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As a Reconciling  
Congregation,  
members of  
First United  

Methodist Church  
have pledged to  

welcome and support  
all who want to worship  
with us, regardless of  
race, gender, class or  
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH

f

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 

 
 
April 24 
Easter Sunday 
9:00 & 11:00 AM 
 
May 1 
10:30 AM 
 
 

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP


 ASTER
E

WORSHIP SERVICES

9 11

EAStER SUNDAY FOR CHILDREN
On Easter Sunday we are offering an activity period for children in 
Preschool in Room 208 and Kindergarten and First Grade in Room 206, 
following the Children’s Time. Children in Second Grade and up are  
encouraged to remain in worship with their families. After each service 
we will have an Easter Egg hunt for kids of all ages in the Fireside 
Room. The egg hunt will start ten minutes after the church service. 
Bring your Easter baskets to collect eggs!

Rev. Dr. Arvin Luchs will be preaching 
Prelude music by the Festival Brass  
The Chancel Choir will end the service with the Hallelujah Chorus

BELIEVING  THINKING  ACTING
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Rev. Dr.  
Arvin R.  
Luchs

memo

Any investigation of the roots of contemporary worship resources is certain to find the fingerprints of 
John Ylvisaker. For more than 45 years, the Minnesota Lutheran composer has produced hymns and 
liturgies as well as producing radio and television shows—and, by the way, teaching high school music 
and directing a church choir. More than a thousand of his songs have been copyrighted—and he still 
performs them at festivals, retreats and conferences. One of my favorites, I Was There to Hear Your 
Borning Cry, reminds us that God is a part of all our days—from birth onward. Its final verse haunts my 
mind:

 When the evening gently closes in 
 and you shut your weary eyes, 
 I’ll be there as I have always been 
 with just one more surprise … 
 
The story of Easter is about a God’s surprise! 
 
On one level it is rooted in an ancient story of Jesus’ execution at the hands of Roman soldiers—the 
Empire’s solution to those who roil the waters of power and authority. It is expressed in the fear and grief 
of his followers, discouraged and disappointed, certain their hope for God’s new creation was forever 
dashed.  But on that Sunday morning—God’s surprise! The one who was dead is now alive. God’s power 
was mightier than the State—even stronger than the bonds of death. Nothing could stop the Christ and his 
reign of love. 
 
On another level it is a surprising promise for us, today. The late William Sloane Coffin said it so well:

By all appearances, it is a Good Friday world. But by the light of Easter, through the thick 
darkness covering the nations, we can dimly discern a “Yes, but” kind of message. Yes, fear and 
self-righteousness, indifference and sentimentality kill, but love never dies, not with God, and 
not even with us. The Easter message says that all the tenderness and strength which on Good 
Friday we saw scourged, buffeted, stretched out on a cross—all that beauty and goodness is 
again alive, and with us now not as a memory that inevitable fades, but as an undying presence 
in the life of every single one of us, if only we could recognize it. Christ’s resurrection promises 
our own resurrection, for Christ is risen pro nobis, for us, to put love in our hearts, decent 
thoughts in our head, and a little more iron in our spines. Christ is risen to convert us, not from 
life to something more than life, but from something less than life to the possibility of full life 
itself. As it is written, “The glory of God is a human being fully alive.” *

Come join us Sunday as we remember the story of Easter—but, most important—as we rejoice over 
God’s Easter surprise for us!    
 
There will be two glorious Festival Services complete with a brass ensemble, the Chancel Choirs under 
the baton of Dr. Ethan Sperry, Jonas Nordwall at the Mary L. Collins Sanctuary Organ—a special 
Egg Hunt for the children—and the celebration of the God who has “… one more surprise”—for us—
eternally! 
 
It will be a time not only to express our joy—but also a fitting time to respond in gratitude. Our Easter 
Offering is an opportunity to make a second mile gift that helps ensure that the mission of Christ to bring 
new life and hope will not stumble or falter.   
 
Let us be generous in our praise of a surprising God—and generous in our love for others. 
 
See you in Church! 

Arvin  

*Coffin, William Sloan, sermon, Like Him We Rise, preached April 3, 1983, The Collected Sermons of William Sloane 
Coffin: The Riverside Years, Vol. 2, Westminister John Knox Press, Louisville, KY., 2008, p.29
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CHANgINg CHRIStIANItY 
Will not meet on Easter Sunday. They will resume on Sunday,  
May 1, 2011 at 9:00 AM in Room 202.

FELLOWSHIP OF SEEkERS 
This class meets each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134 
The class is open to all who seek spiritual growth through study and 
discussion of writings by current and historic religious thinkers. 
Following a time of fellowship, lively discussions are led by different 
class members each week. Currently, we are discussing Robert C. 
Morris’ book, Wrestling with Grace: A Spirituality for the Rough 
Edges of Daily Life.

PURSUIt OF tHE SOUL 
Pursuit of the Soul is a series of classes will focus on art and 
spirituality and will meet in the Fireside Room from 9:15-10:15 AM 
from May 1 to June 12, 2011. 
  
The first two sessions, May 1 & 8 will be: Art as Meditation, led by 
Martha Powell This two-week class will feature Blessing the Space 
Between Us, a book of poems, prayers and blessings by Rev. John 
O’Donnahue. We will also explore Creativity: Where the Divine and 
the Human Meet by Mathew Fox. Come prepared to create through 
watercolor and collage, to discuss the mystery of prayers and to seek 
the presence of God. The May 15 session will be Soul Collages, led 
by Cindy Force. Watch for further details on subsequent classes.

sunday school classes
adult

YOUNg ADULtS 
If you are between 19 and 30, you are invited to come 
on Sunday, May 1, 2011 to Room 202 at noon to meet 
other people your age who attend this church! We 
will have a meal together, get better acquainted, and 
talk about what you would like to do together. Please 
contact Rev. Peggy Luckman at pluckman@fumcpdx.
org or 503/228-3195 and let her know you are coming 
so the food can be ordered. If this group interests you 
but you cannot attend on May 1st, let Peggy know so 
you will be included in the follow-up information.   

AN INVItAtION 
The UMVIM Team to Palestine/Israel invites the 
congregation to join them on Sunday, May 1, 2011 at  
noon in the Fireside Room. Rev. Canon Richard Toll, 
chair of Friends of Sabeel, North America, will share 
his experiences from the February, 2011, International 
Conference that was held in Jerusalem. Those who 
follow the news are aware that the situation in 
Palestine/Israel changes daily. Rev. Toll will talk about 
what he observed “on the ground” during his recent 
visit. He will also explain the KAIROS document, 
which is a prayerful call of Palestinian Christians to 
end the occupation. A light lunch will be served and a 
free will offering taken. There will be an opportunity 
to meet members of the UMVIM team from First 
UMC who will travel to Palestine in October, as well 
as to learn more about Sabeel, an international peace 
movement initiated by Palestinian Christians in the 
Holy Land. 

EMO BANQUEt 
Members and friends of First Church can show their 
continued support for Ecumenical Ministries of 
Oregon (EMO) by attending its Annual Awards and  
Community Celebration Dinner to be held on May, 12, 
2011, at the Hilton Hotel, 921 SW 6th Ave., Portland. 
 
The event honors important ministries of churches, 
organizations and individuals. Check-in, silent 
auction, cocktails, and appetizers begin at 5:00 PM 
with the banquet to follow at 6:30 PM. We would 
hope to fill at least two tables (ten persons each). 
Tickets for this event are $60 per person. You may 
send your check for tickets to the church  
office, made out to First UMC, marked EMO 
Banquet. We hope you will plan on being a part of this 
enjoyable area-wide event.  If you have any questions, 
contact: Cal Brockman, at 503/292-6270. Please 
RSVP by May 5, 2011. 
 

PRAYERS OF SYMPAtHY FOR ...
Holly Martin, on the recent death of her brother ...

PRAYERS OF CELEBRAtION FOR ...
Richard Colgan and Betty Cobb, who were married on
 Friday, April 8, 2011 ...

PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Kyong Vaandering, who is recovering from surgery...
Ed Curtis, who is recovering from surgery ...
Nancy Beth Davis, who is recovering from a recent hospitalization ...

OUR PRAYERS CONtINUE FOR ... 
Doris Lavely, Karen Smith, and Eleanor Stubbs ...

our prayers & concerns 

this that
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All women are invited to participate in the following activities.  
We strive to develop a supportive fellowship as we promote concern 
for women, children and youth at home and abroad. President, Marion 
Hollenberg: 503/640-3270 
 
UNItED MEtHODISt WOMEN QUILt SHOW & LUNCHEON 
The United Methodist Women present the ninth annual Quilt Show and 
Luncheon on Friday, April 29, 2011. This year our quilters have chosen the 
theme of “A Fine Line.” It is a theme of recurring circles as they connect 
one quilt to the next. The quilt preview begins at 11:30 PM, lunch at 12:00 
PM and program at 12:30 PM. Tickets are $20.00 with $15.00 designated for 
Mission Giving.   
 
UMW UNIt MEEtINg 
“Paper or plastic?” Or do you remember you own bag from home? Our 
legislators are discussing a proposal regarding the use of plastic shopping 
bags. Love Mother Earth will be the program subject at the UMW Unit 
meeting, May 4, 2011 at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room with a video 
presentation titled: Bag It, regarding plastic bags. After the meeting, 
members will have lunch at the Oregon Culinary Institute. Cost of meal, 
including tip is $12.00. President Marion Hollenberg. 503/640-3270. 
 
tABItHA CIRCLE 
The Tabitha Circle will meet Wednesday, May 4 from1:00 PM to 3:00 PM in 
Room 202. 
 
CHURCH WOMEN UNItED 
The Church Women United will meet May 6, 2011 at St. Luke Lutheran 
Church located at 6835 SW 45th Avenue, Portland, Oregon. The program is: 
Living Our Friendship, Passing on the Key. Registration is at 9:30 AM and 
the meeting begins at 10:00 AM. Contact: Betty-Lou Hare 503/292-1773 
 
PLANNINg tEAM 
The Planning Team will meet Wednesday, April 27 at 9:30 AM in Room 110. 
 
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 
The Circle of Friends will meet on Wednesday, April 27 at noon in Room 
204. Ruth Green will present the program “Mission in the Age of Global 
Christianity.” Bring a sandwich for lunch.  Chair: Mary Covert at  
503/652-6480. 
 
OREgON-IDAHO CONFERENCE UNItED MEtHODISt WOMEN 
Not In My Neighborhood – A Young Women’s Event. The Oregon-Idaho 
Conference United Methodist Women are sponsoring a spiritual growth and 
social action retreat on human trafficking. The event is May 21,2011 from 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM at Aldersgate Retreat Center near Turner, Oregon.  
The $20.00 registration fee includes lunch.  Please call Helen VanNice at  
541/753-4118 or email her at hvannice@teleport.com for registration 
information. Registration deadline is May 1, 2011. Note: Everyone is 
welcome even though the event is focused on younger women.

women

care

united methodist

an opportunity to 

PROJECT

CARE MAIL

Winning Hearts & Minds
We are collectingGifts for Afghani children  
and military personnel at Camp Leatherneck, 
Afghanistan, through the month of May. Bring 
your items to the donation boxes in Collins 
Hall. If you have questions about this project 
contact: Mark Ohlson at 503/228-3195 ext. 220 
or mohlson@fumcpdx.org. Here are the items 
needed:

For the Local Population
  Baby Crocs and 
 Children’s sturdy Crocs or Sandals
 Children’s Sunglasses
 Beannie Babies or small Stuffed Animals
 Crayons and Coloring Books
 Candy and Chocolate
 
For the Marines and Sailors:
 Beef Jerky
 Candy and Chocolate
 Baby Wipes and Hand Sanitizer
 Hygiene and Toiletries

DININg OUt FOR LIFE
On Thursday, April 28, 2011 community  
conscious restaurants around the Metro area 
will share between 20 and 30 % of their  
proceeds with EMO’s HIV Day Center and 
the Partnership Project to Support people  
living with HIV/AIDS in the Portland area.  
To find a list of participating restaurants  
access www.diningoutforlife.com/portland.

DINE 
OUT &
FIGHT
AIDS
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REV. PEGGY LUCKMAN
“Let all that you do be done 
in love.”  The Apostle Paul

As a person who doesn’t care 
for change when life seems 
good, the announcement of 
Arvin’s retirement wasn’t easy 
to hear.  Working together has 
been a real gift for me. I find 
myself experiencing many 
feelings: joy for Arvin and Sue 
and their retirement with all 
its possibilities, thankfulness 
for the time we have shared in 
ministry together, sadness that 
this will be ending, and that 
normal uneasiness that is a part 
of the anticipation of  changes 
that happen with any leadership 
change. I have heard many 
of you express similar feelings.  

What we do in this time of 
transition is important work.   
I encourage you to mindfully 
celebrate Arvin’s leadership, 
acknowledging the gifts you 
have received during his 
leadership here. This is also a 
time to begin letting go of what 
has been so that we can be open 
to the changes that are coming 
our way.

Honor this time of transition,  
and take the time to sit quietly 
with it. When we speak to share 
our joys and our concerns, 
may we do so in the spirit of 
thanksgiving for what is and has 
been, and express a gracious 
anticipation of our future 
together.    

Peggy

    

brief
notesenvironment

looking at our

PLANEt CHURCH INVItE YOU FOR POPCORN & A MOVIE 
Bag It is a clever, funny, irreverent and thought-provoking documentary, showing in the 
Fireside Room, Wednesday, May 11, 2011, at 7:00 PM. Curl up with a favorite friend and a 
bag of popcorn to enjoy the story of an average guy who notices all the plastic bags piling 
up in his house. He embarks on a personal quest to figure out where they come from, why 
they’re so ubiquitous and where they end up after they’re thrown away. You won’t want to 
miss this humorous, well-crafted, informative documentary. Sponsored by Planet Church 
and the United Methodist Women.

BRINgINg OUR VOICES tOgEtHER FOR CLIMAtE JUStICE 
On Saturday, May 14, 2011 a forum entitled: Climate Ethics and Equity: Bringing Our 
Voices Together for Climate Justice, from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM. Registration begins at  
9:00 AM. The event will be held at First United Methodist Church, in Collins Hall.  
This forum will bring together community members, religious leaders, health experts,  
indigenous voices, ethicists and clean energy jobs leaders to discuss some of the most  
pressing ethical issues of climate equity on the local, regional and global levels. Our  
keynoter is Kathleen Dean Moore, author of Moral Ground: Ethical Action for a Planet  
in Peril, is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy and University Writer Laureate at  
Oregon State University, where she teaches environmental ethics and moral reasoning. 
A panel on local, regional, and global climate equity issues facilitated by the Rev. David 
Wheeler, ethicist and Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church follows the keynote. The event 
concludes with action-focused breakouts on various climate equity topics. There is no 
charge for the event but an offering will be taken for OIPL’s match grant. Lunch may be 
ordered for $10 per person (Hot Lips Vegetarian Pizza). Sponsored by Oregon Interfaith 
Power and Light, Jubilee Oregon, Umqua Bank, First United Methodist Church and Wayne 
Morse Center of University of Oregon. Register securely online at www.emoregon.org or 
by calling 503/221-1054.

BREAD FOR tHE WORLD  
OFFERINg OF LEttERS IN MAY 
At First Church, we add our own voices to  
Bread for the World’s collective Christian voice  
urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger. 
We do this by participating in the “Offering of  
Letters” whereby we submit handwritten letters 
to our Congressional leadership urging reform of 
U.S. foreign assistance to make it more effective in 
reducing poverty and enabling millions of people to 
move out of hunger. You’ll hear more about this  
annual effort in the weeks to come. Stay tuned!

O F F E R I N G  O F  L E T T E R S

LOWELL gREAtHOUSE COMMUNItY INtERNSHIPS 
We are now accepting applications for the 2011 Lowell Greathouse Community  
Internships.  If you or someone you know would like to be an intern in a community 
organization this summer, contact Rev. Luckman at 503/228-3195 or e-mail at  
pluckman@fumcpdx.org. The deadline for applications is May 15, 2011.



Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on 
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The 
next Circuit Rider will be published on May 11, 2011.

Bulletin insert information 
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.

Sunday service participant 
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon 
on Wednesday.

E-mail: 
office@fumcpdx.org

The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at 
www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter

The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church 
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

Supporting the Blessed Community
As of April 5, 2011

HOUSE- 
HOLDS

RESPONDING

RESOURCES
COMMITTED
TO MISSION

RESOURCES
NEEDED

FOR MISSION

% OF
RESOURCES
COMMITTED

$867,742348 $910,000 95.00%

Estimate of Giving Cards are available in the church pews 
and can be placed in the offering plates or taken to the church  
office.

A NOtE OF tHANkS
Special thanks to Steve Groves and Dora 
Luckert for several weeks of volunteer help 
preparing, serving, cleaning and assisting in 
so many ways with the 2011 Lenten Suppers.  
Also helping out this year: Martha Connell, 
Faith Emerson, Ruth Green, Vernon Groves, 
Tami Lazzaro, Ed Luckman, Dee Poujade, 
Joanne and Tom Rannells, and Jim Teisher.
 
There has been minimal paper product waste 
this year thanks to dish washing help from the 
Planet Church team and other volunteers.  
I appreciate all the help.    
Mike Copeland


