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CHANCEL RENEWAL
WORSHIP
AT FIRST
CHURCH

to begin December 28, 2009

10:30 AM
EACH
SUNDAY
MORNING
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As a Reconciling
Congregation,
members of
First United
Methodist Church
have pledged to
welcome and support
all who want to worship
with us, regardless of
race, gender, class or
sexual orientation.

Improvements to the chancel will include expansion of the chancel space, by relocating
the sound screens. Permanent, extra-deep risers, will be constructed and an enclosed
‘dock’ for the concert grand piano will be created. Access to the chancel will be
improved by creating both additional stairs and a handicap lift (not visible in the
graphic). Contrasting wood will define the edges of steps and we will refinish the
existing flooring. The project is expected to take a month to complete. We will worship
in the sanctuary during construction. On Sunday, January 24, when floor finishes will be
drying, we will relocate worship to Collins Hall.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM THE FIRST CHURCH STAFF
The First Church staff would like wish a “happy new year”
to the congregation. It has been a joy and privilege to serve
you and we look forward to another great year together!

memo

Rev. Dr. Arvin R. Luchs

I hope you and your family have had a warm and joyful Christmas. We’ve had a wonderful surprise. There was a
special gift for us all this year--literally just under our sanctuary Christmas tree.
Just a few days before the holiday, our Board of Trustees signed construction contracts to renew the chancel in the
main sanctuary. Contractors are planning to begin work on Monday, December 28 and complete it by the end of
January. During that time the nave, organ and sound equipment will be protected from dust and debris and, most
of the time, we will be able to continue to worship on Sundays in the room. On January 24, while the floor varnish
cures, we will enjoy a special service in Collins Hall! Weekday use during construction will not be possible.
The project has been designed by a team headed by Ravi Vedanayagam and included architect, Corey Morris.
They have been at work for over a year considering various options. Of prime concern were two safety concerns
and improved access. As far as safety: the choir risers—designed to be portable and temporary—have been used
continuously for two decades are becoming unstable. In addition we have been concerned about the visibility of
the edge of the stairs that stretch across the front of the chancel. Permanent risers, and a contrasting ‘nose’ for the
stairwell will address those matters. As for the other concern, after considering alternatives, it was decided a lift
would be the most practical way to allow access for persons with mobility challenges, and a new stairwell in the
northwest corner will be helpful.
The new risers have been designed in consultation with other choral and musical groups that use our facilities.
They will be both attractive and wide enough to accommodate musicians with cellos or basses. By moving the
sound-reflection panels back a few feet, we will gain both the additional room for the wider risers and some extra
room for bell choirs in the front. A space to house our concert grand piano will be enclosed on the southeast corner
(by the pulpit.) The altar rock will not be moved.
This project—while scaled back from earlier re-designs—continues the work funded by proceeds from the Capital
Campaign, Celebrating Our Past – Creating Our Future. Other improvements supported by that effort were
replacing the sanctuary sound system, replacing and improving the roof on the 300 wing and paying down the
mortgage from the HVAC replacement. Activities anticipated, but not yet fully funded, include a redesign of the
narthex and landscape improvements in Beckham Courtyard (a columbarium is no longer included in that area.)
If all goes according to schedule our Christmas gift of a chancel “make-over” will be delivered by the end of
January. Soon after, we will dedicate the renovation and remember a special gift toward it in memory of Mary
Naito.
Now that’s a great gift we’ll enjoy this new year—and many to come.
May you and yours have a happy New Year, too!

See you in Church!
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the edge
thoughts for the
journey
REV. LOWELL GREATHOUSE
Normally in The Edge I share a quotation from
one of the books I’ve been reading. This time,
however, let me share a bit of information
from my recent trip to Australia to attend The
Parliament of the World’s Religions.
This was a truly amazing event that happens
once every five years in a different part of
the world. At the Parliament, there were over
5000 participants, representing 80 nationalities
and over 200 different faith traditions. There
were 662 different, unrepeated workshops that
started at 8:00 AM and ended with a plenary
session in the evening. Each day was rich in
meaning and left you understanding life from a
whole new set of perspectives.
The Henry Luce Foundation made it possible
for 100 US seminarians to attend, the Obama
Administration sent a three person delegation
to consult with various religious leaders, there
were indigenous elders participating from
different parts of the world, as well as speakers
ranging from Hans Kung to the Dali Lama,
from Joan Chittister to His Holiness Sri Sri
Ravi Shanker . President Jimmy Carter, Karen
Armstrong, Thich Nhat Hanh, Diana Eck and
others joined us via linked connections.
The sessions were diverse and interesting.
For example, some of the sessions I attended
were entitled: “Science, Spirituality and
Overcoming Religious Conflict,” “One Voice,
Many Musics,” “The Voices of Indigenous
Elders,” “How a Jain Starts the Day,” “Applying Islamic Principles for a Just and
Sustainable World,” “Spiritual Education and
Interreligious Learning for Primary / Secondary Students,” “Shinto Prayer for the Sunrise
Ritual,” “Poverty Symposium,” “Reflections
on the Global Financial Crisis,” etc. The
opportunities were endless, and it was difficult
to make choices between so many options.
It will take me months to reflect on all that I
learned there, and I’ll share stories with you
from time to time. If you’d like to learn more
about the Parliament, simply go to
www.parliamentofreligions.org

adult sunday classes

Changing Christianity
This class meets each Sunday from 9:00 to 10:15 AM in Room 202
Fellowship of Seekers
This class meets each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134

umw

united
methodist women

All women are invited to attend the following activities. We strive to develop
a supportive fellowship as we participate in mission with women, children,
and youth at home and abroad. President, Melba Rizzo, 503/635-6716
JANUARY UNIT GATHERING
On Wednesday, January 6, 2010 the UMW Unit Gathering be at
10:00 AM in the Fireside Room. After the business meeting, both St. Paul
UMC and Northwest Ministries will share their experiences on feeding
children through the” Back Pack” program, a program that serves children
needing food over the week-end. Come, share with us. Contact: Ruth Green,
503-698-8420. At noon we will gather for lunch in Room 202. Bring a
sandwich. Dessert and beverage will be provided.
FOR YOUR CALENDAR
Saturday, February 6, 2010
Metro District Every Member Enrichment Event, First UMC, Portland

children & family ministries
Epiphany Baby Supplies Drive
Help to make the winter days a little
easier for homeless parents and children
by bringing a donation of baby supplies.
Currently there are many young children,
ages 1-3, who are staying in the Goose
Hollow Family Shelter. Items that would
be welcomed include: diapers, baby
wipes, baby powder, baby clothing/
outerwear, socks, child-size cups and
utensils. Please bring these items on
Sunday, January 3, 2010. Children are
invited to bring these gifts up to the front
of the sanctuary during the Children’s
Message and present them at the manger.
Friends and Fun: Karaoke
Calling all parents and friends! On Saturday, January 23, 2010 from 6:00
to 9:00 PM we will go to Voicebox for karaoke. Drop your children off at
the nursery at 6:00 PM and pick them up at 9:00 PM. The cost is a $5.00
per child. Please RSVP to Megan Humprheys-Loving at mhumphreysloving@fumcpdx.org by January 10, 2010.
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Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The
next Circuit Rider will be published on January 6, 2010.
Bulletin insert information
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.
Sunday service participant
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon
on Wednesday.
E-mail:
office@fumcpdx.org
The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at
http://www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter
The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

our prayers

prayers and concerns

PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Shawn Dwornicki & family, as she undergoes surgery
this week ...
Johnson Doe, who is undergoing treatment for cancer ...
WE CONTINUE OUR PRAYERS FOR ...
Virginia Anderson, Bill Hill, Marilyn Rinquist,
Marilyn Schuberg, Nan Schueler, Jay Stewart, and
Chet Thomas ...
PRAYERS FOR THOSE SERVING
IN THE MILITARY ABROAD ...
Jared Bomberger, Daniel Bomberger, Steven Johnson,
and Michael Panck

forums at first
January 2010

A FORUM ON HOMELESSNESS
On January 10, the Church & Society Committee will host a
forum on homelessness in the Fireside room at 12:00 PM. The
forum will feature speakers with three distinct perspectives on
the issue of homelessness: a representative from the City of
Portland will talk about the history of the Ten Year Plan to End
Homelessness and their progress so far; an individual who has
experienced homelessness will share their story; and a person
working with Portland’s homeless community will talk about
volunteer and advocacy opportunities. Following the speakers
there will be a short discussion on First Church’s role and an
opportunity to ask questions. All are welcome. A light lunch will
be provided.
world missions:guatemala
On Sunday, January 17, at noon in the Fireside Room, Juan Toj,
representing Salud y Paz Clinic in Guatemala, will describe its
mission projects, from an indigenous Mayan perspective. Your
Global Missions Committee will serve a delicious soup and
bread lunch.

