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SUNDAY
WORSHIP

FOOD

August 14
10:30 AM

GAMES

August 21

ARTS & CRAFTS

10:30 AM
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Portland First
United Methodist
Church declares that
we will be an advocate
for peace in our local
communities and world.
As a Reconciling
Congregation,
members of
First United
Methodist Church
have pledged to
welcome and support
all who want to worship
with us, regardless of
race, gender, class or
sexual orientation.

This event is planned and hosted by
The Youth of First Church
Here are some booths that you will find at the festival:
Donna Pritchard

Scarves, Jewelry

Laura Mason

Jewelry

Ed Luckman

Photography

Cassara Aaby

Jam and Flower Pots

Angela Kemling

Baked Goods, Paintings

Janice Hauser

Mini Yard Sale

Cal Brockman

Geodes

Sarah Williams

Clothing, Art, Jewelry

Tabitha Circle

Hand-Sewn Items

Dee Poujade

Cambodian Items

Ruth Green

Sewing and Jam

Jeri Shumate

Greeting Cards

FIRST CHURCH
SUMMER FESTIVAL
Celebrate the summer at
the First Church
Summer Festival!
Join us for arts and crafts,
delicious food, kid’s games and
amazing entertainment! Take
special note that this is
Saturday, August 20, 2011
from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM
in both Collins Hall and the
lovely church courtyard.
It’s a fantastic fund raiser for
the church youth!
Bring a friend or a neighbor!
All are invited.

One night recently, I went to plug my cell phone into its charger and discovered I had spent
the entire day missing phone calls! It seems I had inadvertently left the ringer “off” all day,
so every time friends or family or (twice, the Bishop) called, all they heard from me was
my outgoing voice mail message.

a message
from our
pastor
Rev. Donna
Pritchard

At first I was mortified - especially to miss the important work-related calls. But then as I
reflected on what a great day I’d had, full of sunshine and relaxation, time with my daughter
and time with myself, the cell phone faded into insignificance. It turned out to be a day of
Sabbath - a (not so intentional) day of rest and renewal. It was a whole day without email
or telephone calls, without reading anything for work or doing anything related to housekeeping. It was a day when the Holy Spirit had a better than average chance of getting
through the clutter of my normal days. My daughter and I shared a special breakfast and
lingered over her prayer of gratitude. My puppy and I soaked up the sunshine while he ran
off a little bit of his constant energy. My creativity came alive as I began making invitations
for my mom’s birthday bash. My body responded in kind as I swam my fastest half mile
(38 laps) in a long time. And in the evening I laughed aloud at the movie which transported
us to another time and place altogether.
Sabbath. We all need it, whether we recognize it or not. We all need those days without
busy-ness, those times for rest for our spirits as well as our bodies. Because Sabbath can
turn what feels like “never enough time” into time enough. Sabbath can take the limits of
our lives and expand them, making space for all of who we are and all we hope to become.
Author Danna Schaper writes, “Sabbath is time spent remembering what time is for.”
I like that ... because I suspect when you get right down to it, time is for much more than
cell phone calls, and even more than email! Time is certainly for all of who we are and all
we hope to become. That is why it is not a once in a lifetime, or even a once a year kind of
experience. We need Sabbath on a regular basis (though I have to admit I am re-discovering
what some clergy call “the relentless return of the Sabbath,” preaching every week!) We
need to take the time to remember what time is for.
As we look ahead to the worship life of this congregation, I hope you will find connections
with God and one another. And I hope you will experience Sabbath. Rev. Peggy and I
have chosen monthly themes to focus our worship and guide our reflections to help us all
experience Sabbath, taking time to remember what time is for. In September, the theme is
New and Improved, and we will look at Healing, The Holy Spirit’s Presence, New Life,
and New Power for Life. October’s theme will be, The Shared Life, and we will consider
that At Our Common Table, in A Common Vision, in The Essentials of Christian Faith, and
in our Common Stories. November we will focus around Grateful Stewards, and for the
Advent season, our theme will be Out of Control, as we consider the reality and the gift ...
of not always being in control.
If you have suggestions for future monthly worship themes, if there are particular texts
or subjects you’d like to hear us preach, please let me know. And keep an eye out for
opportunities to join Peggy and me in planning for particular seasons of the year. Because
Sabbath is ours to share, this time spent remembering what time is for.
Grace and Peace,

Donna
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THIS  THAT

LOOKING AHEAD AT TRAVEL
Join us for a fascinating trip to the Vancouver School for the Blind and their
Low Vision Clinic. We will meet at First Church on September 20, 2011 at
9:00 AM and carpool to Vancouver, WA. We will first tour the School for the
Blind and then in-house Low Vision Clinic. Lunch is planned for Beaches, a
restaurant overlooking the Columbia River. We will conclude with a tour of the
Piano School in the afternoon. We expect to return to the church by
4:00 PM. Registration is $10.00 and lunch is at your own expense. Tour is
limited to 20 people with a sign up deadline of September 5, 2011. These
tours fill quickly so get your reservation in now! Call 503/228-3195 or email:
cbostick@fumcpdx.org.

brief
notes

REV. PEGGY LUCKMAN
Never tire of doing what is right ...
from 2 Thess. 3:13
We have just finished putting together the Fall
Program Guide! Wow! It will be coming to
you in the next Circuit Rider. Preparing it for
you brought the following to mind:

My childhood perception of the church was
that it existed to serve my needs: it taught
PORTLAND HOMELESS FAMILY SOLUTIONS AND
me how to live, gave me a place to worship,
GOOSE HOLLOW FAMILY SHELTER DINNER AUCTION
provided me with friends and things to do
Portland Homeless Family Solutions, the folks who operate our Goose Hollow with other Christians. There is an element of
Family Shelter, is having its annual dinner auction on October 2, 2011 at the
truth to this perspective, but the church at its
Governor Hotel. Tickets, for this fun evening (if purchased by August 31, 2011) best is so much more.
will be $50 per person. After August 31st the ticket price will be $55 per person.
We’d like to fill some tables with First Church folks to show our support for the When Wesley said, “The world is my parish,”
his perception was of a church without walls,
fine work PHFS and GHFS are doing in the community. Check your calendars
a church as a training center, and a place of
and contact Christine in the office to buy tickets or to donate an item for the
origination of service on behalf of others,
auction.
a mission headquarters.
FORUM ON KENYA
Join us in the Fireside Room at noon August 21, 2011 for an update on the work At it’s best, the church is both a place of
that a United Methodist Committee Relief Team has been doing in Kenya.
worship, guidance and friendships, and a
The Cosgroves have gone in the past. Renee Harber was part of the group this
mission headquarters. We encourage and
summer and will tell us about her experiences there.
nurture. We empower and send folks out
CALL FOR CHURCH PHOTOGRAPHERS
The art display in Collins Hall for September and October coordinated by the
Creative Spirits Committee will be the work of church photographers. Contact
Larry Sawyer if you wish to show your photo artwork:
larry_sawyer@comcast.net or 503/771-1616. Artwork must be framed.
If you have a photo 8x10 or smaller, the Creative Spirits Committee will be
matting your picture in your frame for a donation to the youth at the Summer
Festival on Saturday, August 20, 2011.
In October and November the Creative Spirits Committee will offer a new
category of fabric artwork in Collins Hall. If you have fabric art you wish to
display at that time, contact coordinator Ruth Green. Church artists other than
photographers will be showing their artwork in January and February, 2012.

to share the love of God through acts of
kindness, justice and mercy.

I am grateful for both aspects of the church.
Within it’s walls, I have been nurtured, loved,
guided, inspired, and brought into deepened
relationship with Christ. And the church has
kept a vision of a world that reflects God’s
love before me and thereby awakened in me a
deep desire to “get out there and serve.”
In these difficult economic times, I hope you
are remembering to support the ministry of
First United Methodist Church. There is great
need. We have a wonderful staff and many
fabulous volunteer leaders at this church.
Your gifts of time, talents, financial support
and prayers keep this church healthy and able
to “never tire of doing what is right” here, in
the community, and in the world. Thanks be
to God!

Peggy
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adult

sunday school classes
CHANGING CHRISTIANITY
This class meets each Sunday morning at 9:00 AM in Room 202.
They are currently discussing: God, Galileo, and Geering, a Faith
for the 21st Century, by Robert Jones.

PRAYERS
CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Betty Hager, who is in rehab with mobility issues ...
Suzanne Webster, who is in a Vancouver Hospital ...
Joan Hill, who is dealing with health issues ...
OUR PRAYERS CONTINUE FOR ...
Ted Hoch, Karen Smith, and Kyong Vaandering ...
PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY
PERSONNEL SERVING ABROAD ...
Jared Bomberger, who is serving in Iraq ...

MORE SUPPLIES ARE NEEDED
SEWING SUPPLIES FOR UMCOR WEST
Donations of fabric, buttons, thread and sewing needles are
needed by the Metro District, Volunteers In Mission Team, which
is travelling to the West Depot from August 28 to September 3,
2011. Cash donations also accepted to purchase bulk supplies.
Items needed are:
Sewing Kits
 Three yards cotton/cotton blend fabric
(No holiday or “Americana” themes)
 New spools of thread
 Needles
 Scissors
 Buttons
(5-8 strung on thread or card, no smaller than a dime)
Layettes
 Receiving Blankets
 Cloth Diapers
 Diaper Pins
 Baby Sweaters
If donating, please drop off at the Outreach Table in Collins on
Sunday or at the Church Office before August 15, 2011. Checks
should include “UMVIM SLC Trip” in the memo line and be
sent to: Metro District Office, 1505 SW 18th St., Portland, OR
97201. For more information contact: Rev. Lowell Greathouse at
503/249-1851. Thank you!

NYNOS MEETING
The August NYNOs meeting will be Saturday, August 13,
2011 at 11:45 AM at Terwilliger Plaza. Following lunch there,
a one-hour DVD program will explore CATHEDRALS with
lots of spectacular photos. Ann and Jerry Lindgren are hosts.

A SUMMER FAMILY
POTLUCK & BBQ
FAMILY POTLUCK
IN THE COLLINS COURTYARD
& FIRESIDE ROOM
There will be a Family Potluck on Sunday, August
14, 2011 in the Collins Courtyard and Fireside Room.
Bring a dish to pass, something to throw on the grill,
and the kids! Gather after church for some outdoor
fun, food, and fellowship.

AN
UPDATE
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
YEAR TO DATE
As of July 31, 2011
Actual Income ............................. $576,502
Actual Expense ........................... $614,943
Please remember that keeping up with your summer
giving helps immensely with the church cash flow.
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Patchwork
Spirituality
Finding Peace
Among
the Pieces

A Women’s Retreat
A women’s retreat, to be held at Willamette View in Milwaukie on Saturday, September 24, 2011
promises to be a time of renewal, a time to come together to seek that elusive inner peace we all need.
Using the metaphor of piecing together a quilt, the Rev. Carol Davies will guide us as we gather up
the pieces of our busy, sometimes disjointed lives, and discover the calm of God’s presence.
The day will begin in The Commons at Willamette View, just off River Road, with coffee, tea and
fruit available from 9:30 to 10:00 AM. You’ll find signs to guide you. Carpooling is encouraged, as
parking is limited. The day will include breaks between sessions, with a catered lunch, followed by a
song fest. There will be a time for silence and meditation ... walking Willamette View’s lovely paths,
or just absorbing fall sunshine by the pond. The day will close at 3:00 PM with communion.
As space is limited, it is important that you turn in your registration as soon as possible. Cost will be a
modest $15 for the day, which covers lunch. Please make checks out to “UMW,” and note that it is for
“Fall Retreat.” You may mail it in or drop it by the church office. All women are invited and
welcomed. Reserve the date. This just may be your personal highlight of the season!
Contact: Colleen Foster, 503/808-7389
REGISTRATION FOR UMW RETREAT, SEPTEMBER 24, 2011
Cost: $15 Payable to “UMW” (marked “Fall Retreat”)
Please mail or bring to: First UMC, 1838 SW Jefferson St., Portland, OR 97201

Name

City				

State

Zip

Phone				E-Mail

UMW: LOOKING AHEAD
UMW TO HONOR A SPECIAL GROUP THIS FALL
UMW, an active group with a rich history at First Church, will begin the fall season on September 7, 2011
with a special recognition of those who have contributed so much throughout past decades.
Our vitality today is built upon the efforts of so many who were pioneers in the formation of UMW today.
Many of those individuals have now reached their ninth decade of life! Some are still quite able;
some are limited or confined by health conditions. The hope is to express appreciation for all women at First Church
who are now in their 90s, by honoring them at our September meeting. If you, or someone you know,
is a part of this very special “nonagenerian” group, please contact Marion Hollenberg, or Colleen Foster.
As names are gathered, we will be in contact to make arrangements for as many as possible to be present.
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Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than 10:00 AM on
the Thursday before publication the following Wednesday. The
next Circuit Rider will be published on August 31, 2011.
Bulletin insert information
is due no later than 4:45 pm on Wednesday.
Sunday service participant
information for the Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon
on Wednesday.
E-mail:
office@fumcpdx.org
The Circuit Rider Online or by E-Mail
See the latest and past issues of The Circuit Rider in color at
www.fumcpdx.org/newsletter
The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you. E-mail the church
office at office@fumcpdx.org to request it by e-mail.

THE FIRST CHURCH LIBRARY
Do you enjoy reading and talking about books? The First Church Library is looking for volunteers
to host the library table during the Commons beginning in September. It’s easy.
Library table volunteers spend a half hour or so after worship answering questions about the library
and helping people check out books. You can pick which Sundays you’d like to host, and we’ll
provide support on your first Sunday. For more information, contact Alyson Inouye at 503/224-9103.

