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Portland First  
United Methodist  
Church declares that 
we will be an advocate 
for peace in our local 
communities and world. 
As a Reconciling  
Congregation,  
members of  
First United  
Methodist Church  
have pledged to  
welcome and support  
all who want to worship  
with us, regardless of  
race, gender, class or  
sexual orientation.

LIVING A VIBRANT FAITH

f

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 

December 11 
10:30 AM 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 
December 18 
10:30 AM 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

BELIEVING  THINKING  ACTING

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 11
  Join the ADVENTure ... 9:00 AM, Fireside Room
  Lighting of the Advent Wreath ... 10:30 AM, Sanctuary
  Alternative Christmas & World Bazaar, 12:00 PM, Collins Hall
  Jonas & Friends Christmas Pops Concert, 3:00 PM, Sanctuary

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 18
  Join the ADVENTure ... 9:00 AM, Fireside Room
  Lighting of the Advent Wreath ... 10:30 AM, Sanctuary
  Gloria by Randol Bass will be presented by the Chancel Choir 

with Brass, 10:30 AM, Sanctuary
  Alternative Christmas & World Bazaar, 12:00 PM, Collins Hall

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Saturday, December 24
  Family Service with Children’s Pageant ... 5:00 PM, Sanctuary 
  Candlelight and Carols ... 7:00 & 9:00 PM, Sanctuary
  Communion Service ... 11:00 PM, Chapel

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
Sunday, December 25
   Christmas Day Worship Service ... 10:30 AM, Sanctuary  

JONAS NORDWALL
FRIENDS Sunday,  
December 11, 2011
3:00 PM

a ten dollar donation is suggested
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Rev. Donna  
Pritchard

a message 
from our 
pastor

“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Stars”
If you have been in worship recently you may have noticed the stars hanging in the sanctuary.  
While these stars do not literally “twinkle” (they only sway or flutter a little as the heat comes 
on and off), they do serve a purpose. Because each of these little white paper stars bears a 
prayer of someone in our congregation. Starting with the Advent Festival on November 27th, 
I have asked children, youth and adults to jot down their prayers of gratitude, of concern, or 
of hope.

The prayers have been poignant and powerful. And they hang in the sanctuary as visual  
reminders of our shared faith. They contain many of our common hopes and dreams,  
especially during this season of darkness and light.

Each time I hang a star I pray the prayer found upon it. I have prayed for healing and good 
health for many individuals in pain. I have prayed for compassion, reconciliation, and  
empathy. I have prayed for families and friends, for guidance and wisdom, for marriage 
equality, for an end to all warfare, for hope. I have prayed for the baby Jesus and for the 
grown up Christ in our community. I have prayed for people who challenge our perceptions 
and for people who bring us joy. I have even prayed for “the best Christmas ever.”  

But more than anything else, I have prayed for peace. So many of those stars twinkling in 
our midst ask God for peace – within ourselves, within our families, within our community, 
within the whole wide world. As we prepare to once again welcome Jesus, the “Prince of 
Peace” into our lives, we might do well to remember another prayer, this one from St. Francis 
of Assisi:

“Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be  
understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in 
pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”

Amen.

Blessings, 
Rev. Donna
PS ... It’s not too late for you to “Make Christmas Count.” We’ve listed several options in 
believing, thinking, and acting to help you make the most of the season. You can learn more 
at the church’s website, www.fumcpdx.org

SUPPORTING THE  
BLESSED COMMUNITY
An Update

Currently we have 260 responses 
of Estimates of Giving for 2012. 
Our goal is: $881,360 and  
currently we are 77% there with 
$684,659! Please return your  
Estimate of Giving card to the 
church office as soon as possible.



Supporting the Blessed Community
Our Goal = $881,360 ... Estimates of Giving Received to Date = $684,659 

Don’t forget
to “Make
Christmas
Count” by
participating
in the
Christmas
Offering.
Use the
envelope
enclosed.
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ADVENTure For All
ADVENTure is a fun way to explore Advent and will include art, story telling and music in playful 
learning. The ADVENTure will begin at 9:00 AM in the Fireside Room each Sunday of Advent. 
Nursery is available during this time, and all ages are welcome to come before choirs start. Come 
to one or come to all!

Shop for Christmas Dinner for Friendly House
This Advent provide a Christmas Dinner for a Friendly House Service for Seniors and Homeless 
Families program. Simply pick up a grocery bag and list in the Commons in Collins Hall and shop 
for the dinner. The cost is about $30.00. You can put your own spin on the items, but we just ask 
you keep in mind potential limitations for cooking. Please return full bags (including perishable 
items) on Sunday, December 11 to the donation table in the narthex. Please do not bring completed 
bags prior to December 11, 2011. The bags will be distributed to seniors and families by the folks 
at the Friendly House. 

Volunteer at the Shelter
Make Christmas count by volunteering at the Goose Hollow Family Shelter during Advent.  
Opportunities for service include meal providing, hosting Kid Time, and Over-Night hosting. You 
can sign up by going to: www.pdxhfs.org or signing up for a Sunday School in Action shift at the 
shelter. For more info on volunteering, and meal ideas, visit our Sunday School in Action poster in 
Collins Hall near the kid’s play area.

Carol in Goose Hollow & Zoo Lights
Mark your Calendars for December 17. Meet at 5:00 PM in Room 202 at the church to sing  
Christmas carols and create Christmas cheer. We have invited families from the Goose Hollow 
Family Shelter to join us in this evening of fun. We will all have pizza dinner together at 6:00 PM 
at the church. A donation of $10/family will cover the cost of food for your family plus shelter 
guests. After singing and dinner, we will take the MAX up to the Oregon Zoo for a fun evening of 
light at the Oregon Zoo. First UMC families are responsible for their max and zoo tickets.  
(Zoo tickets are $9.00 for adults and $7.50 for children.) Sign up with Megan after worship in  
Collins Hall.

Youth Christmas Party
First Church youth will gather for some holiday games, gingerbread house building, and an award 
for the best holiday cookie or baked good (bring enough to share!) Join us on Sunday,  
December 11, 2011 from 12:00 to 2:00 PM in the Youth Room. All youth are welcome.

Nativity Pageant Rehearsals
The children of First Church will be presenting a Nativity Pageant in the 5:00 PM  
Christmas Eve service. All children are invited to participate! We will have two rehearsals:
Saturday, December 10 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM (readers only rehearsal)
Sunday, December 18 after worship (an all-cast dress rehearsal)
Contact Megan Humprheys-Loving if you would like your child to participate:
mhumphreys-loving@fumcpdx.org or 503/228-3195 ext. 227

Preacher’s Pub
Come discuss the week’s Scripture passages at the Goose Hollow Inn (directly across the street  
from the church) on Wednesdays, December 7 and 14 at 7:00 PM. This is a relaxed Bible study 
and fellowship opportunity.

Longest Night Service
There will be a Longest Night Service on Wednesday, December 21, 2011 at 5:00 PM in the  
Chapel. This service is designed to help and encourage those who have experienced loss,
and anyone who finds Christmas a difficult and emotional time.

AKE
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PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY FOR ...
The family and friends of Joan Hill, Joan died on 
 Tuesday, November 29, 2011. Her service will be on
 December 10, 2011 at 2:00 PM in the sanctuary. 
 A reception will follow at The Springs at 
 Tanasbourne.

PRAYERS OF CONCERN FOR ...
Olive Pomeroy, as she deals with Parkinson’s ... 

OUR PRAYERS CONTINUE FOR ...   
Virginia Bender, Judie Carpenter, Rev. Wayne Hill,
Doris Lavely, Kitty Riddle, Karen Smith, Al Snyder,
and Kyong Vaandering ...

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY  
PERSONNEL SERVING ABROAD ...
Jared Bomberger, who is serving in Iraq ...


CHANGING CHRISTIANITY 
This class meets each Sunday morning at 9:00 AM in Room 202. 
On October 9, 2011 the class will begin discussing Twelve Steps to 
a Compassionate Life, by Karen Armstrong.   
 
FAITHLINK 
This class meets each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM in Room 134 
This weekly study analyzes current events from a Methodist 
perspective. FaithLink is a study for individuals or groups who 
want to apply their United Methodist beliefs to current faith issues 
and world events. This essential guide motivates Christians to 
consider their personal views on important contemporary issues. 
FaithLink also encourages action for beliefs. Please join us each 
Sunday for lively discussions and inspiration. 

Adult Sunday School ClassesCONCERNS
PRAYERS

All women are invited to participate in the following activities. We 
strive to develop a supportive fellowship as we promote concern for 
women, children and youth at home and abroad.  President, Marion 
Hollenberg.  503/640-3270

THE RUTH CIRCLE
The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, December 14 at noon in 
Room 204.  Please bring a favorite Christmas table decoration to 
display on our lunch table. Then, members will have the opportunity 
to experience playing Christmas music with the hand bells.  
There will also be a gift exchange. Bring a sandwich for lunch.   
Dessert and beverage will be provided.  Chair: Betty-Lou Hare,  
503/292-1773.

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
The Circle of Friends will meet at the home of Trudy Kayser on  
December 14 at 11:30 AM. Lunch will be provided with a $5.00 
donation. Bring three dozen cookies for cookie exchange and also 
HUGS for a donation to the homeless shelter.  Co-Chairpersons: 
Hazelee Stevenson 503/283-0041 and Leah Vislisel 503/648-6808.

NAOMI CIRCLE
On Thursday, December 15, the newly formed Naomi Circle will 
meet at 2:00 PM, at Terwilliger Plaza in the 8th floor lounge, a time 
for sharing Christmas traditions from around the world to enrich 
the season for each member. New members and visitors are always 
welcome. Contact: Colleen Foster 503/808-7389.

United Methodist Women

DECK THE HALLS! 
We need a few willing friends on Sunday, December 18, after worship, to help decorate the  

Chapel and Collins Hall trees with Crismons for the Christmas season.   
If you can help, call Beth Iverson at 503/268-1880 or email her at Lylebeth44@gmail.com.

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
We all know Advent and Christmas is supposed to be 
about joy, festivity and high-spirited celebration, but  
not everyone is happy all the time. Not everyone revels 
in the Christmas spirit in the same way. For some,  
the darkness of the solstice feels more real than the 
promised light of Christmas. Christmas can be a  
difficult time of year for many reasons: concerns about 
the state of the world around us, struggles with  
depression, grief, addictions, fears, anxieties, or  
memories. If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, 
or a job, a home or a dream, please do not think you are 
alone. Join us in the Chapel at 5:00 PM on the “Longest 
Night” - Wednesday, December 21, 2011. Together  
we will acknowledge our feelings with people of  
compassion and empathy. There will be time for prayer, 
for silence, for music and for hope. For more informa-
tion, contact Rev. Tom Foster or Rev. Donna Pritchard.
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Alternative Christmas 2011

around  the world



Did you know that First UMC 
has Covenant Relationships 
with three missionaries across 
the globe? Covenant Relation-
ships are our way to support 
the work of missionary through 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries.

Our church has supported 
many missionaries through 
the years and our Covenant 
Relationships for 2012-2014 
have just been renewed. Our 
Covenant Missionaries may 
be familiar to you from their 
recent visits to First Church. 
They are: Gordon and Teca 
Greathouse in Brazil, Clara 
Biswas in Cambodia, and  
Janet Lahr-Lewis in the  
Holy Land.

Several in our congregation 
have participated in Volunteer 
In Mission teams to two of 
these countries; Brazil in 2010 
and the Holy Land in 2011.  
We hope to take a team to 
Cambodia in February of 2013.

To further highlight our  
mission relationships, the 
Global Missions Committee 
has lifted up three projects for 
our support during this season 
of giving. First UMC has a 
missionary presence in each of 
these three countries

BRAZIL

HOLY LAND

PALESTINE: WADI FUKIN COMMUNITY CENTER 
Wadi Fukin is a Muslim Palestinian village of 1200 people that is a few miles from 
Bethlehem in the West Bank.  It is the only one of 531 Palestinian villages that has been 
returned to its land since the depopulation of Arab towns in 1948-1950. The community 
center in Wadi Fukin, under the guidance of First UMC covenant missionary Janet 
Lahr-Lewis, is the first United Methodist Community Development Project outside of 
the United States. The center was opened in February 2011, and the village board has 
developed a women’s program for health and activities, as well as a Youth Program 
which is designed especially for young men ages 18 to 30, who are needing to practice 
critical thinking in the areas of politics and culture as well as practical skills. The 
village has also invested in beehives and has begun to raise bees to produce honey for 
income, to help support the center. 

BRAZIL: SHADE & FRESH WATER PROJECT 
In the extensive slum areas of Brazil’s large cities,  

children attend school only four hours a day. The children face the 
hazards of the street the remainder of the day. To address  

this problem, Gordon & Teca Greathouse, FUMC’s covenant 
missionaries in Brazil, have established centers called  

“Shade & Fresh Water” near the slums. The centers provide  
a safe place, where children from elementary  

and middle school come to be fed (sometimes  
their only meal of the day) and to learn.  

At the centers their lives are enriched by  
music, art, libraries, and computer labs.

CAMBODIA: GARBAGE DUMP MINISTRY 
Families living in or near Phnom Penh’s  

garbage dumps eke out a living by digging  
in the garbage for food and items to sell.  

One hundred soda cans will generate the equivalent  
of two cents. Tonle Basak/Bording are educational  

projects in the slums surrounding the dumps.  
Young children attend school for half a day, while continuing to help 
their families gather garbage the rest of the day; older children obtain 

vocational skills to obtain jobs that will help lift their families from 
poverty.  Enrichment programs are also provided. Clara Biswas, First 

UMC’s covenant missionary in Cambodia, coordinates this project. 
First Church is in a Covenant Relationship with Ms. Biswas.

Alternative Christmas giving will focus this year on First UMC’s 
three covenant missionaries and projects in each of their countries 
through the remaining Sundays of Advent (December 11 and 18), 

the Global Mission committee will staff a table in the Commons, at 
which you may purchase gift certificates to benefit Shade and Fresh 

Water (Brazil), Garbage Dump Ministry (Cambodia) and  
Wadi Fukin Community Center (Palestine). We will also make 

available Planet Church’s popular Chinook Books,  
Guatemalan crafts to benefit a day care center for street children in  

Guatemala City, and Palestinian olive oil  
to benefit Palestinian farmers.

CAMBODIA



Publication Deadlines
Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later  
than 10:00 AM on the Thursday before publication  
the following Wednesday. The next Circuit Rider will  
be published on December 21, 2011.

The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you.  
E-mail the church office at office@fumcpdx.org  
to request it by e-mail.

Address Service Requested

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Alternative Christmas Gift Certificates,

Palestinian Olive Oil and Related Items,
benefiting Global mission work and the Palestinian people

Guatemalan Crafts,
benefiting  the work of Los Amigos de Los Romeritos,
a day care center for Guatemalan street children

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
Alternative Christmas Gift Certificates,

Palestinian Olive Oil and Related Items,
benefiting Global mission work and the Palestinian people
Cambodian Scarves, benefiting the work of Clara Biswas in Cambodia

WORLD BAZAAR

Each Sunday in Collins Hall, 
after worship, you can come 
and experience a World Bazaar 
... shop for unique Christmas 
gifts that will also benefit our 
mission work around the world.

Planet Church 
will also

make the popular
Chinook Books

available during 
Advent.


