood.

Christmas was my father’s  
favorite time of year and over 
time our family developed a 
series of Christmas traditions 
... our tree was cut down in the 
forest rather than purchased from 
a lot, it was decorated with all 
blue lights and blue ornaments, 
Christmas present opening was 
done on Christmas Eve after a 
soup supper of clam chowder 
and crackers. The ancient story 
would be read from Luke and 
after opening our presents we 
would pass around every single 
Christmas card we had received 
and hold a Best Christmas Card 
contest. And for the first twelve 
years of my life, one of my pres-
ents was always a doctor’s kit. 
The first ones were simple, sugar 
pills and a plastic stethoscope, 
later they were more realistic 
to the point of being able to do 
brain surgery on Betsy-Wetsy.

One Christmas, I found myself 
in the hospital with a broken leg, 
break number ten or eleven. It 
was early Christmas morning and 
I woke to see my father sitting 
at my beside with a a “Charlie 
Brown” tree and a single blue 
ornament. In my groggy voice 
I asked, “Why are you here so 
early, daddy?” His response was, 
“Where else would I be?”

In the Bethlehem barn shepherds 
and innkeepers, may have asked, 
“Why are you here, God?” And 
Emmanuel replies, “Where else 
would I be?”

the edge 
David Jenkins,
Administrative Asst.



our prayers thank you
prayers and concerns expressing our gratitude

PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY FOR ... 
The family and friends of Robert Anderson, Robert died  
 on Sunday, December 6, 2009. He had been in 
 assisted living most recently.
 
PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ... 
Virginia Anderson, the widow of Robert Anderson ...
Marilyn Schuberg, who is suffering from respitory 
 problems ... 
Jan Switzer, who is recovering from a broken leg ...

WE CONTINUE OUR PRAYERS FOR ... 
Bill & Joan Hill, Nancy Nordwall, Marilyn Rinquist,
Jay Stewart, and Chet Thomas ...

PRAYERS  FOR THOSE SERVING  
IN THE MILITARY ABROAD ...
Karl Alger, Jared Bomberger, Daniel Bomberger,  
Steven Johnson, and Michael Panck

Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on 
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The 
next Circuit Rider will be published on December 23, 2009.

Bulletin insert information 
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.

Sunday service participant 
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon 
on Wednesday.

E-mail: 
office@fumcpdx.org

The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at 
http://www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter

The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church 
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

FROM SONJA CONNOR AND FAMILY 
Dear First Church Family, 
Many thanks to Arvin, Lowell, Kelly and David for a memorial 
service that was exactly suited to Bill – people were inspired 
by the words and by the music. In fact many have been singing 
We Are Called ever since. Many thanks to the UMW for the 
wonderful reception (more cookies than I have ever seen in 
one place). And many thanks to all of you for your incredible 
support and prayers over these last months. You are indeed our 
church in action!  
Love, Sonja Connor and Family

FROM REV. DAVID WEEKLY 
It is taking me a while to write thank you notes to all who sent 
encouragement and kind words as I shared my personal story on 
August 30, 2009. Your letters mean a lot to me and I continue to 
draw strength from them as the journey continues.  
Blessings and Peace, 
Rev. David Weekly 


