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Mardi Gras Party
FRIENDS OF MUSIC PRESENT A

WORSHIP
AT FIRST
CHURCH
SUNDAY
WORSHIP



February 27

 

10:30 AM
Morton Lauridsen
introducing
Lux Aeterna

March 6
10:30 AM
Communion
Sunday

f
As a Reconciling
Congregation,
members of
First United
Methodist Church
have pledged to
welcome and support
all who want to worship
with us, regardless of
race, gender, class or
sexual orientation.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2011

6:30 to 9:30 PM

$25
TICKETS

Free Nursery Care
with a kid friendly meal

New Orleans
Jambalaya Dinner
Dixieland Band
Swing Street
limited Seating
reservations
required




Tickets for this fund raiser will are available
in The Commons after worship each Sunday.

YOUTH PANCAKE PARTY
SUNDAY,MARCH 6, 2011
The youth group’s annual Pancake Party fund raiser is scheduled to
take place on Sunday, March 6, 2011 after worship. Youth will be
hosting a Pancake Brunch in Collins Hall, following worship. Youth
will be selling tickets for a suggested donation of $5/meal. Bring
your family and friends to this most excellent time of fellowship and
food.

Metro District

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference
The United Methodist Church

The Rev. Lowell Greathouse		
Assistant to the Bishop, Metro District
E-mail: lowellgreathouse@qwestoffice.net

February 15, 2011
Dear Members and Friends of Portland First United Methodist Church,
This letter is to announce the intention of Bishop Robert Hoshibata of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference
to appoint the Rev. Donna Pritchard as Senior Pastor to your church effective July 1, 2011. Rev. Pritchard
is currently serving as Assistant to the Bishop for the Southern District and is the Dean of the OregonIdaho Annual Conference Cabinet. She is an ordained Elder and full member of the Oregon-Idaho Annual
Conference, who has served in a variety of roles and settings throughout her ministry.
Prior to being on the Cabinet, Donna was the pastor of churches in Albany, Silverton, Mountain Home,
Newberg, and Cave Junction/Wilderville. She has also served the church at both the general and jurisdictional
level, being elected as the clergy delegate to the 2008 General Conference and serving as a member of the
General Commission on General Conference. Donna is also the Chair of the Western Jurisdiction Leadership
Team and a member of the Mission Cabinet for the region. Donna graduated from Iliff School of Theology in
Denver, Colorado, and she has two adult daughters, Sarah and Kate. I believe that you’ll find Donna to be an
able and effective leader and spiritual guide, as well as being a well-read and thoughtful theological thinker.
I know that First Church will continue to evolve and thrive under her leadership, in partnership with the
skilled ministry of Rev. Peggy Luckman and the many gifts and talents that you bring as a congregation. I am
excited to see your ministry develop in the coming months and years.
I also want to take this opportunity to extend my thanks, as well as that of the bishop and cabinet, to the
Rev. Arvin Luchs, who has provided your congregation and all of us as in the larger church with a deep
commitment to the church and a willingness to share generously of his spirit and experience. I hope that you
will find opportunities in the coming months to celebrate with Arvin and Sue your ministry together as Arvin
moves toward retirement.
I also want to thank Richard Allan, and the entire Staff Parish Relations Committee at First Church, for all
the time and energy that has gone into this transitional time. They have served your congregation well, and I
look forward to working with you all in the coming months.
I know that you will enjoy your ministry together, and I will continue to hold you all in my thoughts and
prayers.
Blessings,
Rev. Lowell Greathouse
Assistant to the Bishop, Metro District
3520 SE Yamhill St
FAX: 503/249-1853

•

Portland, Oregon 97214
•

•

Building Bridges Together
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Phone: 503/249-1851

E-Mail office: metrodistrictoffice@qwestoffice.net

adult

sunday school classes
CHANGING CHRISTIANITY
This class meets each Sunday
from 9:00 to 10:15 AM in Room 202
The Changing Christianity Class offers the opportunity
for wide-ranging conversations about religion and
Christianity past, present, and future. Next Sunday, this
class will begin studying the book, Seeing Gray in a
World of Black and White, by Adam Hamilton.
FELLOWSHIP OF SEEKERS
This class meets each Sunday
from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134
The class is open to all who seek spiritual growth
through study and discussion of writings by current
and historic religious thinkers. Following a time of
fellowship, lively discussions are led by different class
members each week.
EXAMINING THE DEATH PENALTY
The Adult Ministries and Church and Society
Committee are co-hosting a series on the death penalty.
This will be held in the Fireside Room at 9:15 AM
Sunday mornings. Oregonians for Alternatives to the
Death Penalty are working toward putting this issue
back on a ballot for Oregonians to choose whether to
continue the penalty in Oregon.
Sunday, February 27
Naseem Rahka will be our guest at both the 9:15
AM class and the forum at noon, with a Power Point
presentation you will not want to miss. A light lunch
will be provided.
Sunday, March 6
We conclude our study by viewing portions of The
Exonerated, a film staring some well known actors
telling true stories of persons found innocent while on
death row.
PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
The family and friends of Leif Iverson, Leif died on
February 20, 2011. The service will be Saturday,
March 5, 2011 at 2:00 PM in the sanctuary.
PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Michelle Green, who is recovering from surgery ...
Richard Chappelle, who has been diagnosed with cancer,
he is the brother-in-law of Al Dobbins ...
OUR PRAYERS CONTINUE FOR ...
Marilyn Schuberg, Karen Smith, Kieran Leatherwood,
Eleanor Stubbs, and Jay Stewart

united methodist women
UMW UNIT MEETING
The March UMW Unit will meet Wednesday, March 2, 2011 at
10:00 AM in the Fireside Room. The Mission Coordinator for Social
Action, Marilyn Outslay, will show the video, Selling The Girl Next
Door. This documentary was recently featured on CNN. A group
discussion will follow on the issue of human trafficking and how
United Methodist Women can become more aware and involved in
our local area in combating this issue in our midst. All are welcome!
President, Marion Hollenberg. 503/640-3270
TABITHA CIRCLE
The Tabitha Circle will meet Wednesday, March 2, 2011 at 1:30 PM
in Room 202. The group will continue with their sewing projects.
Kay Ward will also do a sewing demonstration. Chair: Kay Ward
971/255-1430
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
The Church Women United will meet March 4, 2011 at First
Christian Church located at 1314 S.W. Park Avenue, Portland. The
program is Human Rights Celebration: Living Our Legacy – Driving
the Movement. Registration begins at 9:30 AM Contact: Betty-Lou
Hare 503-292-1773
THE RUTH CIRCLE
The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, March 16, 2011 at noon
in Room 204. The February program (which was cancelled due
to weather) will be the March meeting, Sharing Collectibles. Do
you have a keepsake with a special story? If you have a hobby of
collecting items with a special theme, come and share it. Bring a
sandwich for lunch. Dessert and beverage will be provided. Chair:
Betty-Lou Hare, 503/292-1773.
THE UMW READING GROUP
The UMW Reading Group will meet on Wednesday, March 16, 2011
at 10:00 AM in the library. Chair: Sue Fisher, 503/203-1445.
UMW LEGISLATIVE DAY
The UMW Legislative Day is March 24, 2011 in Salem, Oregon.
Topics will be as varied as the Oregon budget and human
trafficking. For more info contact: Marilyn Outslay, 503/649-9801.

our
prayers,
concerns &
gratitude



FROM MARILYN WEBER
Your love and support and my
faith in God has carried me
through this difficult time of
losing Bob. First UMC is a real
blessing to me. Thank you for
the condolence cards, concern
for my well being and pastoral
calls. Sleep with the Angels,
dear Bob, and may God watch
over you in eternal peace.
Marilyn Weber
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Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The
next Circuit Rider will be published on March 9, 2011.
Bulletin insert information
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.
Sunday service participant
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon
on Wednesday.
E-mail:
office@fumcpdx.org
The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at
www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter
The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

Supporting the Blessed Community
as of February 17, 2011

Commitments to the 2011 Mission of Our Church
HOUSEHOLDS
RESPONDING

RESOURCES
COMMITTED
TO MISSION

RESOURCES
NEEDED
FOR MISSION

% OF
RESOURCES
COMMITTED

336

$859,327

$910,000

94.43%

THE FIRST CHURCH LIBRARY
USED BOOK SALE
The First Church Library’s annual
Winter Book Sale is scheduled for
Sunday, March 6, 2011. Come to
Collins Hall following worship and
explore some bargains on used book.
Proceeds from the sale are used to
acquire new books for the library.
Let us know of books you’d like to
see in our collection.

THE PARKER GROUP
The Parker Group will
meet March 5, 2011 at
12:30 PM in Room 202
for a potluck luncheon
and program. Bring a dish
to share. Our speaker will
be Cheryl Bittle. For more
information contact Melba
Rizzo at 503/236-9620.

Estimate of Giving Cards are
available in the church pews
and can be placed in the
offering plates or taken to the
church office.

VIM TRIP TO PALESTINE/ISRAEL
One spot has opened up on the United Methodist
Volunteer in Mission (UMVIM) trip to Palestine/
Israel (October 22 - November 5, 2011). This is a
once-in-a-lifetime trip. An optional visit to Petra
(Jordan) is available at the end of the two-week
UMVIM trip. Anyone who would like additional
information, or an application form, can contact
Dee Poujade at deelaw33@hotmail.com or call
503/243-3337. The team will hold its first group
meeting at noon (after church) on Sunday, March 13,
2011 in Room 160.

SPRING PROGRAM GUIDE 2011
Living a
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FIRST CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Arvin Luchs
503/228-3195 ext. 226
aluchs@fumcpdx.org

Executive Director of Music
Kelly Qualls
503/228-3195 ext. 235
kqualls@fumcpdx.org

Minister of Discipleship
Rev. Peggy Luckman
503/228-3195 ext. 224
pluckman@fumcpdx.org

Church Administrator
Christine Bostick
503/228-3195 ext. 222
cbostick@fumcpdx.org

Minister of Pastoral Care
Rev. Tom Foster
503/228-3195 ext. 233
tfoster@fumcpdx.org

Administrative Assistant
David Jenkins
503/228-3195 ext. 221
djenkins@fumcpdx.org

Director of Children,
Youth & Family Ministries
Megan Humphreys-Loving
503/228-3195 ext. 227
mhumphreys-loving@fumcpdx.org

Facilities Manager
Dwight Dragoo
503/228-3195 ext. 205
ddragoo@fumcpdx.org

Artistic Director of
Music & Organist
Jonas Nordwall
503/228-3195 ext. 218
jnordwall@fumcpdx.org

Bookkeeper
Shirley Blalock
503/228-3195 ext. 225
sblalock@fumcpdx.org

special sundays

We gather at
First Church
every Sunday
at 10:30 am
to worship as
a community.
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HOLY WEEK
There will be no church meetings or outside
groups meeting in the building during Holy
Week. We encourage you to make this a time
of prayer and spiritual reflection.
Sunday,
April 17
Palm Sunday Service
at 10:30 AM and
Children’s Processional
Thursday,
April 21
Maundy Thursday Service
at 7:00 PM in
the sanctuary
Friday, April 22
Good Friday Service
at noon at the First
Congregational-United
Church of Christ, 1126
SW Park (Park & Madison
Streets.)
Sunday, April 24
Easter Services at
9:00 and 11:00 AM
in the sanctuary

SPECIAL SUNDAYS AT FIRST CHURCH
March 6
Youth Pancake Feed & Library Book Sale
April 3
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
April 10
Earth Day Sunday
April 17
Palm Sunday
April 24
Easter (Services at 9:00 and 11:00 AM)
May 9
Mother’s Day & Native American Ministries Offering
Daylight
May 22
Confirmation Sunday
Savings Time
May 29
Memorial Day Sunday
Begins
Sunday,
June 5
Volunteer Recognition Sunday
March 13, 2011
June 12
Pentecost Sunday
At Midnight on
Last day of Sunday School
Saturday Set Your
June 16-19 Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference
Clocks Ahead
June 19
Father’s Day / Portland Pride Parade
One Hour &
Peace with Justice Offering
Spring Forward!
Laity Sunday
June 26
Celebrating the Ministry of Rev. Dr. Arvin Luchs		

GROUPS

JUST FOR YOU

There are a number of on-going fellowship
groups at First Church. For details and contact
information, call the church office at 503/2283195.

FIRST CHURCH ORIENTATIONS
If you would like to learn more about First
United Methodist Church, join us following
worship on Sundays: March 27 or May
22, 2011 in Room 110. We begin with a
simple meal at noon which is followed by an
orientation and tour of the facility. You will
meet others who are interested in becoming
active at First Church. You will have the
opportunity to ask questions and indicate your
preference to officially join the church, if that
is your desire. For information or to register to
be a part of one of these sessions, contact the
church office at 503/228-3195 or contact Rev.
Peggy Luckman at: pluckman@fumcpdx.org.
Child care is available.

FOOD AND FRIENDS
Food and Friends is a great opportunity for
parents to get to know one another. We gather
the Fourth Saturday of each month, from
6:00 - 9:00 PM to hang out, have dinner and a
good time. Call Megan Humphreys-Loving at
503/228-3195 if you have questions.

LIBRARY

METHODIST HIKERS
This group takes monthly hikes on Saturday
mornings. Contact: Jim Teisher

THE FIRST
THE PARKER GROUP
CHURCH LIBRARY
Meets usually the first Saturday of the month at Interested in reading good
11:00 AM. Contact: Bill Rizzo
books? The Church Library
contains over 6,000 books,
THE SHOVEL AND RAKE GANG
audiotapes and videos …
Meets every Thursday from 8:00 AM to noon fiction and non-fiction for
to do projects around the church, with a break adults and children. Subfor refreshments and fellowship at 10:00 AM. jects include
Contact: Terry Connell
theology, history,
biography, psychology,
BRIDGE GROUP
prayers, devotional literaMeets on Tuesdays from 11:00 AM to
ture and much more. The
3:00 PM. Contact: Dee Poujade
library is open Sundays
beginning at 9:15 AM, and
T.A.G. (THE ADULT GANG)
This group is for adults of any age who enjoy for about a half hour after
church.
having fun through fellowship with others.
The group meets every other month. Contact:
Jeanne Teisher

The library is located in the
100 wing of the church or
stop by the Commons in
INTERGENERATIONAL
Collins Hall after church
PING PONG FELLOWSHIP
Everyone is invited to come play ping pong on to see our display.
Thursday nights at 5:00 PM in the gym.
LIBRARY BOOK SALE
YOUNG SINGLE ADULTS
We are excited about starting a Young Adults
group here at First UMC. Contact Rev. Peggy
Luckman for information at 503-228-3195,
ext. 224 or pluckman@fumcpdx.org.
THE PV’S
The PV’s meet the second Sunday of each
month at 7:00 PM. For information contact:
Marge Terdal: 503/244-5714.

The Church Library Book
Sales will be March 6, and
May 22, 2011 in Commons
in Collins Hall, following
worship. If you have ideas
for a book you would like
to see in the church library,
note it on the list in the
Church Library for their
consideration.

THE COMMONS-AM AND
THE COMMONS IN COLLINS HALL
Come to Collins Hall on Sundays from 8:45
AM to 10:15 AM. We’ll be open for coffee,
juice, snack and conversation. Then join us
after the worship service for the Commons in
Collins Hall and sign up for an activity, get
information on a current issue, check out a
book … or just have coffee with a friend. Follow the signs from the sanctuary.
NURSERY CARE
Nursery care is available on Sunday mornings
in room 211 from 9:15 AM through the
worship service each week. It is available for
infants through two years of age.
A WORD ABOUT PARKING
In addition to the parking next to the church,
there is also parking available in the lots to
the east of the sanctuary. Visitor parking and
parking for senior citizens is specially marked
near the front doors. The MAX and Tri-Met
buses stop at First Church’s entrance onto
Jefferson Street.
THE CREATIVE SPIRIT GALLERY
The purpose of the First Church Fine Arts
Program is to encourage and share the
creativity of our community through the
visual arts. The Creative Spirit Exhibitions
are located in Collins Hall. Come and enjoy
art created by members of the First Church
community as well as local artists.
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FORUMS
First Church Forums are an opportunity to be informed about
issues important to our faith. They are held in the Fireside Room from
12:00 to 1:30 PM following worship. The forum begins with a light meal.

SOLV
BEACH CLEAN UP
Planet Church is sponsoring a group for
this years SOLV Beach Clean Up on
Saturday, March 19, 2011. We will meet
at the church at 8:00 AM and carpool
to Rockaway Beach, our clean up site
on the coast. We will be working on the
beach from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. We
will stop for lunch afterwards, so be sure
to bring lunch money.
What To Bring
drinking water
a reusable bag or bucket
a colander to sift with
warm clothes for Oregon weather
While There
Please avoid Western Snowy Plover
habitat. Stay outside of roped areas, and
keep your pets leashed. Steer clear of
California sea lions for your safety.
Never turn your back to the sea! The
tide will be incoming that morning.
The link to the SOLV Beach Clean Up
site is: www.solv.org/programs/spring_
beach_cleanup.asp
To Sign Up or For Questions
The SOLV Beach Clean Up is the oldest beach clean up in the nation. Please
come join us in doing something good
for Oregon beaches. If are planning to
participate or have questions, please
send email to planetchurch@gmail.com
or call Jim Teisher at 503/574-4557.
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Sunday, April 10
Climate Science Update Sponsored by Planet Church
You are invited to update your understanding of climate change at a forum
featuring Dr. Christian Hulbe who is a professor and climate researcher at
Portland State University. It will be held Sunday, April 10, 2011 at 12:00 PM
following worship. It will be the highlight of our Earth Month 2011 celebration
sponsored by our Planet Church Committee.
We will learn about ongoing climate change research. While it will include
planetary changes in the global average air and sea temperatures, melting of
glaciers and ice floes, frequency of extreme weather, the growing frequency of
species extinction, and rising sea levels , this forum will also inform us about
Dr. Hulbe’s own special research related to climate change.
As United Methodists and a community of Christians we are called by God to
be caretakers of our planet with all its creature. Climate Change is more than an
environmental issue. It is a spiritual issue about our relationship with the Creator who saw the whole creation as “very good.” It is also a social justice issue
regarding the equitability and availability of food, clean water and appropriate
habitat for all.
Please join with the Planet Church Committee for increasing our awareness of
this important topic that like it or not, will affect all of us in some manner and if
not today at some point in the future. We encourage individuals to bring friends,
co-workers, and anyone interested in learning more about our changing climate.
Saturday May 14
Climate Ethics and Equity
Explore the ethical dimensions of global warming and its solutions. This
forum will bring together theologians, ethicists, and professors from various
disciplines, energy experts, and clean energy job leaders for a symposium to
explore some of the most pressing ethical issues around climate change and our
production of energy. Watch upcoming Circuit Riders for more detailed
information.
Sunday, May 15
Autism: From a Parent’s Perspective
Several families in our congregation know the challenges of raising autistic
children. This forum will give you an opportunity to hear their joys, concerns,
and hopes for their children. You will leave with a deeper understanding of the
roadblocks these families and the difficulties they face in getting adequate care
for their family members. Presenters will be Paul Terdal and Anne Kayser.

LEARNING

FOR SENIORS

55

alive

55 ALIVE: MATURE DRIVING
55-Alive is a unique program for
older drivers. This popular course
is offered three times a year at
First UMC. Each day the class
runs from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
A teacher, trained through AARP,
teaches this refresher course
for drivers 50 years of age and
over. Pre-registration is required.
Classes will be offered:
March 7 & 8, 2011
June 20 & 21, 2011
Cost: $12.00 (for AARP members
with card) or $14.00 (for nonAARP members) Make checks
payable to: AARP. Preregistration
is required through the church
office: 503/228-3195.
.

ADULT CLASSES

ON SUNDAY MORNINGS
ONGOING CLASSES
Fellowship of Seekers
This class meets each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134.
The class is open to all who seek spiritual growth through study and discussion of writings
by current and historic religious thinkers. Following a time of fellowship, lively discussions
are led by different class members each week. Drop in anytime.
Changing Christianity
This class meets each Sunday from 9:00 to 10:15 in Room 202.
This class focuses on how Christianity has changed, is changing, will change, and how we
can be a part of that change.
SHORT-TERM SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASS
This series changes each month with themes that coincide with other activities in the life of
the church. The class meets on Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 in the Fireside Room.
Major Religions of the World
March 13 - April 10, 2010
Come to the Fireside Room each Sunday morning at 9:15 AM during March to learn the
basics about the Hindu, Ukranian Orthodox, Jewish, Zen Buddhist, and Baha’i faiths.

ELECTIVES FOR ENRICHMENT
ON TUESDAY MORNINGS
The following classes will focus on issues of aging, including care giving and memory issues, as well the most current
information about Alzheimer’s. There is a $5.00 charge for each class, or $15 total for all four sessions.
March 1
Caregiving for Those With Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Our presenter will be Marge Terdal, Marge is a Stephen Ministry Leader and an Emeritus professor at Portland State
University The class will meet at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room.
March 15 and 22
Memory Issues and Strategies for Improving Your Memory
Our presenter will be Leif Terdal, Ph.D.. Leif is a Clinical Psychologist and Emeritus professor at Oregon Health Sciences
University The class will meet at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room.
March 29
Alzheimer’s: Symptoms, Treatment, and Research
Our presenter will be Dr. Deniz Erten-Lyons of the Oregon Health Sciences University.
The class will meet at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room.
See above for information on 55-Alive: Driver Safety for Senior Adults.
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OUTREACH MINISTRIES
AT FIRST CHURCH

GLOBAL

MINISTRIES

Where in the world are Global
Missions? Just about anywhere
you look! As one of three
Outreach committees who worked
cooperatively on Alternative
Christmas Giving, we are, at
this very moment, touching
lives of school children in India,
young people in Brazil, Mexico,
and Africa, peace partners in
Palestine, women in Pakistan,
and more. Through our Covenant
Missionaries, we are reaching
families in the slums of Cambodia
and Brazil, and families displaced
in Palestine. More exciting work
lies ahead, as a Volunteer in
Mission Team from First Church
travels to Palestine/Israel this fall.
More opportunities are coming
up, when you, too, can serve
in the U. S. and abroad with
Primetimers, through our General
Board of Global Ministries.
Anyone for Jamaica, Arkansas,
Vermont, Nicaragua? A trip to the
United Methodist Committee on
Relief Depot in either Salt Lake
City or Louisiana is on the docket.
There, participants prepare health,
education, and relief supplies to
be shipped around the world.
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE CROP WALK
The Portland World Service Crop Walk will be Saturday, April 9, 2011 at 10:00 AM
and will start and finish in front of the Union Gospel Mission, 3 NW Third Avenue,
Portland. Church World Service was founded in 1946. It is a cooperative ministry of 35
Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox denominations which provide sustainable self-help
and development, disaster relief, and refugee assistance in some 80 countries. The United
Methodist Church is one of 35 denominations participating.
GOOSE HOLLOW FAMILY SHELTER
Portland First UMC has a strong and vital connection to the Goose Hollow Family
Shelter. Please consider volunteering at the Goose Hollow Family Shelter. If you are a
long-time volunteer at the shelter, consider inviting a newer member of the church to
team up with you to provide a meal. Training is provided for new volunteers every first
Tuesday of the month at 5:00 PM in the gym. (See page 12 for a full description of the
GHFS ministry and how to volunteer.)
MFSA SPRING EVENT
The Methodist Federation for Social Action is sponsoring the annual Spring Event on
Saturday, April 2, 2011 from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM in Collins Hall. This year’s theme
is immigration and is entitled: Out of the Shadows, Into the Light. The day includes
worship, stories from immigrants who will share what it is like to live here, information
about the Oregon New Sanctuary Movement, helpful information about language to use
when talking about immigration, and the sharing of ideas about what we can do in our
own church communities. Registration and cost information will be available in the
narthex and Collins Hall.
OREGON INTERFAITH ADVOCACY DAY 2011
“People of many faiths share a belief in the principle that we are all a part of one another,
and that our communities thrive when they are governed with justice, and woven together
with threads of mutual concern and compassion. When one suffers, we all suffer. None
should be left behind.” Join with people of many faith in Salem to be a prophetic voice
speaking clearly to the moral obligation of society to care for the most vulnerable among
us. The day will start at First Congregational Church UCC at 700 Marion Street NE in
Salem at 8:30 AM and conclude at 4:30 PM.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE
AT FIRST CHURCH

LET’S MAKE CHANGE
Let’s Make Change involves collecting
change on the third Sunday of each
month for a specific community project
supported by First Church. Look for
the basket at the back of the sanctuary
every third Sunday and contribute your
change to a good cause.

FIRST SUNDAY IS FISH SUNDAY
On the first Sunday of each month, First UMC
members bring non-perishable food items and
place them in the designated FISH barrels
located in the narthex. These donations go
to Portland¹s FISH Emergency Services
program to be distributed to those in need of
emergency food. Help make a difference in
the lives of those who are hungry.

LENTEN SUPPERS 2011

apestry
of
a
T

FAITH

C O M P A S S I O N

This year’s theme for our Lenten Suppers will be:
Compassion: A Tapestry of Faith. Each
Wednesday evening of Lent will begin with a
simple meal at 5:30 PM, followed by a brief time
of singing, and a presentation by a leader of a
world religion speaking on compassion in the
context of their religion. There will be a time for
questions and responses.
MARCH 9 - ASH WEDNESDAY
The Lenten Supper will be at 5:30 PM in
Collins Hall, followed by worship at 6:30 PM,
with imposition of ashes in the Chapel.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
Compassion in the Jewish Faith.
Rabbi Daniel Issak, of the Neveh Shalom Synagogue will be our
guest speaker.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
Compassion in the Hindu Faith
Guest speaker to be announced
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30
Compassion in the Buddhist Religion
Kari Kishin Lindahl will be our guest speaker.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6
Compassion in the Muslim Faith
Wadji Said, Muslim Education Trust will be our guest speaker.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13
Compassion Through the Eyes of Youth:
Christian, Muslim, and Jewish Faiths
Youth from Muslim and Jewish congregations, along with youth
from our own congregation will share what compassion and faith
mean to them.

LOCAL TRAVEL
There are special travel opportunities available for
adults throughout the year. Pick up registration
materials in The Commons or at the church office.
Upcoming events include:
APRIL 5
PLAY READING AT THE OLD CHURCH
AND GOURMET LUNCH AT OREGON
CULINARY INSTITUTE
Join us for this popular annual event on April 5 as
professionals read a contemporary comedy in the
setting of the historic Old Church in downtown
Portland. We meet at First UMC at 9:00 AM and
carpool to the Old Church. A gourmet lunch follows
at the Oregon Culinary Institute. Registration is
$22.00 for the play tickets and lunch. We are limited
to 20 participants; deadline is March 15, 2011.
JUNE 9
FIVE COUNTRY FARMS AGRI-TOUR
Enjoy a tour of farms in the Wilsonville area on a
full day (8:45 AM to 4:45 PM) tour on June 9, 2011.
See a working farm with horses, mini donkeys,
sheep, and llama; visit a farm raising alpacas; have
lunch at a champion athletic hunter/jumper horse
and Christmas tree farm; learn about the Bluebird
Recovery Project and enjoy one of the tour’s most
beautiful views at this farm; sipping some wines
at a local winery; and exploring a nursery which
specializes in beautiful roses which should be in
spectacular bloom. Cost is $49 and includes the full
tour, lunch, and transportation by vans from the First
United Methodist Church. Registration is limited to
22 and closes May 1, 2011.

INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM

GREATHOUSE COMMUNITY INTERNS
The Greathouse Community Interns program of First
Church allows two individuals to have an internship
experience, working under the direction of a trained
professional. Past interns have worked in the areas
of housing, emergency food distribution, youth
programs, health clinics, and other service-oriented
settings. Interns receive a grant for their work.
Applications are due by May 13, 2011. Contact the
church office 503/228-3195 for more information.
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MUSIC MINISTRIES
AT FIRST CHURCH

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS
The Chancel Choir sings for Sunday morning worship services. Directed
by Dr. Ethan Sperry, the Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings
in the Sanctuary from 7:00 – 9:00 PM. All are welcome to sing in this
volunteer choir.
The Chancel Choir is singing an afternoon concert of music by Morten
Lauridsen on February 27, 2011 at 3:00 PM in the Sanctuary. They will
be joined by choirs from the First Unitarian and Westminster Presbyterian
churches, and Dr. Lauridsen will be in attendance to narrate the concert.
The Sanctuary Bell Choir, directed by Nancy Hascall, rehearses on
Wednesday evenings in Room 202 from 7:00 – 9:00 PM. Experience
ringing hand bells is necessary for this to be an enjoyable experience.
This group will play for worship on: April 17 and May 22
They are planning to attend the Siskiyou Summit Handbell Conference.
		
MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
The Cherub Choir, directed by Jen Graver, is for children from ages three
through second grade. This choir meets on Sunday mornings in Room 206
from 9:30 – 10:15 AM.
They are singing for worship on: March 13, May 8, June 12
		
The Soundseekers Choir, directed by Ronnee Edwards, is for third through
sixth graders. This choir rehearses on Sunday mornings in Room 136 from
9:30 – 10:15 AM.
They are singing on: April 10, May 1 (a musical after church), May 22
		
The Veritas Choir, directed by Mark Woodward includes seventh grade
through senior high school students. They rehearse on Sunday after church
in Room 202 at 12:00 PM.
They will be singing for worship on: February 13 and May 15
juBELLation, directed by Karin McDonough, is the youth hand bell choir.
They rehearse on Thursday evenings in Room 202 at 6:30 PM.
They will play for worship on: February 13, April 10, June 12

CARNIVAL OF SOUND
The Friends of Music in conjunction with the Rose
Festival present “Carnival of Sound” on June 12, 2011 at
3:00 PM in the sanctuary. The concert will feature Jonas
Nordwall at the Mary L. Collins Pipe Organ and the Big
Horn Brass (a large group of professional brass players).
The program will include a wide variety of organ and
brass arrangements, from the Baroque to modern movie
scores and popular tunes. Jupiter from The Planets will be
a featured work as well as music by Bernstein and Sousa.
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FRIENDS OF MUSIC PRESENT A

Mardi Gras Party
FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2011
6:30 to 9:30 PM
IN COLLINS HALL




 
New Orleans
Jambalaya
Dinner
Swing Street
Dixieland
Band
limited Seating
reservations
required









TICKETS

$25

Tickets are available in
The Commons after
worship each Sunday.

Nursery Care Provided
with a kid friendly meal
For more information about participating
in the music program at First Church,
contact Kelly Qualls at 503/228-3195.
You may also look at the Music Ministry
area on our website at www.fumcpdx.org

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
United Methodist Women join with women in United Methodist congregations around
the world in organizing for mission. We strive to develop a supportive fellowship as we
participate with women, children, and youth in nearly 300 international programs, in 103
national programs, as well as several local programs.
Our Unit President is Marion Hollenberg, 503.640.3270

THE CRYING TREE
by Naseem Rakha
The Adult Ministries
and Church and Society
committees invite you to
participate in our next First
Church Reads. We have
chosen The Crying Tree
by Oregon author Naseem
Rakha. In the words of
one reviewer, The Crying
Tree is “the gripping story
of parents losing a son to
murder and their desperate
hope that an execution
will provide closure, while
allowing readers to consider
the idea of forgiveness as
a means of healing.” The
book will be on sale in the
Commons for $11.50.
THE ALL-COMER’S
BOOK GROUP
The All-Comers Book
group meets the third
Monday of each month
at 7:00 PM in the Church
Library. The March
selection will be Blue Like
Jazz by Donald Miller.
April 18, 2011, there will
be a change of location.
We will watch Nobody’s
Fool at the home of Sonja
Connor. Watch the bulletin
and newsletter for the May
and June selections. For
more information contact
Rosemary Dodds.

UMW UNIT GATHERINGS
UMW Unit Gatherings are the first Wednesday of each month. The meeting is at 10:00 AM
in the Fireside Room for a business meeting followed by a program at 11:00 AM. There is a
brown bag lunch at noon in the Fireside Room.
Wednesday, March 2, 2011: Human Trafficking
Marilyn Outslay will be our guest speaker.
Wednesday, April 6, 2011: Love Mother Earth
Our focus will be the environment and stewardship of the earth.
Wednesday, May 4, 2011: Mission Opportunities in our Own Backyard
Brenda Carpenter, of NW Pilot Ministries will be our guest speaker.
Wednesday, June 1, 2011: Annual Picnic and Installation of Officers
A Musical Year In Review
UMW CIRCLES
Tabitha Sewers
meet the first Wednesday
at 1:00 PM in Room 202
UMW Reading Group
meets the third Wednesday
at 10:00 AM in the Library
Ruth Circle
meet the third Wednesday
at noon in Room 204
Circle of Friends
meet the fourth Wednesday
at 11:30 AM in Room 204
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
March 24, 2011
Legislative Event in Salem:
An Educational Forum on the
Oregon Health Budget
April 8-9, 2011
Metro District UMW Retreat
Rev. Carol Davies will present a
program entitled, A Patchwork
of Spirituality: Finding Peace
Among the Pieces.

Friday, April 29, 2011

The United Methodist Women’s

Quilt

LUNCHEON

The Ninth Annual Spring
Quilt Exhibit and Luncheon
will be Friday, April 29,
2011. The quilts will reflect
the topic: A Fine Line, with
a recurrent circle theme
connecting one quilt to the
next. The luncheon will
complement the theme of
“connection.” Tickets for
the luncheon and program
will be on sale in early April.
Tickets are $20.00 and the net
proceeds will go towards our
work with women, children,
and youth around the world.
For more information contact:
Trudy Kayser.

9

CHILDREN
&
FAMILY
MINISTRIES
NURSERY CARE
Nursery care is available on Sunday mornings for
infants and young children. On Sundays, the nursery
opens at 9:15 AM and is open until 12:15 PM. If
there is a special event following worship, nursery
care is extended. Nursery staff are trained in First Aid
and are CPR certified.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School classes for children are held each
Sunday morning from 10:45 am to 11:30 am.
There are classes for children in: Prekindergarten,
Kindergarten, First Grade, Second/Third grade
combined, and Fourth/Fifth grade combined.
Children leave the 10:30 am worship service after
the Children’s Message. Children can be met in the
classrooms by parents following the conclusion of
worship.
Each grade has a teaching team of six volunteers.
Typically, a pair of teachers will teach for a full
month, and then rotate. This system allows for our
teaching volunteers to continue attending church
services on a regular basis.
If you are interested in joining a teaching team next
school year or teaching during Summer Sunday
school, please contact Megan Humphreys-Loving.
FOOD AND FRIENDS
A gathering for parents and friends of parents meet
on the fourth Saturday of every month. All are
welcome to attend. Child care is available from
5:30 to 9:00 PM. The dinner/activity begins at
6:00 PM. Upcoming gatherings are: February 26,
March 26, and April 30. (Please note the change of
date in April due to Easter.)
FAMILY GAME NIGHT
Young families are invited to attend game night at
the church. Bring a favorite game, a small snack to
share, and meet in room 202 from 6:00 to 7:30 PM.
Childcare is provided.
Upcoming Game Nights include:
Sunday, March 13, 2011
Sunday, April 17, 2011
Sunday, May 15, 2011

10

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN ACTION

GOOSE HOLLOW FAMILY
SHELTER
Sunday School participants and
families are encouraged to work
together to provide Meal Hosts and
Kid Times for the Goose Hollow
Family Shelter located in First
Church. We have three nights reserved
to serve: April 1, April 2 and April
3, 2011. If you are interested in
participating, please contact:
Megan Humphreys-Loving.
NATURE WALK
There will be a Nature Walk on
Saturday, April 16, 2011 from 10:00
AM to noon. Bob Wilson, one of our
resident naturalists, will lead this
informative and engaging hike in
a local setting. Please sign up with
Megan Humphreys-Loving or in
Collins Hall after worship starting in
March.
PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL
On Sunday, April 17, 2011 at
10:00 AM bring your children to
their Sunday School classrooms to
prepare for the parade! All children
are invited to join in our Palm Sunday
processional in the worship service.
Purple shirts and palms are provided.
Come for a joyful celebration as we
begin Holy Week.
EASTER EGG HUNT
On Sunday, April 24, there will be
Easter Egg Hunts in the Fireside
Room following the 9:00 and 11:00
AM worship services. All ages are
invited to come and participate in the
hunt. Join us rain or shine!

SUMMER CAMPS
Families and children of all
ages are encouraged to check
out the great summer camps
that the United Methodist
Conference has to offer in
2011. Visit their website at:
www.GoCamping.org
If you are looking for a camp
for your third to fifth grader,
consider the Mid Summer
Challenge, July 17-22, 2010
at Camp Magruder. Megan
Humphreys-Loving is the
dean of this exciting and
challenging camp on the coast.
Scholarships are available for
camps this summer. Talk to
Megan Humphreys-Loving
for more information about
applications and possibilities.
VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
We have not hosted a Vacation
Bible School in recent years
at First Church. If you are
interested in bringing VBS to
First UMC, plan to attend a
discussion meeting on Sunday,
March 13, 2011 following
worship.
CONTACT
Megan
Humphreys-Loving
503/228-3195 ext. 227
mhumphreys-loving@
fumcpdx.org

PASTORAL
CARE

YOUTH
MINISTRIES
We are a diverse group of youth ranging from 6th to
12th grade. This spring, the youth will be learning
about world religions and talking with youth of other
faiths about compassion.
YOUTH ON SUNDAY MORNINGS
On Sunday mornings we explore compelling issues
facing youth in the church and in the world. Sunday
School starts at 9:30 AM. Middle School youth meet
in Room 209 and high school youth meet in the Youth
Room, below the sanctuary.
YOUTH VOLUNTEERS-FISH SUNDAYS
The middle school and high school youth groups both
volunteer to help load donated food in to cars on the
first Sunday of the month. Join us in the narthex at
11:35 AM to help out with this important volunteer
opportunity.
YOUTH MUSIC PROGRAM
See page 8 of this guide for details of the youth music
program.
SPECIAL EVENTS
Sunday, March 6, 2011 - Annual Pancake Feed
The youth will meet at 9:00 AM on Sunday, March
6, 2011 in the Collins Hall Kitchen to start mixing
and flipping pancakes. We will serve lunch to the
congregation at 11:45 AM in Collins Hall. This will be
a fund raiser for our summer adventure.

YOUTH
SPEAK

Wednesday,
April 13
6:00 PM

Youth Speak
First UMC youth have been
invited to participate in an interfaith
conversation with youth from the
Muslim Educational Trust about
how we practice compassion in our
lives. All are encouraged to participate.

Confirmation Sunday
May 22, 2011

Spring Break
adventures
in your

‘HOOD
Monday, March 21, 2011
Mall Scavenger Hunt
Meet at the food court of
Washington Square Mall in Tigard
at 1:00 PM for a scavenger hunt
around the mall. We will be
finished by 3:00 PM.
Wednesday, March 23, 2011
Movie Matinee
We will go to a movie together at
Century 16 East Park Cinemas.
Stay tuned for title and time.
Friday, March 25, 2011
Mystery Trip
Meet at the Portland First UMC
at 1:00 PM for a Destination
Unknown Trip. We will return to
the church for pick up at 5:00 PM.
Saturday, March 26, 2011
SOLV Beach Clean Up
Youth are invited to join with
the First Church community for
a trip to the beach to aid in the
clean up efforts by thousands of
Oregonians. This event needs
several adult chaperones to
sign up for carpooling. If you
are interested in participating
or chaperoning, please contact
Megan Humphreys- Loving.
(Note: the date has changed from
previous publications.)
CONTACT
Megan Humphreys-Loving
503/228-3195 ext. 227
mhumphreys-loving@
fumcpdx.org

PASTORAL CARE
First Church provides pastoral
care for those who are: sick
at home or in the hospital, in
a time of personal or family
crisis, experiencing grief
following a death, or in need
of supportive counseling.
We also seek to keep regular
contact with our home bound
members.
STEPHEN MINISTRY
In addition, there is a Stephen
Ministry program at First
Church, which provides
caring Christian support and
friendship through a trained
lay ministry team. These
individuals provide a listening
ear when a crisis arises. They
are there when you are dealing
with a death, prolonged illness,
or other challenges. To receive
the services of a Stephen
Minister, contact Tom Foster
through the church office.
All pastoral care needs and
requests should be directed to
Rev. Tom Foster, our Minister
of Pastoral Care. Rev. Foster
can be reached at 503/2283195 ext. 233 or at tfoster@
fumcpdx.org.
CONTACT
Rev. Tom Foster
503/228-3195 ext. 233
tfoster@ fumcpdx.org
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A CELEBRATION

OF OUTSTANDING MINISTRY
On Sunday, June 26, 2011 First Church will say a very fond farewell to Arvin and Sue Luchs.
After over nearly forty years in ministry and ten years as Senior Minister of First Church,
Dr. Luchs will be retiring at the end of June. Sue is also retiring after decades of devoted teaching
in schools from Oregon to Nashville. Sunday, June 26, 2011 will be their last Sunday with us.
We ask all members and friends of First Church to join us in worship. Afterwards, in Collins Hall,
we will celebrate the ministry of Dr. Luchs and Sue. We wish them every blessing as they embark
upon a new and richly deserved journey in their lives.

ACONGREGATION
RECONCILING

As a Reconciling Congregation, members of
First United Methodist Church have pledged
to welcome and support all who want to
worship with us, regardless of race, gender,
class or sexual orientation.

First Church has been a Reconciling Congregation since 1993. The Reconciling Ministry Team
creates a variety of opportunities to demonstrate our commitment as a Reconciling Congregation.
MARCH 20, 2011 - R+ FRIENDS LUNCH
Meet at 12:00 PM in Collins Hall to venture to a local restaurant for lunch together.
APRIL 17, 2011 - R+ FRIENDS LUNCH
Meet at 12:00 PM in Collins Hall to venture to a local restaurant for lunch together.
CONTACT
Our Reconciling
Ministry Coordinators
are Dan Strickland
and Dan Woodward.
For more information.
contact the church at
503/228-3195.

GOOSE
HOLLOW
FAMILY

shelter

MAY 15, 2011 - R+ FRIENDS LUNCH
Meet at 12:00 PM in Collins Hall to venture to a local restaurant for lunch together.
JUNE 19, 2011
PORTLAND PRIDE PARADE
Be a part of the First Church contingent that will be marching in this year’s Pride Parade on
Sunday, June 19, 2011. We’ll meet at church at 10:15 AM and take the MAX to the parade route.

GOOSE HOLLOW FAMILY SHELTER
The Goose Hollow Family Shelter is a winter emergency shelter, started at First Church in 1994,
and is one of the few family shelters in the Portland metro area that allows homeless families to
stay together while living in a temporary shelter. Goose Hollow is also part of a larger community
alliance to end homelessness by addressing the root causes of homelessness and advocating for
affordable housing, living wages, health care. The Shelter season now runs year round.
Explore the ways to fully participate in the life and community of the Goose Hollow Family Shelter
by visiting the webpage of their parent organization, Portland Homeless Family Solutions, at:
www.goosehollowfamilyshelter.org. There is a training available on the first Tuesday of each month
at 5:00 PM in the gym.
Brandi Tuck,
Director of the Goose Hollow Family Shelter at 503/915-8306 or brandi@pdxfhs.org
Allie Brucculeri,
Communications/Volunteer Coordinator at 503/915-8307 or allie@pdxhfs.org
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