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Portland First  
United Methodist  
Church declares that 
we will be an advocate 
for peace in our local 
communities and world. 
As a Reconciling  
Congregation,  
members of  
First United  
Methodist Church  
have pledged to  
welcome and support  
all who want to worship  
with us, regardless of  
race, gender, class or  
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH

f

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 

November 13 
10:30 AM 
 
November 20 
10:30 AM 
Thanksgiving Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

BELIEVING  THINKING  ACTING

Bring the light of the season of Christmas in to your home with a handmade Advent 
Wreath. All members and friends of the church are invited to create and Advent 
Wreath to take home, or to give to a neighbor or friend.  
Greens, candles, and decorations are supplied.  
If you have candles or decorations from last year, bring them along.  
A donation to cover supplies cost is welcome. 
We will gather to create together in Collins Hall after worship, on Sunday, 
November 27, 2011.

Before you create an Advent Wreath, step in to line to get a delicious Chili Lunch. 
The youth group will fill your bowl and your belly with delicious homemade chili, 
cornbread, and a little dessert.  You can get this wonderful comfort-food lunch and a 
friendly smile for a suggested donation to the youth group of $5.  Chili is available 
after worship. 
 
Youth and youth ministry volunteers ... we need you to sign up to help cook, serve, 
and clean up at the chili feed! Talk to Megan to help!

CHILI  
FEED 
LUNCH

ADVENT  
WREATH 
MAKING
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27


YOU
ARE

INVITED
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Rev. Donna  
Pritchard

a message 
from our 
pastor

Make Christmas Count. Christmas? Did she say Christmas? I know, we haven’t even had Thanks-
giving yet! And while I do not want to rush right past the beauty of giving thanks, the celebration 
of harvest and home, I do want you to begin thinking about the fast-approaching season of Advent 
(in part because of the publication dates for the Circuit Rider).

Advent is a time when we prepare for the coming of Jesus. We look to the past as we celebrate the 
birth stories found in Matthew and Luke. We consider the present, and we look to the future as we 
remind ourselves to watch for all the times that Jesus comes to us in our everyday lives.  
The “advent” or arrival of Jesus is what the four weeks leading up to Christmas are all about.

In Matthew 11, when John the Baptist was in prison, he sent his disciples to Jesus with the fol-
lowing question, “Are you the One who is to come or should we look for another?” That is a great 
Advent question. And in response, Jesus gives an Advent answer. Instead of saying “yes” or “no” 
Jesus turns the question back upon John’s disciples and ultimately, upon us. Jesus says, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 
and the poor have good news preached to them.”

Jesus seems to be suggesting here that the Realm of God is the kind of place where lives are 
changed.  And he offers some concrete examples for us to recognize the changes in our midst.   
As I look at Jesus’ examples (the blind see, the deaf hear, the dead have new life, and the poor find 
new hope) … I am reminded of the work of this church.  For much of what we say in our vision 
statement, (Living a Vibrant Faith: Believing, Thinking, Acting) calls us to be engaged in the life-
changing, disciple-making work of opening our eyes and ears, embracing the possibility of new 
life, and seeking to make the world a place of justice and peace for all.

This year Advent begins on Sunday, November 27, and we will embark upon a journey together to 
“Make Christmas Count.” From the first Sunday in Advent all the way through Christmas Eve you 
will be asked to participate in at least three acts of discipleship, one from each of the categories of 
our vision – believing, thinking, and acting.  For example, under “Believing”, you might commit 
to daily prayer. Under “Thinking”, you might want to join Megan and me at Goose Hollow Inn 
a couple of Wednesday evenings for “Preacher’s Pub”, as we discuss the coming weeks’ Scrip-
tures together. Under “Acting”, you could volunteer at our own shelter, or buy some of your gifts 
through our Alternative Christmas catalog.

You can find more details on all the options for making Christmas count by going to our website 
(www.fumcpdx.org).  You should receive your very own “Make Christmas Count” brochure in the 
mail next week, and you’ll also find it in the bulletin on November 20th. I hope you will take some 
time to consider your options, and let us know what you have chosen by bringing your completed 
card to worship on November 27th.

Because I really do believe it is up to us to “Make Christmas Count”… and planning for that is 
one good reason I have for my Thanksgiving this year!
Grace and Peace, 
Donna

SUPPORTING THE  
BLESSED COMMUNITY
Thanksgiving Sunday
November 20, 2011

Please bring your completed 
pledge cards to worship.
Help us to reach the summit of 
our goals in response to God’s 
calling to, “Do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with 
God.”



Supporting the Blessed Community
Our Goal = $881,360 ... Estimates of Giving Received to Date = $438,883 (50%)



CHARGE  
CONFERENCE 
Our Annual Fall 
Charge Conference 
will be on Wednesday, 
November 16, 2011, at 
7:00 PM in the Chapel 
of First Church. Our 
presiding elder will 
be Rev. Tim Overton-
Harris. 

 

“LET’S MAKE A KITCHEN”  
DURING NOVEMBER
Today, join our youth in collecting unused kitchen 
utensils for the “Let’s Make a Kitchen” drive during 
the month of November. You’ll note two large  
collection barrels in the church. One is in the narthex 
and the other will be in Collins Hall each Sunday 
during Coffee Hour. So go ahead and slap an eviction 
notice on those unused old items cluttering up your 
kitchen drawers and cabinets. The items you donate 
will make a big difference in the lives of those less 
fortunate.

THIRD GRADE BIBLE SUNDAY 
Third Grade Bible Sunday, is  
November 20, 2011. As a congregation 
we will recognize the third grade class 
and celebrate their work in learning about 
the Bible. Each Third Grader who has 
been attending the class will receive their 
own bible. If you have a third grader who 
would like to participate, please bring 
them to Room 136 during Sunday school.

LAMP
YOUR
WORD IS A

3

PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY FOR ...
The family & friends of Ted Hoch, Ted died on 
 October 25, 2011. His service was held
 November 5, 2011.
The family & friends of Bruce McFarland, 
 Bruce died in early November. 
 
PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Rev. Earl Riddle, who recovering from heart surgery ... 
Rev. Wayne Hill, who is under hospice ...

OUR PRAYERS CONTINUE FOR ...   
Virginia Bender, Judie Carpenter, Joan Hill, Doris 
Lavely, Gale Morris, Kitty Riddle, Karen Smith,
Al Snyder, and Kyong Vaandering 

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY  
PERSONNEL SERVING ABROAD ...
Jared Bomberger, who is serving in Iraq ...

CONCERNS
PRAYERS

CHANGING CHRISTIANITY 
This class meets each Sunday morning at 9:00 AM in Room 202. 
On October 9, 2011 the class will begin discussing Twelve Steps to 
a Compassionate Life, by Karen Armstrong.   
 
FAITHLINK 
This class meets each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134 
This weekly study analyzes current events from a Methodist 
perspective. FaithLink is a study for individuals or groups who 
want to apply their United Methodist beliefs to current faith issues 
and world events. This essential guide motivates Christians to 
consider their personal views on important contemporary issues. 
FaithLink also encourages action for beliefs. Please join us each 
Sunday for lively discussions and inspiration. 
 
FIRST CHURCH READS 
Join us for a discussion of the book Gilead by Marilynne 
Robinson, as a part of First Church Reads. The Christian  
Century recently listed this as one of the top books of the 
decade. There will be a discussion of the novel Gilead on 
Sundays, November 13 and 20 at 9:00 AM in the Fireside 
Room. Books will be available for purchase, in class, on  
Sunday, November 13, 2011.

Marilynne Robinson’s brief novel, Gilead, tells the story of a 
pastor’s theological struggles, as well as struggles with his grand-
father’s engagement in the Civil War, with his own loneliness 
through much of his life, with his brother’s loss of belief, with his 
father’s desertion of the town, with the hardships of people’s lives, 
and above all his struggle to forgive. Gilead won the 2005 Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction. 

Adult Sunday School Classes
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All women are invited to participate in the following activities.  
We strive to develop a supportive fellowship as we promote  
concern for women, children and youth at home and abroad.  
President, Marion Hollenberg.  503/640-3270

RUTH CIRCLE AND CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
The Ruth Circle and Circle of Friends will have a combined 
meeting Wednesday, November 16, 2011 at noon in Room 202. 
Jeanette Chardon will present the program, The Stress of  
Aging, with techniques of dealing with it and aging gracefully.  
Members are asked to bring items such as scarves and toiletries 
for women and items for children. These will be placed in the tote 
bags made by the Tabitha Circle to be presented to those in the 
homeless shelter of Goose Hollow. Members are also invited to 
bring another scarf for a “scarf exchange.” Bring a sandwich for 
lunch. Dessert and beverage will be provided.  Chair: Betty-Lou 
Hare, 503/292-1773.

NAOMI CIRCLE
The Naomi Circle of Terwilliger Plaza will meet Thursday,  
November 17, 2011 at 2:00 PM in the Craft Room. Women  
who have been active in UMW work in churches which they  
attended before moving to Terwilliger Plaza are welcome.   
Chair: Colleen Foster, 503/808-7389

PLANNING TEAM
The Planning Team will meet Wednesday, November 30, 2011  
at 9:30 AM in Room 110.

Finances Year to Date
October, 2011
Income:      $835,369
Expenses:  $868,004
The Finance Committee  
thanks you.

PLEASE
KEEP

YOUR PLEDGES
CURRENT

FROM DEE POUJADE 
Thank you to everyone for their 
prayers during my recent surgery 
and hospitalization. I am feeling 
stronger every day, and I credit my 
recovery to the power or prayer, 
as well as to the excellent medical 
care I had.   
Dee Poujade

FROM GALE MORRIS 
My recent surgery imposed many 
new activities, some to be learned 
quickly and other to be  
forgotten, immediately. I am thank-
ful for a capable, caring family 
to help with my recovery and the 
healing influence provided by this 
church family. Thank you all.
Gale Morris

WOULD YOU LIKE TO  
PLAY BRIDGE? 
Women and men get together 
for the fun and fellowship of 
contract bridge (not duplicate!) 
in Room 202 every Tuesday 
(holidays excepted), beginning 
at 11:00 AM. Play generally 
continues until about 3:00 PM, 
with a break for a brown-bag.

The group plays for fun – while expertise is not a 
requirement, participants should know the basics of 
bidding and play. No instruction is provided.

Anyone who would like to join the group on a  
regular basis, or who would like to check it out  
and see what its all about, is invited to show up  
on any Tuesday morning. For further information,  
contact Kay Ward at 971/255-1430 or  
Dee Poujade at 503/243-3337.

Thanks Bridge Players

United Methodist WomenA Forum

FORUM: VIM ...  
SHARING OUR HOLY LAND EXPERIENCES 
The Volunteer in Mission team to the Holy Land will be 
returning to Portland with lots of stories to tell! The team 
members are anxious to share them with as many people 
as possible. They are inviting their First Church family 
and friends to join them for a forum, Sharing Our Holy 
Land Experiences, on Sunday, November 20, 2011 after 
worship. A light lunch, featuring Middle-Eastern foods, 
will be provided. Team members will share photos from 
their trip and will come prepared to engage in a lively 
dialogue about how modern-day Christians (along with 
Muslims and Jews) are working for peace in this holy 
place.

The Volunteers in Mission team to the Holy Land have 
created a blog. Visit their blog at our church website 
(www.fumcpdx.org) and click on the button marked 
“Volunteers in Mission.” This blog allows you to meet the 
mission team and enjoy pre-trip news and then to follow 
their postings as the team travels.



Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later  
than 10:00 AM on the Thursday before publication  
the following Wednesday. The next Circuit Rider will  
be published on November 22, 2011.

The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you.  
E-mail the church office at office@fumcpdx.org  
to request it by e-mail.

Address Service Requested

POINSETTIA  
ORDER FORM 

It is time to order plants to prepare our 
sanctuary for the Christmas  
season. This year poinsettias or  
azaleas are $15.50 each. Use
this order form to indicate if the  
flowers are in memory or honor of 
someone and return the form and  
payment to the church office by
Monday, December 12, 2011.  
Indicate POINSETTIA in the memo 
portion of your check. Also, indicate  
if you are picking your plant up after 
the 9:00 PM service. Please note 
that the earliest that plants can be 
picked up is  after the 9:00 PM service.

     POINSETTIA            AZALEA

Your Name

Name          In Memory          In Honor

       I will pick up  the plant.




