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As a Reconciling  
Congregation,  
members of  
First United  

Methodist Church  
have pledged to  

welcome and support  
all who want to worship  
with us, regardless of  
race, gender, class or  
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH
BELIEVING  THINKING  ACTING

f

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 

 
 
November 21 
10:30 AM 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

November 28 
10:30 AM 
First Sunday of Advent 
UM Student Day
 
Chili Feed &
Advent Wreath Making 
 

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

The smells and sights and sounds of Advent await you on Sunday, November 28 in 
Collins Hall. A warm meal cooking in the kitchen, the prickly pines of fir trees in 
your hands, the content feeling of love and light are all things you can expect on our 
annual Advent celebration Sunday. 

The youth will be preparing a meal of traditional chili, vegetarian chili, cornbread 
and brownies. The meal will start after worship, and will be served in Collins Hall.

You can enjoy this delicious meal for only $5 a person. The food will be great, and 
the company will be even better.

Your creative spirit is invited to join the Children and Family Ministry Committee 
and make an Advent wreath for your home this season. Meet in Collins Hall 
following worship. Bring ribbons, garland, or any greens you would like to add to 
a wreath for your home.  We will also be making some additional Advent wreaths 
to take to those who may need some extra light and love in their homes this season. 
Your donation of $5 for the wreath supplies is greatly appreciated.

CHILI  
FEED 
LUNCH

ADVENT  
WREATH 
MAKING 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28



YOU
ARE

INVITED
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Rev. Dr. Arvin R. Luchs
memo

Kids killing and maiming kids with handguns!  Drive-by shootings, nightclub shootings, gang conflicts, homes hit by gunfire, 
police confrontations are all too common on our city streets. Can anything stem the epidemic of violence?

On Thursday, Portland’s City Council will take up a proposal by Mayor Sam Adams to adopt package of actions designed 
to restrict youth and children’s access to handguns. Specifically, it holds adults responsible if a gun gets into a child’s hands, 
penalizes gun owners if they don’t report thefts of a firearm, creates weapon “exclusion zones” and gives police power to 
exclude offenders, creates a curfew for juveniles convicted of gun-related charges and mandatory jail time for repeat offenders.* 
It’s a package similar to ones adopted in recent years in other cities.  

Last week I joined a dozen pastors and leaders from a wide cross-section of Portland’s religious community in supporting the 
efforts of Portland leaders to stem the violence. I spoke for myself—though I hope many of you will agree.

Is it a perfect solution? Probably not! I’m not wild about “exclusion zones.” Efforts in the past few years to enforce such 
zones for other criminal activity had mixed results and there are unresolved questions about their constitutionality. There will 
undoubtedly be opposition from gun advocates who see any restriction as an infringement of second amendment rights. Some 
will offer alternatives—especially in response to gang activities. It may be a Band-Aid for a matrix of underlying  needs: 
poverty, racism, family and social forces that interact to create the dynamics of lawlessness and violence. (Our letter encouraged 
the Council not to ignore those.)

But it doesn’t have to be perfect to be a helpful way to commence a serious effort to make our streets safer, our children and 
youth safer, and improve everyone’s quality of life.

Our support is not so much a political statement as a moral one—spurred and reinforced by our faith and supported by our 
denominations. Our General Conference minced no words:

“Violence and, more particularly, violence to children and youth is a primary concern for United Methodists.  We 
recognize and deplore violence which kills and injures children and youth.  In the name of Christ, who came “and 
proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near” (Ephesians 2:17) and challenged all his 
disciples to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) we call upon the church to affirm its faith through vigorous efforts to curb 
and eliminate gun violence.”**

We’re not along in our resolve.  The National Council of Churches—through which I find common ground with the other 
colleagues in this letter—affirms:

“It’s difficult to imagine that the One whose own passion models the redemptive power of non-violence would look 
favorably on the violence of contemporary U.S. society. Present day violence is made far worse than it would be by the 
prevalence of weapons on our streets.”***

The Mayor should be commended for his efforts.  Portland’s City Council needs to hear a wide cross-section of both the 
wisdom and values we citizens hold in our hearts as they consider this initiative.  

Maybe if we act decisively we can reduce the chances kids in the future will be killed by kids with guns!

See you in Church, 

Arvin

*(see http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.sfs/2010/11/portland_mayors_proposed_gun-c.html for details)

**Resolution 3426, The Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist Church-2008,  The United Methodist Publishing House, Nashville, TN, p. 512.

*** “Ending Gun Violence:  A Resolution and Call to Action by the National Council of Churches of Christ, U.S.A., adopted May 17, 2010.
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sunday school classes
CHANgINg CHRIStIANItY 
This class meets each Sunday from 9:00 to 10:15 AM in Room 110 
The Changing Christianity Class offers the opportunity for wide-
ranging conversations about religion and Christianity past, present, 
and future. This class is currently studying the book, The Authentic 
Letters of Paul. 
 
FellOWSHIP OF SeekeRS 
This class meets each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134 
The class is open to all who seek spiritual growth through study 
and discussion of writings by current and historic religious 
thinkers. Following a time of fellowship, lively discussions are led by 
different class members each week. 

FIRSt CHURCH ReADS:  
tHe SUNFlOWeR bY SImON WIeSeNtHAl 
November 21  
at 9:15 AM in the Fireside Room

This is a revised and expanded edition of the book, first published in 
1976. It opens with Wiesenthal’s personal story of an experience as a 
prisoner in a concentration camp in World War II. He then asks what 
would you do if a dying Nazi soldier asks for your forgiveness. Some 
of the responses in the original edition are included, along with 32 
new responses.   
 
tHe mUSIC OF CHRIStmAS & CHRIStmAS tReAtS  
On Sunday November 28, 2010, Chuck Klang will play selections 
from his collection of Christmas CDs in the fireside room from 9:15 
to 10:15 AM. This will include music from the Renaissance on up to 
contemporary works. Many lesser known, but beautiful works, will be 
played. Special Christmas treats will be provided.

adult

united methodist women
All women are invited to participate in the following 
activities. We strive to develop a supportive 
fellowship as we promote concern for women, 
children and youth at home and abroad. President, 
Marion Hollenberg. 503/640-3270.  
 
DeCembeR UNIt meetINg 
The UMW December Gathering will be on 
Wednesday, December 1, 2010 at 10:00 AM in the 
Fireside Room. We will begin with a brief meeting 
and then assemble UMCOR Birthing Kits. One 
simple Birthing Kit can help a mother or a baby 
survive by providing for a healthy and clean delivery. 
This will be our way of honoring the Holy Birth 
during this season of Advent. Then at 11:00 AM we 
will welcome the Advent Season with a very special 
program of music by soprano soloist, Deborah 
Beneke and pianist, Elizabeth Caswell. With the 
glorious sounds of the season still ringing in our 
ears, we will enjoy a Christmas luncheon. Luncheon 
will be $5.00 and reservations are requested by 
contacting Marion Hollenberg at 503/640-3270. 
Please bring donations to help pay for the supplies in 
the Birthing Kits.

PlANNINg teAm 
The UMW Planning Team will meet Tuesday, 
November 30, 2010 at 9:30 AM in Room 110.

SeWINg gROUP 
The Sewing Group will meet Wednesday,  
December 1 at 1:30 PM in Room 202.

tHe PARkeR gROUP 
The Parker Group will meet Saturday, December 4, 2010 at 12:30 PM in Room 202 for a potluck 
luncheon and program. Bring a dish to share. Melb Rizzo will present a Christmas program. For 
more information contact: Lorraine Johnson at 503/236-9620. 
 
All-CHURCH CONFeReNCe 
Our annual Church Conference will be Sunday, December 5, 2010 at noon in the Chapel. This 
annual meeting will be in a bit different format than previously. We will consider the administrative 
business of the congregation and set compensation for the pastors. Our Assistant to the Bishop has 
assigned The Rev. Tim Overton-Harris to lead our Church Conference. 
 
mISSIONS FORUm: keNYA 
On Sunday, December 12, 2010 you won’t want to miss an update on projects in Kenya, to be 
presented by Paul & Kathleen Cosgrove, who are a part of an Oregon-Idaho Mission Team. The 
forum will  be held in the Fireside Room, following worship and feature a light lunch. Mark it on 
your calendar now! 
 
SAVe tHe DAte FOR tHe POPS OF tHe SeASON CONCeRt  
Join us for the annual “Pops of the Season” concert, featuring Jonas Nordwall, the Chancel Choir 
and soloists on Sunday, December 19, 2010 at 3:00 PM in the sanctuary.

please 
take 
note ...
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PRAYeRS OF tHANkSgIVINg FOR ... 
Alina Klimecky, who is at home recovering from surgery ...
Marty & Holly Martin, on the birth of a grandson, Soran Patrick Peterson, born November 4, 2010 ...

PRAYeRS OF SYmPAtHY FOR ... 
Louise Hodapp, in the death of her father, Lee Wilson ...
Sean and Cameron Teisher, on the death of their mother, Pat Lund ...

PRAYeRS OF CONCeRN FOR ... 
Karen Smith, undergoing radiation for pancreatic cancer ...
Jay Stewart, who continues to struggle with cancer. He is the son-in-law of Betty Cobb ...

OUR PRAYeRS CONtINUe FOR ... 
Chan Aaby, Nancy Beth Davis, Michelle Green, Phil Hodapp, and Rachel Wedman ...

in  
our  
prayers

thanksgiving service advent 
activities

this and that

INteRFAItH  
tHANkSgIVINg SeRVICe 
On Wednesday, November 24, 
2010 at 7:00 PM at First Christian 
Church, 1314 SW Park Ave., 
Portland, OR there will be an 
Interfaith Faith Thanksgiving 
Service sponsored by EMO and  
the downtown churches. 

Child care will be provided. Those are able are encouraged to bring a 
non-perishable food item which will be donated to a local food pantry. 
Churches, mosques, and  temples will join to express the commonality of 
being thankful. All are welcome to this service, expressing the diversity of 
our religious traditions.

tHe CHRIStmAS PAgeANt 
On Sunday November 21, 2010 at 9:30 AM in 
Room 202, there will be a meeting for parents 
who have children involved in the Children’s 
Christmas Eve Pageant. We will have a brief 
overview of the script and costumes. 

PAReNtS’ DAY OUt 
We would like to offer you, Parent, the luxury 
of the Pre-Christmas Saturdays in December.  
“How can that be?” you say. The First UMC 
nursery crew has scheduled Parents’ Day Out 
dates for Saturdays: December 4, 11 and 18.  

Bring your children and their lunches to the 
nursery for some all ages fun from 10:00 AM to 
2:00 PM. There will be opportunities for crafts, 
music, reading, napping, and movie watching 
while you relax, clean your bathroom, or spend 
some time Christmas shopping.

The cost is a reasonable donation of $5/child.  
Sign up now as space is limited. You can sign 
up in the nursery on Sundays, or contact Megan 
Humphreys-Loving at 503/228-3195 ext. 227 or 
mhumphreys-loving@fumcpdx.org

tHe SeCOND SUNDAY OF ADVeNt 
Sunday, December 5, 2010 is the Second 
Sunday of Advent and is World AIDS Sunday, 
as well as First Sunday Fish Sunday. Bring 
non-perishable food items for the food barrels 
that are in the narthex, the first Sunday of each 
month.

CHINOOk bOOkS FeAtUReD IN NOVembeR 
Visit the Planet Church table in the Commons the first three Sundays 
in November and pick up a copy of the 2010-2011 Chinook Book. The 
books feature coupons for earth-friendly products and services, as well 
as information and tips for living a more environmentally mindful life. 
Chinook Books also make great Christmas presents, and sales support the 
work of Planet Church. During the week, Chinook Books will be available 
for purchase in the church office.

PORtlAND CAmPUS CHRIStIAN mINIStRIeS 
Portland Campus Christian Ministries will have Silent Art Auction on 
Friday, December 3, 2010 from 5:30 to 9:30 PM at the Tabor Space,  
5441 SE Belmont, Portland, OR 97215. Come and join us for an evening 
of art, music, and wine. Bid on handmade art. Find perfect gifts for the 
Christmas season. Proceeds will benefit the Portland Campus Christian 
Ministry and help provide spiritual nurture to the PSU community. For 
more information conatct 503/342-2182 or caroljoy@pdx.edu.



Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on 
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The 
next Circuit Rider will be published on December 1, 2010.

Bulletin insert information 
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.

Sunday service participant 
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon 
on Wednesday.

E-mail: 
office@fumcpdx.org

The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at 
www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter

The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church 
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

POINSETTIA  
ORDER FORM 

It is time to order plants to prepare our
sanctuary for the Christmas season. This year
poinsettias or azaleas are $15.50 each. Use
this order form to indicate if the flowers are in
memory or honor of someone and return the
form and payment to the church office by
Monday, December 13, 2010. Indicate
POINSETTIA in the memo portion of your 
check. Also, indicate if you are picking your
plant up after the 9:00 PM service. Please note 
that the earliest that plants can be picked up is 
after the 9:00 PM service.

     POINSETTIA            AZALEA

Your Name

Name          In Memory          In Honor

       I will pick up  the plant.





Name and Phone Number

$

BRAZIL  Agro-Ecological Farming by Formerly Landless Families  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

BRAZIL  Santa Etelvin, a Methodist Church in Manus  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

GHANA  Youth Empowerment Program  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

INDIA   Sawtelle Memorial Girls’ School  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

MEXICO  Strengthening Sustainable Communities  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

MEXICO  Support for Migrants Stranded at the Borders  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

MOZAMBIQUE  Muxungue Secondary School  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

PAKISTAN   Safeguarding Women’s Health  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

ISRAEL/PALESTINE   Mar Elias Peace Study Center  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

ZIMBABWE  Home of Hope Orphanages  

  $5.00     $20.00     $50.00    Other  $__________ 

Alternative Christmas 2010
Portland’s First United Methodist Church

J WORLDOY
to    the

This year we invite you to participate in 
offering “Joy to the World” by giving 
a financial gift to one or more United 
Methodist Church “Advances.” The 
Global Missions, Planet Church and 
Church and Society Committees, Youth 
and United Methodist Women have 
each chosen two Advance Projects from 
a catalogue of hundreds of ministry 
possibilities. 100% of each gift reaches 
its intended mission or ministry and 
is used to alleviate suffering and offer 
hope in the name of Christ. More 
information is available at www.
advancinghope.org.

Our Alternative Christmas Celebration 
will run the four Sundays of Advent, 
November 28 through December 19, 
2010. You can return your completed 
donation forms with your check to the 
Commons in Collins Hall each Sunday 
after worship or drop it by the church 
office weekdays. You will receive a 
card describing the Advances you have 
chosen to support.

 
Descriptions of each of the Advances 
listed can be found on the reverse side 
of this this form.

Alternative Christmas Advance Donation Form 
Checks that accompany this form should be made out to: First UMC and marked Alternative Christmas in the memo.



Brazil: Agro-Ecological Farming by Formerly Landless Families
From the outside, Brazil appears to enjoy great economic vitality. In reality, poverty is growing and rural families continue 
to be expelled from their land. Through this project landless families are resettled on unproductive land and are taught 
agro-ecological growing methods, how to build cisterns for water, and how to diversify local energy resources. The project 
ultimately creates a sustainable livelihood, protects the environment, and assures local food sovereignty for these families in 
Northern Brazil.  

Brazil: Santa Etelvina, a Methodist Church in Manaus, Brazil 
In June 2010, a Volunteer in Mission team from First UMC traveled to Manaus where they helped build the walls for the Santa 
Etelvina church. Other VIM groups have continued the construction, but additional funds are needed to complete the building.  
This project provides critical financing to help this small congregation finish its church.
 
Ghana: Youth Empowerment Project 
This project trains youth in fish farming, husbandry, and small business in a vast deprived area in the greater Accra region of 
Ghana. People here depend on peasant farming and stone winning (mining) for livelihood. The stone winning is dangerous to 
the lives of the women and children. 300 low income families will be trained, micro-credit will be provided to the farmers, and 
technical advice and supervision will be offered as the youth improve their standard of living.
 
India: Sawtelle Memorial Girls School
Sawtelle School is not only educating Christian students but also teaching other children of different castes and creeds. The 
mission of the school is to keep and educate downtrodden and illiterate girls in the Christian environment, and to protect girls 
from all sorts of mental and physical violence, injury or abuse, negligent treatment, and economic exploitation.
 
Mexico: Strengthening Sustainable Communities in the Cloudforest of Oaxaca
This ministry is building an important model for alternative integrated development in indigenous communities in Oaxaca.   
It provides technical support and training to a variety of community-based projects aimed at: helping indigenous family farmers 
move away from unsustainable practices; defending collective land tenure rights; organizing indigenous communities; and 
strengthening the skills of the community members.

Mexico: Support for Migrants at the Border
Churches located in six border communities between Mexico and the US assist people who have been exploited and robbed and 
no longer have the means to return home.  Food, lodging and spiritual guidance is offered to help travelers consider the dangers 
of engaging in unlawful activities, and to provide support and alternatives to these actions.

Mozambique: Muxungue Secondary School
This project helps provide high school education for girls and the poorest young people of Muxunge, Mozambique who live in 
areas of poverty. The project also provides jobs and salaries for teachers and school staff.

Pakistan: Safeguarding Women’s Health  
This project focuses on reproductive rights and basic health care for women and children in the slums of Lahore City.  
The project will initiate health care facilities to address women’s and children’s basic health problems. Four Community Health 
Workers in four different churches located in the slums will carry out door-to-door visits to families living near the churches.

Palestine/Israel: Mar Elias Peace Study Center
The Mar Elias Peace Study Center brings students from different faith backgrounds to learn about peace and reconciliation. 
Students will be able to meet with, learn from, and discuss ways of accepting the other as a brother or sister rather than an 
enemy, and learn how to resolve conflict using nonviolent means. These leaders can then serve their communities, and work 
to bring about an end to the conflict in the region. Our covenant missionary, Janet Lehr Lewis is actively involved with this 
ministry.

Zimbabwe: Home of Hope Orphanages
Home of Hope cares for children who are victims of HIV/AIDS and provides them with healthcare, education, counseling, 
comfort and empowerment. Currently, 24 children are in the home and some are terminally ill.  The project will upgrade the 
health of, and provide education for, these children and over 300 children in the community

Alternative Christmas Advance Descriptions


