
First United Methodist Church of Portland declares 
that we will be an advocate for peace in our local 
communities and world. As a Reconciling Congregation, 
members of First United Methodist Church have 
pledged to welcome and support all who want to 
worship with us, regardless of race, gender, class or 
sexual orientation. Worship at 10:30 AM, Sundays.
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The first phases of 
our Capital Campaign 
Construction are well 
underway ... updating and 
making our restrooms 
(near the church library 
and near Collins Hall) 
handicapped accessible. 
Please step up and make 
your Capital Campaign 
commitment now: 
fumcpdx.org/believe

www.fumcpdx.org
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Rev. Jeremy Smith

a message from  
our Minister of Discipleship

Hello friends, this is Rev. Jeremy taking over for an issue while our Senior Pastor, Rev. Donna, is on vacation! 
Thanks for sitting with me for a page.

Call and Response?
One of the rich traditions of the church is “call and response.” This may bring to mind the practice of 
African-American churches that “talk back” during the sermon. That is absolutely a form of call-and-
response!  But in our congregation, we also have a call and response. 

• Everything in the worship service leading up to the sermon is the “Call.” The hymns, anthems, liturgies, 
scriptures, and sermon are the “Call.” We believe that music, ancient language, contemporary language, 
scriptural language, and the spoken word are all vehicles for what God might be saying today—and it often 
isn’t precisely what your worship leaders plan! 

•Everything in the worship service after the sermon is the “Response.” We sing, we have an offering, we 
return our communication cards, we often share Holy Communion, and then we are sent out into the 
world with a reflective benediction and glorious postlude. We believe that the call that comes from God 
through our often-imperfect language and ways evokes a response in a person. It may be dismissed—but 
more often, the response is a change in your life. 

This Sunday, ask yourself prior to the sermon: “What is being called out of my life?” After the sermon: 
“What is my response to that call?” After you have responded to those questions, replace “my” with “our” 
to better reflect our shared life together.

Respond then Call?
My encouragement today is to also look for the mirror of the above: We often respond to the world, and in 
that response, we find a call from God. It is in the practice of living graciously, patiently, and with love for 
our neighbor that we find a calling to do more. We experience calls to create a homeless shelter, to plant a 
church, to write to our legislators, to sing, to make our community more hospitable to persons with autism 
or to persons with Alzheimer’s. In our response to what is not right in the world, we find our calling. 

As Methodists, our mission statement is to, “M ake disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.” I believe the mirror image is true, also: when you are transforming the world, then you find out 
what being a disciple is all about.

Will you respond to that call? I hope you respond to injustice and need by being involved in our Outreach 
programs. I hope you respond to children or youth’s needs by assisting in Sunday School. I hope you 
offer more beauty to the world through the choirs, handbells, sewing, and art. And as your Minister of 
Discipleship, I deeply hope that many of those calls can be found in the ministries and missions of First 
United Methodist Church. The choice is yours.

Blessings, ~Jeremy
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Peanut Butter  
and Justice
Tuesdays in  
June/July | Noon 
Bring a brown 
bag lunch for a 
noontime chat outside in the sun  
(or in the Library if it is raining) about 
a social justice topic, including some 
guest speakers! This group will have  
a rotating leadership and reading  
material will be provided.  
Led by Rev. Jeremy

Epiphany Women
First Mondays | 7:00 pm |  
Fireside Room
An intergenerational women’s group 
that grew out of last fall’s Women’s 
Retreat, this group meets for spiritual 
growth, personal sharing, support, 
laughter, learning, service and friend-
ship.

Contemplative Living: 
An Experience of Spiritual Deepening
Mondays, July 21 - August 25 |  
5:30-7:00 pm
Join us for a light supper, followed by 
teaching and a chance to try on some 
contemplative practices to deepen  
our connection with God and one  
another. We will read and discuss a 
couple of books and be led by our  
own Rev. Donna and by the  
Rev. Sheldon Hurst, a certified  
Spiritual Director and recent addition 
to our worshipping community. This 
group is for you if you are looking for 
peace and quiet in a hectic world, and 
if you long for community. 

learn
gather

explore
Christianity in a Changing World ...  
explores contemporary questions of 
our Christian life. Class participants 
choose books, videos, and guest 
speakers representing a wide array of 
subjects and view points, including 
those that are controversial, seeking 
new ideas and findings which are 
related to our rapidly changing world. 
The book under current discussion 
is: The Evolution of God, by Robert 
Wright - exploring how people’s views 
of God have developed and changed in 
our Judeo-Christian tradition. 9:00 AM/
Room 202 
 
Short-Term Summer Classes ...
These short-term studies are great 
companions to a summer travel  
schedule. They will be one or two  
week classes, on a topic at a time.
9:00 AM/Room 110 

July 13 
The Voice of Yahweh in the  
Old Testament,  
Led by Jessica Kimmet

July 20 & 27 
How to Go to the Mat with God:  
Rediscovering Spiritual Practices, 
Led by Doug Force
 
August 3 & 10 
The Gospel of Dr. Seuss, 
Led by Rev. Donna Pritchard

August 17 
Mindfulness, Led by Dr. Kim  
Hutchison

 
 

PeanutButter

&justice

Young Adult Donut Crawl:  
Saturday, July 19, at 9:00 AM.  
Meet at the church and then we’ll 
head to SW Portland for a walk 
around and visit three or more 
donut shops! It doesn’t get more 
Portland than donut shops. 
 
First Church Birders  
Join the First Church Birders on  
Saturday, July 19 for a three to four 
hour field trip to Sauvie Island. Its 
rich natural resources make it one 
of the premier nature destinations 
in the Portland area. Meet at the 
church parking lot at 9:00 am  
(or at the Sauvie Island Bridge at  
9:30 am). Carpooling opportunities 
will be available; please email: 
planetchurch@fumcpdx.org if you 
need a ride or are an authorized  
driving willing to take passengers  
(or for more information). 
 
Sunday Funday 
An All-Church Potluck Picnic on 
Sunday, August 17 at 1:30 PM.
Join your First Church family as we 
enjoy an afternoon in the sun at a 
nearby park. Bring a dish to share 
for a potluck lunch, and plan to 
enjoy an afternoon of field games, 
water games, community building, 
and relaxation. All ages are  
encouraged to attend.

211info Needs Volunteers
211info, the agency that fields calls for assistance of all kinds in Portland, is moving.   

They will need volunteers the first week of September to make their move happen at little or no cost to the agency.   
If interested contact:

Laura Kuperstein, 211info Volunteer & Intern Coordinator at 503/416-2604.

mailto:planetchurch@fumcpdx.org
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Prayers of Concern  
Becky Bullis, suffered a serious  
stroke and is now at Maryville in
Beaverton ...

Susan Duncan, has begun a series of 
chemo treatments ...

Bob Hetzer’s sister, Susan, has been 
transferred to rehabilitation following a
serious car accident ...

Expressions of Congratulations!  
In post-graduation news we are  
delighted to share ... 
 
Hadley Wilhoite won Jesuit High 
School’s Theology Award two years 
in a row (her freshman and now her 
sophomore years). This award is given 
to a student who expresses a great 
curiosity and open mind for the study 
of theology.

Paul Terdal  received the Glen Downs 
Justice for All award from the North-
west Examiner, for his advocacy work 
on behalf of families of children with 
autism. Thanks in large part to Paul’s 
efforts, Oregon’s Legislature passed a 
bill mandating insurance coverage for 
Applied Behavioral Analysis treatments 
for autism.

 

pray

break out

travel

Y O U T H

Astoria & Fort Clatsop Tour
Join us on August 16 to visit Astoria 
and Fort Clatsop on a full day tour. 
Escorted by a professional guide, the 
tour will take us by historical loca-
tions that include the Alderbrook 
area, East End Mooring Basin, movie 
sites (Goonies and Kindergarten Cop), 
along with several old churches and 
homes. We will then visit the famous 
Astor Column where we will enjoy a 
spectacular view. Fort Clatsop is next, 
including a video made by the  
Clatsop Indians and a tour of the fort,  
museum, and bookstore. This is also 
our lunch stop. After Fort Clatsop, 
we return to Astoria and pass the 
U.S Coast Guard Station, Uniontown 
and Doughboy Monument and stop 
at the Maritime Memorial Park. If 
time permits we will stop at Liberty 
Theatre where Clark Gable made his 
first stage appearance. 

We will assemble at First Church at 
8:00 AM and will return to FUMC by 
5:00 PM. Cost of the tour is $39.00 
for adults and $29.00 for children. 
Lunch is at your own expense; a 
box lunch is available for purchase 
or you are welcome to bring your 
own lunch. Contact the FUMC office 
to register: 503/228-3195; sign-up 
closes July 31. Check with Ted Moon 
at 503/543-2220) for more  
information.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry needs your help. They 
love the creative work they do and want to give you 
an opportunity to participate as well. The Prayer 
Shawl Ministry reaches out to someone in need of 
comforting with a hand-knitted or crocheted shawl 
created in a spirit of prayer and love. The recipient 
of a shawl receives the message that someone they 
may not even know and may have never met has 
been praying for them as they knitted the shawl. The 
Prayer Shawl is a tangible, comforting, and warming 
way to show God’s love to those who may be suffering 
in body, mind or spirit. Please contact Peggy Cook at 
503/452-7298 or Dora Luckert at  503/291-1506.

Sunday Shenanigans
July 27, August 31
All students, grades 7 – 12 and newly 
graduated, are invited to take part in 
an afternoon of food and fun, follow-
ing the morning worship service.

 
 

Youth Coffee Break
Thursdays, at 5:30 PM. All youth, plan 
to get together for coffee (or what-
ever you like), conversation, and card 
games at Starbucks (across from the 
church), before our Summer Soulstice 
services. (Exceptions are July 31 and 
August 28 because worship will not be 
held at the church.)

java



Summer

Thursday Night Worship
SOULSTICE

TAIZEJULY 17

HYMN-SINGJULY 24
OUTDOORJULY 31

color me
fantastic

Families in Action
All-Family BBQ: Saturday, July 19, beginning at 4:00 PM
All First Church families, including families whose children are promoting into 
the children’s department, are invited to attend a BBQ at the Martin’s house. 
Plan to bring a side or dessert to share. For directions or more information 
contact Megan Jones at mjones@fumcpdx.org

Join us for this  
contemplative experience of prayer songs 
and chants in the Chapel on Thursday, 
July 17 at 7:00 PM, as a part of our 
Summer Soulstice series of services. 
During the Taize service we will be led 
by instrumentalists and singers in simple 
songs of worship. Scripture is read and 
reflected upon in silence. 

TAIZEAUGUST 7
We are excited about our Summer 
Soulstice worship experiences. 
Every Thursday at 7:00 PM we will 
offer a unique style of worship ... 
everything from an old-fashioned 
Hymn-Sing to foot-stompin’ 
Bluegrass. We will even have 
opportunities to worship God in 
the splendor of creation at two 
local parks.
 
Child care will be provided for 
each service (except for the 
outdoor ones).  
 
Summer is an excellent time to try 
new things ... to step out of our 
comfort zones ... make our
Summer Soulstice a part of your
summer plans each Thursday. 

 August 11-15, 2014 
First Church Arts Camp for Kids 
Exploring Music, Art, & Drama

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Children having completed Pre K – 6th grade are invited to take part 
in a new summer event at First Church ... Color Me Fantastic! An Arts 
Camp for kids, right in the church.
 
Come experience a colorful journey through four Bible stories 
as we learn, play, sing, and create! Each day will have a predominant 
color as its theme with all the activities tying into the color of the day.
It is a great way to children to express their creative energies and 
learn important socialization skills. 
 
If you are interested in receiving additional information about this 
event please contact Megan Jones: mjones@fumcpdx.org

 
 
To register, visit our website at:
fumcpdx.org  
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In this edition of Crosstalk, we focus on the physical space  
we call home. First Church is over 60,000 square feet across  
three sections. If you’ve ever tried to direct one of our many  
visitors from one area of the church to another, you get an  
immediate appreciation for how overwhelming  
it can feel to the new person who simply wants to get from  
the sanctuary to Collins Hall. We are in the process of updating  
our promotion and directional signage around the church.  
We currently have larger maps that are located in front 
of the narthex and in the Youngset courtyard/playground  
which will be fully updated later this year. 

For more help there are direction signs with arrows pointing to the major room or areas in the hallways.  Some are on 
the walls while others are hanging from the ceiling. If you still cannot find your way you can call Dwight at 971/563-7900 
or one of the custodial staff at 971/563-7820. They will be able to assist you in finding where or what you need. 

Faithfully serving you,  
Kendall Martin - Manager, Marketing and Communications - e: kmartin@fumcpdx.org

mailto:office%40fumcpdx.org?subject=Subscribe%20to%20CR%20by%20E-Mail

