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Portland First  
United Methodist  
Church declares that 
we will be an advocate 
for peace in our local 
communities and world. 
As a Reconciling  
Congregation,  
members of  
First United  
Methodist Church  
have pledged to  
welcome and support  
all who want to worship  
with us, regardless of  
race, gender, class or  
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH

f

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 

October 30 
10:30 AM 
 
November 6 
10:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

BELIEVING  THINKING  ACTING

Let’s Make a Kitchen Utensil Gathering 
Did you know that one of the most pressing needs of 
Portland’s poor and homeless population is kitchen 
related items such as can openers, pots & pans, 
eating utensils and the like as they transition into 
housing? Most people aren’t aware of this need and 
Portland’s “Community Warehouse” organization 
is looking for ways to partner with churches for 
collection drives. 
 
All through November, our youth will be 
spearheading a collection drive to gather kitchen 
utensils for the disadvantaged in our community. 
Items useful to set up kitchens are needed. Can 
openers (especially), flatware, pots, pans, and 
kitchen utensils of all kinds will be collected 
throughout November. If you can spare a utensil 
or two, please bring them to the church and leave 
them at the Outreach table in Collins Hall during our 
November Sunday Coffee Hours. It’s a great chance 
to clean out your jam packed kitchen drawers and 
help a needy family in the process!

LET’S MAKE A KITCHEN
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Rev. Donna  
Pritchard

a message 
from our 
pastor

So one day a fellow is driving out in the country when he sees an amazing sight: A farmer is stand-
ing beneath an apple tree at the edge of the road, and is patiently lifting up one pig after another 
so that they can take a bite or two from a ripe apple on the tree. This so intrigues the driver that he 
leans out his car window and asks the farmer, “Wouldn’t it save a lot of time if you just shook the 
tree and then let the pigs eat the apples which fall to the ground?”  

And the farmer replies, “Time? What’s time to a pig?!”

It is all a matter of perspective, I guess. In so much of life – and certainly in so much of our  
common ministry – perspective matters. Obviously the farmer in the story sees his work through 
the eyes of the pigs, whether he is aware of it or not.

The way we order our lives – and especially our discipleship – is likewise determined by the 
“eyes” through which we see. Our perspective is determined by our own past experiences, theo-
logical constructs, hopes and dreams, fears and biases, and so forth.  The same is true for the life 
of this congregation as a whole. I believe it is essential for us to consider which “eyes’ we are 
using when we look at our church’s blessed past, its joyous present, and its unlimited future.  Are 
we only seeing through the eyes of our members? Or are we also finding ways to see from the 
perspective of those not yet here?

Rosamund and Benjamin Zander, in their book The Art of Possibility, write about the importance 
of our perspective in this way:

“The foremost challenge for leaders today, we suggest, is to maintain the clarity to stand 
confidently in the abundant universe of possibility… It is to have the courage and persistence 
to distinguish the downward spiral from the radiant realm of possibility in the face of any 
challenge …”

In the few short months of my ministry with you here at First UMC I have been repeatedly struck 
by the “abundant universe of possibility” which exists in this congregation and in its broader 
community. I have been impressed by lay members and paid staff members who have a deep 
commitment and recognize the need to continually choose the perspective of possibilities as we 
seek to share God’s love and God’s work in the world. And while there may be those places, those 
challenges which seem to confront us with a “downward spiral,” on further inspection we might 
discover they are simply the beginnings of that “radiant realm of possibility” for which we have 
been praying!

There is much work for us to do, as we seek to grow the church and transform the world, all for 
the sake of the Gospel.  There is an abundant universe of possibility as we think about the work 
which is before us … and as we consider the resources God gives us to do that work. For I am 
convinced we are blessed time and again with a radiant realm of possibilities – when we hang onto 
God’s perspective.

Grace and Peace,

Donna



3

brief
notes

REV. PEGGY LUCKMAN
In 1981 a Catholic Nun, Sister Helen 
Prejean, CSJ, found herself walking beside a 
prisoner as he went to his death, an execution 
by the state for the crime he had committed. 
Not long after that she wrote about her 
experience in Dead Man Walking, 
a book which was on the best seller list for 
31 weeks, and in 1986 was made into an 
Oscar winning movie.  

Recently I heard her speak and was again 
moved by what she said. I am going to 
share some of her comments in this and in 
upcoming Circuit Riders. Her insights about 
the death penalty are helpful to us as we 
reflect on whether we, as Oregonians, wish 
to continue to maintain the death penalty in 
our state.  

For this week, I share her reflections on the 
spiritual ramifications of the death penalty:

“We freeze a person in the worst act of 
their life.” Then we move to kill, without 
allowing for the possibility of redemption. 
Interestingly, “in states where the death 
penalty has been abolished, it has been 
many of the families of the victims that have 
spoken most adamantly against the death 
penalty. They know that ending the life of the 
one who took the life of their loved one does 
not create closure, but continues the cycle 
of violence.” They do not condone killing, 
but rather ask us to understand that, for them,   
“forgiveness saves the integrity of your own 
soul.”  
 
Today, when it costs less to have a person in 
prison for life than to apply the death penalty, 
consider how life without parole holds a 
person accountable, yet allows for both a 
redemption in the killer, and the possibility 
of victim’s families to have the time to come 
to know the healing power of forgiveness.   
It’s something to consider.
  
 Peggy
    

THIS THAT
CATCH UP WITH THE VIM TEAM TO PALESTINE/ISRAEL
A blog, accessible through “Volunteers in Mission” (on the First UMC 
web page at fumcpdx.org) allows you to enjoy pre-trip news about the team 
members and frequent postings as the team travels. 

MARDI GRAS EXTRAVAGANZA SLATED
The Music Committee will again host the Mardi Gras extravaganza, First UMC 
style, the evening of February 18, 2012. While the Music Committee will spear 
head this undertaking, they are looking for individuals outside of the committee 
who might have an interest in assisting the committee in organizing the event 
and also folks that would like to help the day of the event.  If that is you, please 
contact Jeanne Teisher, Music Committee Chair, or Kelly Qualls. 

THE PARKER GROUP
The Parker Group will meet Saturday, November 5, 2011 at 12:30 PM in Room 
202 for a potluck luncheon and program. Bring a dish to share. Our speaker 
will be the Rev. Donna Pritchard. For more information contact Melba Rizzo at 
503/635-6716 or Lorraine Johnson at 503/236-9620.  
 
LATEST “FISH” FOOD DONATION RESULTS
Heartfelt thanks to all who donated to our September FISH food drive.   
We received a total of 233 pounds of non-perishable food donations which we 
passed on to the FISH Donation Center on SE Hawthorne Blvd. Their theme is:  
“Neighbor Helping Neighbor,” which certainly sums up the generosity and the 
outpouring of care demonstrated by our members here at First Church. Thank 
you to all who donated this past month!  (Volunteer drivers to transport  
donations to FISH are always welcome. You can sign up at the Outreach Table 
in Collins Hall each Sunday during Coffee Hour.)

BOOK SALE
The Church Library uses the proceeds from our used book sales to  
purchase new materials for the library. We are now accepting donations  
for our next book sale in February 2012. We generally accept any books,  
except for textbooks and Readers’ Digest or similar condensed books.  
Donations may be dropped off at the library on Sundays or at the church  
office during the week.   
 

SAVE THE DATES:  
SPRING CHURCH RETREAT!
FRIDAY, APRIL 13 - SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2012
Have you been waiting for an opportunity to  
worship and play with your church community?  
Here is your chance. First United Methodist Church  
has reserved 60 beds at Suttle Lake Camp for  
an All-Church Spring Retreat, April 13-15, 2012.  
Sign ups have started!
 
We are looking for musicians, artists, and people with a mind for planning 
to help form a creative collaborative planning team. If you are interested, 
please talk to Megan Humphreys-Loving, or indicate that on the sign up 
board in Collins Hall next Sunday.
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PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY FOR ...
The family  & friends of Margaret Allen, Margaret died  
 on October 22, 2011. She requested there be no 
 service. An informal reception is being planned 
 for the near future to celebrate her life. Watch for  
 details of time and place.

PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Ted Hoch, who is now under hospice care at 
 Terwilliger ... 
Joan Hill, who is now under hospice care at
 The Springs ...
Gale Morris, who is recuperating from back surgery ... 
Virginia Bender, who is undergoing chemo treatments ...

OUR PRAYERS CONTINUE FOR ...   
Peggy Cook, Judie Carpenter, Doris Lavely,  
Dee Poujade, Kitty Riddle, Karen Smith, Al Snyder,  
and Kyong Vaandering 

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY  
PERSONNEL SERVING ABROAD ...
Jared Bomberger, who is serving in Iraq ... 
A. J. Jennings, who is serving in Turkey ...

CONCERNS
PRAYERS
THANKSGIVINGCHANGING CHRISTIANITY 

This class meets each Sunday morning at 9:00 AM in Room 202. 
On October 9, 2011 the class will begin discussing Twelve Steps to 
a Compassionate Life, by Karen Armstrong.  

FAITH LINKS 
This class meets each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134 
This weekly study analyzes current events from a Methodist 
perspective. FaithLink is a study for individuals or groups who 
want to apply their United Methodist beliefs to current faith issues 
and world events. This essential guide motivates Christians to 
consider their personal views on important contemporary issues. 
FaithLink also encourages action for beliefs. Please join us each 
Sunday for lively discussions and inspiration.

SHORT-TERM CLASSES: NURTURING OUR FAITH 
Classes meets each Sunday from 9:00 to 10:15 AM  
in the Fireside Room

The Parables of the Kingdom   
October 30, & November 6, 2011 
Led by Gene Gregory and Rev. Peggy Luckman 

Sunday School Classes
adult

LABYRINTH & SONG 
The Labyrinth & Song event scheduled for Friday &  
Saturday, November 4 & 5, 2011 has been cancelled.  
If you have registered and paid your fee, please contact the 
church office for a refund.
 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Our Annual Fall Charge Conference will be on 
Wednesday, November 16, 2011, at 7:00 PM in 
the Chapel of First Church. Our presiding elder 
will be Rev. Tim Overton-Harris. 
 
This will be an opportunity for us to accomplish 
important business of the church, required by the 
Book of Discipline annually.
 

AN UPDATE ON THE  
FIRST CHURCH  

FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN 
 

Our Goal 
$881,360  

Estimates of Giving  
Received to Date 

$234,766

Thank you for your support of  
First Church.  

If you have not yet turned in your  
Estimate of Giving,  
please do so soon!  

 

TO THE SUMMIT

With  
everyone’s  
help  
we can  
make it  
to the  
top!

CHARGE  
CONFERENCE 
Wednesday,  
November 16, 2011 
7:00 PM
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All women are invited to participate in the following activities.  
We strive to develop a supportive fellowship as we promote 
concern for women, children and youth at home and abroad.  
President, Marion Hollenberg.  503/640-3270

UMW UNIT MEETING
The UMW Unit will meet Wednesday, November 2, 201 
at 10:00 AM in the Fireside Room. The program, “Serving 
Women and Children in Crisis,” will feature the role of UMW. 
This will also be the Pledge Service. Bring a brown bag lunch. 
Dessert and beverage will be provided.

UMW SINGING GROUP
Following the UMW Unit meeting on Wednesday, November 2, 
2011 join the new group getting together to sing for the fun of 
it!  

TABITHA CIRCLE
The Tabitha Circle will meet Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 
1:30 PM in Room 202. Members will continue their projects of 
totes for the women and children in the homeless shelter. Chair:  
Kay Ward 971/255-1430 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
The Church Women United will meet Friday, November 4, 
2011 at Clackamas United Church of Christ located at 15303 
SE Webster Road, Milwaukie. Registration is at 9:30 AM and 
the World Community Day Celebration begins at 10:00 AM. 
This year’s theme is “Living Our Faith, Unlocking Action.”  
Contact: Betty-Lou Hare 503-292-1773

RUTH CIRCLE AND CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
The Ruth Circle and Circle of Friends will have a  
combined meeting Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at noon in 
Room 202. Jeanette Chardon will present the program ,“The 
Stress of Aging,” featuring techniques of dealing with it and 
aging gracefully. Members are asked to bring items such as 
scarves and toiletries for women and items for children. These 
will be placed in the tote bags made by the Tabitha Circle to 
be presented to those in the homeless shelter of Goose Hollow. 
Members are also invited to bring another scarf for a “scarf  
exchange.” Bring a sandwich for lunch. Dessert and beverage 
will be provided. Chair: Betty-Lou Hare, 503/292-1773.

PLUG INTO

LOOKING AHEAD

LAST SUNDAY YOUTH GROUP
SCAVENGER HUNT: OCTOBER 30 
Join us for a Downtown Scavenger Hunt on Sunday,  
October 30, 2011. Meet in Collins Hall at noon with a sack 
lunch or money for “take out” lunch. We will take the MAX 
downtown and then embark on our hunt for all things Port-
land. We will return to the church, by MAX, at 2:00 PM. 
Don’t forget your pass or money for MAX fares.

PARENTS OF YOUTH GATHERING
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 
While your youth are on a downtown extravaganza, come 
and have lunch and a conversation with Pastor Donna and 
other parents of youth. Meet in Room 202 at noon.  
The youth will leave at noon and return to the church by 
2:00 PM. Lunch will be provided for parents.

YOUTH NEWS United Methodist Women

ADVENT 2011
Advent Festival: Wreath Making 
Sunday, November 27, 2011
On Sunday, November 27, 2011, join the congregation in  
celebration of the first Sunday of Advent by creating an  
Advent Wreath for your home. Greens, candles, and all 
needed supplies are provided. If you have candles or  
decorations from last year, bring them along. A donation 
to cover supplies cost is welcome. We will gather to create 
together in Collins Hall after worship.

CHILI LUNCH, SUNDAY NOVEMBER 27
Chili fans agree, the youth of First Church make a great pot 
of chili. On Sunday, November 27, 2011 join us after worship 
for the Chili Feed. Come and eat some hearty, homemade 
chili, corn bread, and delicious brownies. You can get this and 
a friendly smile for a suggested donation to the youth group 
of $5.   

Youth, we need you to sign up to help cook, serve, and  
clean up at the chili feed! Please sign up with Megan at 
mhumphreys-loving@fumcpdx.org



Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later  
than 10:00 AM on the Thursday before publication  
the following Wednesday. The next Circuit Rider will  
be published on November 9, 2011.

The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you.  
E-mail the church office at office@fumcpdx.org  
to request it by e-mail.

Address Service Requested

DONATE/VOLUNTEER/ADVOCATE  
ON THE DAY OF HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS:  
NOVEMBER 15, 2011
On Tuesday, November 15, 2011, faith communities throughout  
Portland and Multnomah County will observe the second annual 
“Interfaith Day of Homelessness Awareness.” This year’s Day of 
Homelessness Awareness will focus on three concrete actions that 
people of faith can take to help end homelessness: Donate/Volun-
teer/Advocate. The Day of Homelessness Awareness will include 
a “Walk of Awareness” on November 15, starting at 7:00 AM at 
the Downtown Chapel Roman Catholic Parish, and ending at the 
13 Salmon Family Day Center at First Unitarian Church. Stops 
along the way will include the newly-opened Bud Clark Commons. 
Reflections by spiritual leaders, stories about homelessness and 
comments by civic leaders on what is being done to address the 
three “faces” of homelessness—adults, youth, and families—will 
take place along the walk. Participants will also hear specific calls 
to action they can take to get more deeply involved in  
addressing homelessness.

The Day of Homelessness Awareness is jointly organized by  
Multnomah County and the City of Portland with the New City  
Initiative at JOIN. Faith partnerships include Ecumenical Minis-
tries of Oregon, Albina Ministerial Alliance, the Oregon Board of 
Rabbis, and the Muslim Educational Trust. For more information, 
including a map of the “Walk of Awareness” route, visit www.
joinpdx.com/dayofawareness.

Finances Year to Date
As of September 31, 2011
Income:      $741,447
Expenses:  $779,311
The Finance Committee  
thanks you.

PLEASE
KEEP

YOUR PLEDGES
CURRENT

DONATE

ADVOCATE
VOLUNTEER


