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First United Methodist Church of Portland declares 
that we will be an advocate for peace in our local 
communities and world. As a Reconciling Congregation, 
members of First United Methodist Church have 
pledged to welcome and support all who want to 
worship with us, regardless of race, gender, class or 
sexual orientation. Worship at 10:30 AM, Sundays.
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The worship theme for the month of November is “Just Our Imagination?”
Each Sunday this month we are being challenged to look beyond our 
everyday perspective. We are being asked to encounter and to embrace life 
from God’s perspective, well beyond our own limitations. I’ve thought a lot 
about that phrase, “Just our Imagination,” as I’ve been preparing sermons 
for this series. And I have come to believe that there is no such thing as 
“just” our imagination.

Imagination is a powerful and profound part of the human psyche.  
Imagination helps us to see beyond our eyes, to hear beyond our ears,  
to think with both the mind and the heart.  Imagination is essential for any 
group of people who wants to come together and to move forward. Chris 
Hedges puts it this way:

 A society that loses its respect for the sacred, that ignores its   
	 oracles	and	severs	itself	from	the	power	of	human	imagination		 	
	 ensures	its	obliteration.

Carl Sagan suggests that imagination will carry us to worlds that never 
were; but without it we will go nowhere. And Mark Twain reminds us that 
you can’t depend on your eyes when your imagination is out of focus.

A part of what we do when we come together as a church is rekindle the 
power of our imagination, joined with the power of God’s love. When our 
imagination is focused on God’s love for us and for the world around us, it 
helps us see the way forward, and it carries us into worlds that never were.  
It helps us to create God’s reign right here, right now.

Later this week you should receive a letter from two of our members, 
essentially asking you to keep the mission and ministries of First Church 
going by rekindling the power of your imagination as it joins with the 
power of God’s love. 2015 will take us into our 167th year of ministry here 
in Portland and around the world. We need you to play a vital role in this 
work through your gifts of time and money. Because of you, we know the 
mission of First Church is in good hands.  

When your letter arrives, please read it carefully and then let us know – 
by mail, by email, or on our website, what you expect to give as this year 
winds down, and as we look toward the year to come. Let us know how  
you imagine First Church rising to the challenges before us as we share 
God’s love through meaningful worship, spiritual growth opportunities, 
theological education, small groups for support and fellowship, and 
outreach for service here and around the world.

If you have any questions about this year’s “Because of You” annual fund 
drive, don’t hesitate to give me a call or drop me a note, because it is not 
just our imagination … we really do need each and every one of us to make 
a difference every day!

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Donna 
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	 Christianity in a Changing World 
is an adult class studying  
Convictions: How I Learned What 
Mattered Most, by Marcus Borg. 
As he celebrates his 70th year, 
theologian and Bible scholar 
Marcus Borg reflects on his life 
and how he developed his most 
bedrock convictions and why they 
matter.  9:00 AM/Room 202

	 The Gathering is a community of 
parents of school-age children. 
We meet at the same time as 
the children’s choirs and youth 
Sunday school: 9:30 AM on 
Sunday mornings in Room 204. 
Rev. Jeremy leads us each week in 
a time of conversation and study.

	 What Is Bethlehem Like Today? 
This is a four-week Advent class 
for adults. This class meets at  
9:00 AM in Room 110. It will be 
taught by Dee Poujade. Dee has 
many years experience of travel 
and study in the Middle East.

 Charge Conference 
Wednesday, November 19

 7:00 PM | The Chapel  

United Methodist Women join with women in United Methodist congregations 
around the world in organizing for mission. We strive to develop a supportive 
fellowship as we participate with women, children and youth in nearly 300 
international programs, in 103 national programs as well as several local 
programs. 

Ruth Circle/Naomi Circle 
Happy 100th birthday, Joyce Hulse! The Ruth Circle and Naomi Circle will join 
together Thursday, November 20 to celebrate this milestone birthday for Joyce 
in the Club Room at Terwilliger Plaza at 2:00 PM. Of course, birthday cake will 
be served! Ruth Circle members, please note this is a change in day and time 
for the regular meeting.  Ruth Circle members will meet at the church parking 
lot at 1:30 PM to car pool to Terwilliger. Please call Marion Hollenberg at 
503.640.3270 or Judy Moon at 503.543.2220 that you plan to attend and also 
would like a ride.  Naomi Chair: Colleen Foster 503.808.7389

Circle of Friends
Why are You Thankful and For What are YOU Thankful? To celebrate family, 
friends and others, Circle of Friends meets in the Fireside room at noon on 
Wednesday, November 19. Thanksgiving thoughts and joys will be shared in 
conjunction with discussion of thanksgiving history and traditions. Bring a 
sandwich for lunch. Dessert and beverage will be provided. Co-Chairs:  
Mary Covert 503.652.6480 and Trudy Kayser 503.292.7528

UMW Planning Team 
Please not the new day, time, and room for the November Planning Meeting.
The Planning Team will meet Tuesday, November 25 at 9:30 AM in the Library.

FOR  
ADULTS
ON  
SUNDAY
MORNING

FOR THE WOMEN OF  
FIRST CHURCH

Graceful Aging | A Focus on Alzheimer’s
Join us for a candid discussion of dementia 
and Alzheimer’s on Saturday, November 
22 at 10:30 AM in the chapel.  Shelly 
Edwards, a master trainer and presenter 
on Alzheimer’s since 2007, will take your 
questions about diagnosing and living 
with memory loss. Working with the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Shelly was recently 
Program and Services Manager and the 
Outreach Program Director. You will find 
her to be knowledgeable, well-spoken 
and compassionate as she answers your 
questions about this disease that affects so 
many families each day.  



Blessing of the Animals
Animals bring a richness to life, 
especially when we share our 
homes and hearts with them. 
Christianity has long celebrated 
the special bond between people 
and animals – through songs, 
prayers, and blessing ceremonies.
You are invited to bring your furry 
(or scaly or feathered or hoofed 
or …?) friends to Room 202 on 
Sunday, November 23 at 3:00 PM 
for a service of thanksgiving and 
blessing. If your animal friend 
doesn’t travel well, (or get along 
with others), bring a photograph 
for blessing. If you have recently 
lost a beloved pet, you are 
invited to bring your memories 
in thanksgiving. Cards will be 
available in the narthex a couple 
weeks in advance so that you can 
tell us about your animal friend 
and let us know you will be  
coming to this Service of  
Blessing and Thanks.

First Church Travellers
Treat yourself with a musical Christmas gift! 
Join us on Thursday, December 4, at Collins 
Retreat Center for and Advent Hymn Sing.
The program will feature classic Christmas 
carols including the stories behind the 
music. Staged in the Grace Collins Goudy 
Chapel, the program will be lead by Rev. 
Laura Jaquith Bartlett, experienced minister 
of music. This musical morning will be 
followed by a delicious meal featuring 
holiday favorites. Browsing time is set aside 
following lunch to see the Ten Thousand 
Villages Christmas display, including gift 
packs of honey and various preserves. 
We meet at First Church at 9:00 AM for 
carpool transportation and will return 
at about 4:00 PM. The cost is $23.00 
person including the program, lunch and 
transportation. Register at the church office 
by November 28.

Oregon Food Bank Needs Volunteers 
On Saturday, November 22, from 9:00 to 11:30 AM, join fellow  
First Church volunteers for a few hours at the Oregon Food Bank 
(7900 NE 33rd Drive, Portland, OR 97211). We will gather with other 
community volunteers in re-packing bulk food items into family-size 
containers for distribution to Portland’s hungry families. This outreach 
opportunity is a program of our Church and Society ministry and all are 
welcome. Bring family and friends! Plan on doing your part to feed the 
hungry of Oregon.

Prayers of Sympathy
For the family of Donna Lake,  
she died on October 31, 2014.  
A memorial service will be held 
Saturday, November 15 at 11:00 AM 
in the Fireside Room.

A memorial service will be held  
for George Rives on Saturday, 
November 22, at 2:00 PM in the 
sanctuary ...
 
Prayers of Concern
Slyvia Scott has been discharded 
from rehab and is located at her 
new address at Glenwood Place in 
Vancouver, WA ...

Virginia Townend, who has had 
several recent hospitalizations  ...

Joanne Weiss, recovering from  
an injury  ...    
                                                                       Amanda Sanford’s mother, 
Connie Connor who was recently 
hospitalized ...

Doug Stearns, recovering from  
knee rehab ..
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Sunday, November 30
God’s Redeeming Judgement ... Mark 13:32-37

Sunday, December 7
Locusts, Wild Honey, and Great Expectations ...  
Mark 1:1-8

Sunday, December 14
Nothing Is Impossible ... Luke 1:26-38

Mozart’s Magnificat with The Chancel Choir

Sunday, December 21
Children’s Christmas Pageant

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24
 5:00 PM Family Christmas Eve, Sanctuary

 7:00 PM Candlelight Service, Sanctuary

 9:00 PM Candlelight Service, Sanctuary

 11:00 PM Communion Service, Chapel

Sunday, December 28
Do You See What I See? ... John 1:1-5, 14a 

Sunday, November 30
Come for Advent Wreath Making (all the materials are 
provided) and then enjoy a Chili Lunch in Collins Hall after 
worship. A $5.00 donation gets you lunch! 

Sunday, December 7
Join us for a trip for families to the Zoo Lights. We will meet 
in Room 202 at 5:00 PM for a light dinner with the Goose 
Hollow Family Shelter guests and then all MAX together to 
the Zoo.

Sunday, December 18
Children and youth ... and anyone with a heart for music 
is invited to go Christmas Caroling at Terwilliger Plaza  
from 1:30 to 3:00 PM.

Sunday, December 21
A Longest Night worship service will be held at 7:00 PM in 
the Chapel. This service is designed for those experiencing 
various forms of grief and loss in a season of celebration. 
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Giving Tuesday
Giving Tuesday begins at 9:00 PM on December 1. All donations made to global United Methodist mission and ministry 
opportunities, called “Advanced Specials,” at that time will be doubled, up to $1 million dollars. Contact the church office 
to find out how to double your gift! 

Alternative Christmas
Alternative Christmas allows you to take a break from giving “things” to making a difference. You can make donations to 
any or all of our eight non-profits, chosen by our Outreach teams. You will receive a card you can use to send to friends 
and loved ones to let them know of your donation in their honor. Alternative Christmas brochures will be available  
Sunday, December 7 through December 21.

the joy of giving

ADVENT 2014



The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you.  
E-mail the church office at office@fumcpdx.org 
to request it by e-mail. Address Service Requested

THE CIRCUIT RIDER is a publication of First United Methodist Church,

1838 SW Jefferson St, Portland, OR  97201-2496 
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