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WORSHIP
AT FIRST
CHURCH
SUNDAY
WORSHIP
February 13
10:30 AM
Youth Sunday and
Scouting Sunday

February 20
10:30 AM


As a Reconciling
Congregation,
members of
First United
Methodist Church
have pledged to
welcome and support
all who want to worship
with us, regardless of
race, gender, class or
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH
BELIEVING THINKING ACTING

YOUTH L O

SUNDAY VE
Sunday, February 13, 2010 - 10:30 AM

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind.” - Matthew 22:37
Sunday, February 13, 2011 is Youth Sunday. Worship will be lead by the youth of First
UMC. After working for several weeks, the youth have crafted this special service with
the theme of “Love: Our Greatest Commandment.” Young people in the church need
to be seen and heard as up-and-coming worship leaders, Sunday school teachers, choir
members and dynamic participants in the faith community. Come worship with the next
generation and show your support of these wonderful young people.

SACRED MUSIC Choral Concert
On Sunday, February 27, at 3:00 PM, The Friends of Music
will sponsor a concert of the music of Morten Lauridsen.
The concert will include his Lux Aeterna with orchestra.
Dr. Lauridsen will be the Master of Ceremonies for the
program. Choirs from First United Methodist, Unitarian and
Westminster Presbyterian churches will combine to give the
concert.
Tickets, purchased in advance are $17.00 and are available at
the Portland State University Box Office, 503.725.3307.
Tickets will also be sold at the door for $20.00.

A Statement of Counsel to the Church - 2011
Out of concern for the welfare of all God’s people, and, out of special concern for the people of The
United Methodist Church, we, United Methodist Bishops – retired, believe The United Methodist
Church should remove the following statement from The Book of Discipline (2008):
“…The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore selfavowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers,
or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.” ¶304.3
Our lives and ministries over the years have included prayerful, thoughtful consideration of our
Holy Bible, our Wesleyan heritage, reflection on our experience of the church and world, and our
conviction of God’s intention for a world transformed.
With this statement of conviction and counsel we seek:

memo
Rev. Dr.
Arvin R.
Luchs

In United
Methodism
only a “General
Conference”
can adapt our
Discipline—
in essence
“change the
rules.” In
anticipation of
next years’s
Conference,
last week a
group of 33
retired Bishops
drafted and
released the
following
“Counsel.”
I wanted you to
know about it!

See you in
Church!

Arvin
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To affirm that the historic tests of “gifts and evidence of God’s grace” for ordained ministry
override any past or present temporal restrictions such as race, gender, ethnicity, or sexual
orientation.



To urge the Church, ecumenical and denominational, to change the manner in which it
relates to gay, lesbian and transgendered persons in official statements, judicial proceedings,
and in congregational life.



To declare our conviction that the current disciplinary position of The United Methodist
Church, a part of our historical development, need not, and should not, be embraced as the
faithful position for the future.



To make known our names and shared personal conviction on this matter and to encourage
other church and Episcopal leaders to do the same.

With increasing frequency we observe and experience the following disturbing realities and know
them to be detrimental to the mission of a Church of Jesus Christ:


Laity and clergy, gay and straight, withdrawing membership or absenting themselves from
the support of congregational and denominational Church life in order to maintain personal
integrity.



Young adults, especially, embarrassed to invite friends and expressing dismay at the
unwillingness of our United Methodist Church to alter its 39-year exclusionary stance.



Closeted pastors, currently called and ordained in our church, living divided lives while
offering effective appreciated ministry.



Bishops being drained of energy by upholding Church Discipline while regarding it as
contrary to their convictions.



Bishops caught between care for the Church by reappointing an effective gay or lesbian
pastor and care for the Discipline by charging them under current legislation.



Seminary leaders desiring greater flexibility and openness from the church in order to
advance their mission of identifying, recruiting, enrolling, educating and spiritually forming
Christian leaders.



Christian gay men and women understanding themselves called of God to seek ministry
opportunities within their United Methodist family Church home, but having to decide
between:
... leaving to go to accepting denominations, or
... staying and praying for change, or
... challenging Church law and accepting punitive actions.

Our United Methodist Church, ashamed and repentant in the past, ended official and unofficial
restrictions on candidacy, ordination and appointment for reason of race, gender and ethnicity. We
believe the God we know in Jesus is leading us to issue this counsel and call – a call to transform our
church life and our world.
United Methodist Episcopal Leaders-Retired

adult

sunday school classes
CHANGING CHRISTIANITY
This class meets each Sunday
from 9:00 to 10:15 AM in Room 202
The Changing Christianity Class offers the opportunity for
wide-ranging conversations about religion and Christianity past,
present, and future. Next Sunday, this class will begin studying
the book, Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White, by Adam
Hamilton.
FELLOWSHIP OF SEEKERS
This class meets each Sunday
from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134
The class is open to all who seek spiritual growth through study
and discussion of writings by current and historic religious
thinkers. Following a time of fellowship, lively discussions are
led by different class members each week.
EXAMINING THE DEATH PENALTY
The Adult Ministries and Church and Society Committee are
co-hosting a series on the death penalty. This will be held in the
Fireside Room at 9:15 AM Sunday mornings. Oregonians for
Alternatives to the Death Penalty are working toward putting
this issue back on a ballot for Oregonians to choose whether to
continue the penalty in Oregon.
Sunday, February 13
Rev. Peggy Luckman: a look at the scriptures, the United
Methodist Social Principles, and some statistics about the cost
of the death penalty to Oregonians.
Sunday, February 20
A discussion, led by Phyllis Leonard, of Naseem Rahka’s book,
The Crying Tree, in preparation for the author’s visit on
February 27, 2011.
Sunday, February 27
Naseem Rahka will be our guest at both the 9:15 AM class and
the forum at noon, with a Power Point presentation you will not
want to miss. A light lunch will be provided.

united methodist women
All women are invited to participate in the following
activities. We strive to develop a supportive fellowship as
we promote concern for women, children and youth at home
and abroad. President, Marion Hollenberg. 503/640-3270
UMW UNIT MEETING
The UMW Unit will meet Wednesday, March 2, 2011 at
10:00 AM in the Fireside Room. Marilyn Outslay, Mission
Coordinator for Social Action, will present the program on
human trafficking. How are the United Methodist Women
addressing the issue of human trafficking and how can
our local unit become involved? Marilyn will ask people
to give their impressions of the recent forum held at First
Church and also have a group discussion. President Marion
Hollenberg. 503/640-3270.
TABITHA CIRCLE
The Tabitha Circle will meet Wednesday, March 2, 2011
at 1:30 PM in Room 202. The group will continue with
their sewing projects. Kay Ward will also do a sewing
demonstration. Chair: Kay Ward, 971/255-1430
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
The Circle of Friends will meet on Wednesday,
February 23, 2011 at noon in Room 204.
Chair: Mary Covert, 503-652-6480.
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
The Church Women United meeting is on March 4, 2011.
The program will be a Human Rights Celebration: “Living
Our Legacy – Driving the Movement.” Registration
begins at 9:30 AM and the meeting is at 10:00 AM at First
Christian Church, 1314 SW Park Avenue, Portland. Contact:
Betty-Lou Hare 503/292-1773
PLANNING TEAM
The UMW Planning Team will meet Wednesday,
February 23 at 9:30 AM in room 110.

Sunday, March 6
We conclude our study by viewing portions of The Exonerated,
a film staring some well known actors telling true stories of
persons found innocent while on death row.
FIRST CHURCH READS: THE CRYING TREE BY NASEEM RAKHA
The Adult Ministries and Church and Society committees invite you to participate in our next First Church
Reads. We have chosen The Crying Tree by Oregon author Naseem Rakha. In the words of one reviewer,
The Crying Tree is “the gripping story of parents losing a son to murder and their desperate hope that an
execution will provide closure, while allowing readers to consider the idea of forgiveness as a means of
healing.” The book will be on sale for $11.50 in the class, Examining the Death Penalty.
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brief
notes

electives for enrichment
ON TUESDAY MORNINGS

REV. PEGGY LUCKMAN
One night Ed and I drove from Tillamook to Salem
to hear a presentation about the death penalty. On
the stage that evening was a man who was wrongly
accused of murder, who spent many years on death
row, who watched as his closest friend was led away
for execution, whose life was changed forever. He
was convicted with evidence that was inaccurate, as
was his friend. Both were innocent. He lived. His
friend did not.
That same year I heard AbaGayle and Naseem
Rahka speak about how their lives were impacted
by personal events related to the death penalty.
AbaGayle’s daughter was murdered, and the killer
placed on death row. For years AbaGayle wanted
him dead. Her story of personal transformation was
profoundly moving.
Naseem told of her experience at the State
Penitentiary the night of an execution as she stood
beneath the stars and a convicted man’s death
sentence was carried out. Her personal response to
that evening’s events led to the writing of her book,
The Crying Tree.
I encourage your presence at the classes and the
forum this month in which we will look at the death
penalty through the eyes of our faith’s teachings, the
stories of the exonerated, and personal experiences.
Page three of the newsletter gives a complete listing
of class times and topics, as well as the upcoming
forum.

ELECTIVES FOR ENRICHMENT
The following classes will focus on issues of aging, including care
giving and memory issues, as well the most current information
about Alzheimer’s. There is a $5.00 charge for each class, or $15
total for all four sessions.
March 1
Caregiving for Those With Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Our presenter will be Marge Terdal, Marge is a Stephen Ministry
Leader and an Emeritus professor at Portland State University.
The class will meet at 10:00 AM in Collins Hall.
March 15 and 22
Memory Issues & Strategies for Improving Your Memory
Our presenter will be Leif Terdal, Ph.D.. Leif is a Clinical
Psychologist and Emeritus professor at Oregon Health Sciences
University The class will meet at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room.
March 29
Alzheimer’s: Symptoms, Treatment, and Research
Our presenter will be Dr. Deniz Erten-Lyons of the Oregon Health
Sciences University. The class will meet at 10:00 AM in the
Fireside Room..

55
alive

Peggy

55 ALIVE: MATURE DRIVING
55-Alive is a unique program for older
drivers. The class runs from 9:00 AM to
1:00 PM. A teacher, trained through AARP,
teaches this refresher course for drivers 50
years of age and over. Pre-registration is
required. The next sessions will be offered:
March 7 & 8, 2011. Cost: $12.00 (for AARP
members with card) or $14.00 (for nonAARP members) Make checks payable to:
AARP. Preregistration is required through
the church office: 503/228-3195.

PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY FOR ...
Tim & Laurie Roberts, in the death of Tim’s father, John Roberts, who died on January 11, 2011 in
Hemet, CA and in the death of Laurie’s mother, Joyce Howell, who died on January 16, 2011 in
Morro Bay, CA.

in
our
prayers

PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Rev. Wendy Woodworth, who is now Haiti. Wendy is the sister of April Hauenstein ...
Michelle Green, who recently had surgery ...
Patricia Rieke, recovering from a broken elbow ...
Eleanor Stubbs, who is in rehab following a broken hip ...
Nancy Beth Davis, who is now home, following a hospitalization ...
Jay Stewart, who is now on hospice care ...
OUR PRAYERS CONTINUE FOR ...
Marilyn Schuberg, Karen Smith, Kieran Leatherwood ...
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take note
something for you!

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
Interested in learning more about this church? The next two hour new
member orientation will be held on Sunday, February 13, 2011 in Room
110 following worship. A light meal is provided. To sign up, contact
Rev. Peggy Luckman at 503/228-3195 ext. 224 or pluckman@fumcpdx.
org.
SUNDAY SCHOOL IN ACTION
AT THE GOOSE HOLLOW FAMILY SHELTER
If you and your child participate in Sunday school programs at
First UMC, here is a great opportunity for you to meet other families
interested in service! The Sunday school classes are signed up to
volunteer at the Goose Hollow Family Shelter as Meal Providers
and Kids Time hosts. We are hoping that we can get three families
volunteering each night from the Sunday School classes. Our reserved
nights are Thursday, February 10 and Sunday, February 13, 2011.
See the sign up in Collins Hall after worship, or contact Megan
Humphreys-Loving for more information: 503/228-3195 ext. 227
or mhumphreys-loving@fumcpdx.org.

picture yourself in mission
the oregon food bank

LOOKING GOOD IN A HAIR NET!
Portland First UMC has had as special ongoing relationship with the
Oregon Food Bank. Below is a picture of our recent service trip. The
participants have shown that anyone of any age can be of service in
their community ... and look good in a hair net!

FRIENDS OF MUSIC PRESENT A

Mardi Gras Party
FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2011
6:30 to 9:30 PM
 IN COLLINS HALL


 




New Orleans
Jambalaya
Dinner



Swing Street
Dixieland
Band



limited Seating
reservations
required
TICKETS



$25


Tickets are
available in
The Commons
after worship
each Sunday.

Nursery Care Provided
with a kid friendly meal
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Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The
next Circuit Rider will be published on February 23, 2011.
Bulletin insert information
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.
Sunday service participant
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon
on Wednesday.
E-mail:
office@fumcpdx.org
The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at
www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter
The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

Supporting the Blessed Community
as of February 7, 2011

Commitments to the 2011 Mission of Our Church
HOUSEHOLDS
RESPONDING

RESOURCES
COMMITTED
TO MISSION

RESOURCES
NEEDED
FOR MISSION

% OF
RESOURCES
COMMITTED

328

$853,227

$910,000

93.76%

Estimate of Giving Cards are
available in the church pews
and can be placed in the
offering plates or taken to the
church office.

THE FIRST CHURCH LIBRARY
USED BOOK SALE
The First Church Library’s annual Winter
Book Sale is scheduled for Sunday,
March 6, 2011. Come to Collins Hall
following worship and explore some
bargains on used book. Proceeds from
the sale are used to acquire new books
for the library. Let us know of books
you’d like to see in our collection.

