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Portland First 
United Methodist 
Church declares that 
we will be an advocate 
for peace in our local 
communities and world. 
As a Reconciling 
Congregation, 
members of 
First United 
Methodist Church 
have pledged to 
welcome and support 
all who want to worship 
with us, regardless of 
race, gender, class or 
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH



WORSHIP
AT FIRST
CHURCH

July 3
10:30 AM
Rev. Peggy Luckman
Preaching
A Report from Annual
Conference

July 10
10:30 AM
Rev. Donna Pritchard
Preaching

sUNDAY
woRsHiP

BELIEVING  THINKING  ACTING

WWelcome
REV. DONNA PRITCHARD
TO FIRST CHURCH

We welcome our new pastor, The Rev. Donna Pritchard, to our congregation! In doing so, we 
join many other United Methodist Churches who have a change in pastoral leadership this 
summer. Her fi rst day in the offi ce will be July 5, 2011 and her fi rst Sunday in worship will be 
July 10th.

Rev. Pritchard, a graduate of Iliff School of Theology, comes to us having served eight years 
as the District Superintendent (now called Assistant to the Bishop) of the Southern District in 
the Oregon Idaho Conference. For fi ve of those years she also served as Dean of the Cabinet.  
Previous to her conference leadership, she served churches in Albany, Silverton, Sherwood, 
Newberg, Cave Junction and Wilderville. She brings an ecumenical background, having 
served in Presbyterian and Lutheran churches in her years at seminary and having partici-
pated in ministerial associations during her years of ministry in Oregon. Previous to seminary 
years, Rev. Pritchard provided pulpit supply, hospital calling and youth ministry in Anchorage, 
Alaska.

Her service to the broader church has included work with the Order of Elders, the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, work on the Conference Sexual Misconduct Policy, and participation in 
Jurisdictional gatherings. She enjoys working in connectional settings of the United Methodist 
Church. 
 
As you will see in her fi rst column for the Circuit Rider, she has much that she loves in her 
life. As we welcome her to this congregation, we look forward to getting to know her. We will 
offi cially welcome Donna on Sunday, July 10, 2011 during worship and at a reception that will 
follow in Collins Hall.



Hello, Portland! Hello, First Church! I caught my breath a little on Sunday morning of Annual 
Conference, when I heard my name read by Bishop Hoshibata, appointing me into this new 
ministry partnership with you. I am, maybe just like you, both excited and a little bit terrified. 
Beginnings are always like that for me. 
 
So I’ve been listening this week to David Whyte’s, Clear Mind, Wild Heart: Finding Courage 
and Clarity Through Poetry. In it, he quotes Antonio Machado, speaking about the calling to 
courage in this way, “Anyone who moves on, even a little, walks like Jesus on the water.” That 
is a good reminder for us in these days of change. Moving on, saying “yes” to God’s calling 
in our lives is a small miracle every time we manage it. Embracing change and finding the 
opportunities it holds for us ... that is not so far removed from the miracle of walking on water. 
 
I am anxious to join you, to get to know you as individuals and as a church. I am honored and 
humbled by the opportunity to minister with you here in Portland. So let me take the first stab at 
introductions ... 
 
I am 56 years old, though I feel about 26. I have been in ministry within Oregon for 28 years, 
the last eight of which have been spent on Cabinet. My passion for Jesus Christ and my 
connection to the Holy Spirit are what centers me in my life and in my work. The other loves 
of my life are my two young adult children. Sarah is 24!, living in Oakland, CA and working 
for the San Francisco-based “Family Violence Prevention Fund.” Kate is 19 and will be a 
sophomore at Pacific Lutheran University this fall. Both of my daughters are beautiful, grace-
filled, loving and fun people to know.  
 
When I am not working I enjoy art (my current favorite medium is silk painting, though I also 
will dabble in acrylics, photography and jewelry-making from time to time). I love music (I play 
at my piano and enjoy listening to people who really know what they are doing at concerts of 
all sorts).  Theater, cooking, movies, swimming, hiking, camping, reading, canoeing ... the list 
could go on and on. Ever since my undergraduate degree in Recreation and Parks Management, 
I have discovered that there are thousands of ways to find joy in life. And I am open to 
experiencing as many of them as possible!   
 
On the wall above my kitchen desk is a small collage I created recently, a sort of reminder 
for myself of what it means to get out of the boat and risk walking on water. In the center of 
the piece is a spinning wheel showing lots of options, (“maybe”, “perhaps”, “wait”, “no”, 
“possibly”)... but pointing toward “YES!” Around that wheel are these words:  “Cherish 
Imagination ... Embrace Life.” 
 
As you say good-bye and offer your gratitude to Arvin and Sue Luchs, please know I will be 
holding you all in my prayers. For ten years Arvin has graciously provided you with excellent 
leadership and compassionate care. For ten years you have grown together as a faith community, 
continuing a long legacy of transformative work in the world. There is much to celebrate. 
 
Which is why I am more excited than terrified. Because I know First Church Portland is a place 
of grace. I know you are a people of courage. And I know God is with us whenever we move 
on, even a little, in the direction of God’s call. A small miracle, perhaps. But one which will 
make a huge difference in our lives and in the life of the world we have been called to serve.   
 
Grace, Peace (and Joy) ... 

Donna
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Rev. Donna  
Pritchard

a message 
from our 
new pastor
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brief
notes

REV. PEGGY LUCKMAN
Let all you do be done in love.    
First Corinthians 16:14
 
Our congregation has many ways in which  
we involve ourselves in the community.   
We take tours around town, go on youth 
outings, hike together, or visit someplace 
special with a group of our church friends. 
We volunteer for off-site ministries. 

Whenever any group within the church 
sponsors an off-site activity involving 
shared transportation, or any group leaves 
from the parking lot for an outing together, 
our church requires all participants to 
provide the following information to the 
church office: a waiver of liability, current 
medical information, permission to allow 
a background check if needed, and for 
drivers, proof of auto insurance which meets 
the church’s minimum required limits and 
permission for the church to do a motor 
vehicle record check. 

Few of us like doing the paperwork, but these 
requirements have been put in place for the 
safety and protection of all group participants 
and the church. The church office will provide 
you with the necessary forms. Thanks in 
advance for returning completed forms to the 
office several days before the event, and for 
providing us with the information that enables 
us all to be caring and act responsibly on 
behalf of each other and the church.   

May all your summer activities be safe and 
enjoyable! 

 Peggy
    

DowNtowN CoMPAssioN CLiNiC  
Date: saturday, July 9, 2011, from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Coliseum 
In addition to recruiting volunteers for this upcoming event, First Church will also 
be collecting Personal Care Items, which will be distributed to the uninsured and 
underinsured guests who will be receiving care at the free medical and dental clinics 
that day. Living on the streets, or with a very restricted income, makes everyday 
purchases of these supplies difficult.  

a report on finances
summer 2011

FRoM tHE FiNANCE CoMMittEE
We are writing to bring you a mid-summer budget report for First United 
Methodist Church—and enlist your response and support!

The good news is that, with careful management, we have met payroll and 
paid all our bills. We have concern, though, that we are able to do so for the 
remainder of the year.

We went into this budget year with a modest—but significant gap between 
our actual pledges and the needs of our church program. In previous years, 
we have been able to manage such gaps through careful spending and some 
generous gifts.

Now, halfway through our year, for several reasons our income, while greater 
than last year, is below what is needed to end the year “in the black.”   
Currently we have a shortfall of $32,110. There are several reasons:
- all of us feel the “pinch” of this lingering recession and higher energy prices.  
- a few of the groups that regularly use our building have scaled back their 
programs—resulting in less income to help reimburse operating costs.
- tragically a few of our members have experienced unemployment and are 
unable to fulfill their estimated giving.  
 
Fortunately, with everyone’s help, we can change that situation.

We are working closely with our wonderful staff to control spending and 
discover economies that will help us all.

We are grateful for your faithful giving.  It is especially important in the sum-
mertime when overall income can lag.  We know that some of us are strug-
gling against difficult circumstances. A few families have fallen behind in the 
giving they had estimated and we hope that everyone will make an effort to 
be current in their pledge. If you need to discuss your estimate of giving, our 
Business Administrator, Christine Bostick, would be happy to talk with you.  
And, of course, our pastors are always available for spiritual counsel.

If you are able, an extra-mile gift would be greatly appreciated. An envelope 
entitled “My Extra Mile Gift for First UMC” is enclosed for this purpose. You 
can either mail the envelope to the church or leave it in the collection plate. 
Thank you for your contribution to First United Methodist Church.
 
Ted Moon,
Chair of the Finance Committee



4

CHANGiNG CHRistiANitY 
Meets each Sunday morning at 9:00 AM in Room 202.

READERs’ tHEAtER 
The popular Readers’ Theater is back for late Spring and early 
Summer. Come to these Sunday morning classes, 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
in the Fireside Room. You will participate in reading aloud a part in 
one of the plays, or you may sit back and enjoy listening to others 
read. There will also be time to discuss each play. Clare Humphrey 
will lead each class session.

July 17, 24, 31: JB 
J.B.  by Archibald MacLeish. This play is based on the Biblical story 
of Job. J.B., a wealthy banker, loses everything but struggles  
to maintain his faith. MacLeish examines how people can retain hope 
and keep on living, despite all the suffering in the world.

sunday school classes
adult

PRAYERs oF CoNCERN FoR ...
Betty Hager, who has moved to an assisted living  

facility in Longview, WA where she will be near 
her daughter  ...

Kyong Vaandering, who is receiving treatment
 for cancer ...

oUR PRAYERs CoNtiNUE FoR ...   
Judie Carpenter, Karen Smith, and Virginia Townend

PRAYERs FoR oUR MiLitARY  
PERsoNNEL sERViNG ABRoAD ...
Jared Bomberger, who is serving in Iraq ...

CoNGRAtULAtioNs ...
Yata Doe, who recently graduated from Portland State 
University ...





PRAYERS

THANKS

CONCERNS

GRATITUDE
sACRAMENto tRiP 
Youth 2011 is fast approaching. Keep the youth and adults who are 
traveling to Sacramento CA in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Zach Little, Makenzie Aaby, Maddy Bell Hauenstein, Sarah 
Williams, Erik Little, and Megan Humphreys-Loving will be 
heading south on Tuesday, July 26 and will return on Sunday,  
July 31, 2011. 
 
Many thanks to you who have donated from the Wall O’Money! 
So far we have raised $1,070. There are still almost 180 envelopes 
left. You can still help out to get these kids to California. Grab an 
envelope or say a prayer, or both!

YoUtH LUNCH 
On Sunday, July 10, 2011 the youth will head out to meet for lunch 
at Mazatlan Mexican Restaurant. We will gather in Collins Hall 
immediately after church to welcome Rev. Pritchard, and then will 
head to lunch around 12:15 PM. Bring $10 for food. We will walk 
from the church, and return by 2:15 PM.

FRoM ARViN & sUE 
Wow! You people really know how to throw a party!  
Sue and I were overwhelmed by your expressions of 
farewell and that wonderful send-off reception. A full 
choir—lots of good humor—amazing gifts and cards—
touching expressions of appreciation—even Jonas on 
the accordion! Thank you to all, especially Richard  
Allan and the SPRC, Debby Fisher and the Lay  
Leaders, and Kelly Qualls, Jonas Nordwall and Ethan 
Sperry and the musicians who orchestrated the party.  
We will always have First Church and all of you in our 
hearts and prayers.  
Arvin and Sue Luchs

tHANK YoU CHURCH BAKERs
The recent Carnival of Sound concert was hugely 
successful, and the reception that followed provided 
an opportunity for visitors, musicians, and church 
members to mingle and enjoy the dozens of homemade 
cookies and bars that you provided. I think we can 
truthfully say that we had the best baked goods of the 
Rose Festival. Thank you.

support our youth

FAMiLY PotLUCK
iN tHE CoLLiNs CoURtYARD & FiREsiDE RooM
There will be a Family Potluck on Sunday, August 14, 2011 in the Collins Courtyard and 
Fireside Room. Bring a dish to pass, something to throw on the grill, and the kids!
Gathering after church for some outdoor fun, food, and fellowship. More details to follow.
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UMCoR wEst 
A team of workers from  
Oregon-Idaho will be trav-
eling to Salt Lake City with 
Dr. Lowell Greathouse near 
the end of August. Sarah 
Baker, co-chair of Global 
Missions at First Church, 
along with Rev. Peggy and 
Ed Luckman, will be a part 
of the team. Sarah will be 
driving her van. She will 
have plenty of room for 
your donations toward sew-
ing supplies and layette kits, 
which are much needed in 
areas to which UMCOR 
sends supplies.

The following items can  
be left in a box marked  
“UMCOR West,” starting  
Sunday, July 1, 2011:

Fabric--three yard lengths 
of cotton/ cotton blend (no  
flannel or wool, no holiday 
or “Americana” themes)

New spools of thread

Needles, scissors and  
buttons (5-8 on paper pack-
age or strung, none smaller 
than a dime)

Items for the infant layettes: 
(receiving blankets, cloth  
diapers, diaper pins,  
sweaters)

CLARA BiswAs 
Our Covenant Missionary, 
Clara Biswas, from  
Cambodia to be here  
Sunday, July 24, 2011, at 
noon in the Fireside Room.

Please note this exciting  
opportunity to hear our 
Covenant Missionary, Clara 
Biswas. She will describe 
her challenges and heart-
warming successes in the 
“Garbage Dump Ministry,” 
near Phnom Phen,  
Cambodia. Education,  
children and family  
ministries, job training,  
and church experiences are 
all part of how this  
ministry is changing the 
lives of people who are 
literally living on the edge. 
From make-shift shacks 
along the boundaries of  
garbage dumps, families 
who have survived by sell-
ing salvaged items have 
been able to move into  
society, living happier, 
healthier lives.

Ms. Biswas is one of three 
Covenant Missionaries 
supported in part by First 
Church ... financially, in 
prayer, and through  
communication. We are 
most fortunate to have 
Clara here to share with us 
in a meaningful dialogue, 
following a light lunch, in 
the Fireside Room.

CAMBODIA
GREAtHoUsE iNtERNs  
Julia Tawney and Emily Wright have been awarded summer 
internships under the Lowell Greathouse Community Intern-
ship Program at First Church.

Julia Tawney, an incoming Senior at St. Mary’s Academy, 
will spend her summer assisting the Outreach Coordinator at 
the MacDonald Center in downtown/inner Northwest Port-
land. MacDonald Center enhances the lives of the forgotten 
poor through relationships, service, and housing. The Center 
works to ensure they continue to stay off the street, receive 
housing, hygiene and laundry services, and medical care.

Emily Wright, a sophomore at Marquette U. studying Crimi-
nology and Political Science, is spending the summer assist-
ing Carolyne Haycraft, the GirlStrength Coordinator for the 
Portland Police Bureau’s Family Services Division.  

GirlStrength is a self-defense program for girls 10-14 years 
of age.  It shares the same philosophy as it’s sister program, 
WomenStrength, offering free self-defense classes for women 
and personal safety workshops to people in the Portland 
area since 1979. Emily will have the opportunity to facilitate 
workshops, be a part of the training team, and even go on 
police “ride-alongs” in on-duty patrol cars.

On Sunday, July 17, 2011 both Emily and Julia will be at 
First Church for an informal forum following worship where 
they will report on their experiences as interns in their re-
spective community service internships 

SUMMER INTERNS

Emily wrightJulia tawney

UMw sCHooL oF CHRistiAN MissioN 
The theme for the 2011 School of Christian Mission is “All Things Made New” held July  
14-17, 2011 at George Fox College in Newberg. The geographical study will be Haiti: 
Challenges and Hope, which will give an overview of the cultures that shaped Haiti’s past 
and the ongoing legacy of colonialism, along with glimpses into the heart and soul of Haiti’s 
people, and the impact of the 2010 earthquake. The spiritual growth study will be The 
Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice and Reconciliation. The third study will be Joy to 
the World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity. For more information and registration 
forms contact Marion Hollenberg at 503/640-3270 or Trudy Kayser at 503/292-7528.

school of  
christian  
mission



Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on 
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The 
next Circuit Rider will be published on July 13, 2011.

Bulletin insert information 
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.

Sunday service participant 
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon 
on Wednesday.

E-mail: 
office@fumcpdx.org

The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at 
www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter

The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church 
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

CARE MAiL PACKAGEs oN tHEiR wAY to AFGHANistAN
Thanks to the unfailing generosity of First Church members, we recently sent 25 boxes of 
needed supplies to Afghan children and U.S. Marines stationed there.  Each box contained 
children’s shoes and sunglasses to protect in the desert heat, art supplies, stuffed toys, jerky 
and other snack treats, baby wipes, and needed toiletries. Care Mail was the brainchild of 
First Church members Tamara Mucha (whose cousin is a Marine Chaplain stationed in  
Afghanistan) and Carla Oesterle. Together, they coordinated donations, packaging,  
customs declaration forms, and the shipping to Chaplain Mucha based at Camp Leatherneck 
in Afghanistan. 

On behalf of Tamara and Carla, many thanks for those who supported this ministry effort 
with much needed gifts of items and the monetary donations needed for shipping.

MUsiC RECitAL 
Kurt Alexander Zeller and his recital partner Michiko Otaki, Director of Keyboard  
Studies at Clayton State University, will be doing a recital at Old Church  at noon on 
Wednesday, July 6, 2011. It is a celebration his father, Norman Zeller’s 80th birthday.

A NotE FRoM JosH HAUsER, ANNUAL CoNFERENCE YoUtH DELEGAtE
Annual Conference was a lot of work. At times we talked about slight wording changes in a 
rule. At other times we were having great conversations and listening to interesting presen-
tations about the church and Methodism as a whole. One of the most important discussions 
was how to make church attractive young people, however there were few youth there. I’m 
excited to keep working on a conference level. I’ll keep you posted!

FiBER ARts CAMP 
First UMC members Kay  
Ward, Shirley Blalock, and Dee 
Poujade attended Fiber Arts 
Camp at Camp Latgawa in May.  
Each of them completed at least 
one quilt! It was a wonderful  
opportunity in a beautiful  
natural setting, while enjoying 
Christian fellowship and good 
food. Other adult camps are 
available throughout the rest  
of the summer and fall.  
Check the camping website at 
www.gocamping.org.


