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First United Methodist Church of Portland

CIRCUIT RIDER

First United Methodist Church of Portland declares 
that we will be an advocate for peace in our local 
communities and world. As a Reconciling Congregation, 
members of First United Methodist Church have 
pledged to welcome and support all who want to 
worship with us, regardless of race, gender, class or 
sexual orientation. Worship at 10:30 AM, Sundays.

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 

Page Five | Earth Care Summit 

Sunday,
January 18
will be a
special
day of
celebration.
beginning
in our
10:30 AM
worship
service and
followed  by
a potluck.
Read
Pastor
Donna’s
column on
page 2
for further
details of
the event.
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Happy New Year! It is a great time to CELEBRATE! And yet, the celebration of 
the new year in January is historically a fairly new thing. Until Julius Caesar 
introduced a solar-based calendar in 46 BCE, the new year had fluctuated 
between March and the fall equinox. And in the middle ages, the January 
celebrations had become so wild, the Church decided to remove January 1st as 
the new year, in favor of December 25, or March 1, or even Easter. January 1st 
didn’t make it fully back into the celebration line-up again until 1752, when the 
British Empire (including the American colonies) finally accepted the Gregorian 
calendar of 1582.

And when it comes to those New Year’s Resolutions … it seems the Babylonians 
may have been the first to make them.  And of course people the world over 
have been busy breaking them ever since!

All trivia aside, there is much for us to celebrate in this new year. Let me share 
with you just a little bit of an email I recently received from one of our members:

“It means so much to have a church family that truly cares and is personally 
involved with its members. This is the first time that anyone has just taken 
the initiative to do something kind without me asking for assistance first … 
and it means more than any of the times that I have. It means that people 
are paying attention. It means that people really care! ... My friend made the 
comment that she is getting to know Jesus and she likes what she is learning. 
I suspect that is in large part due to you all.”

There is no higher praise than this for any Christian church – that we would 
be among those who help others “... get to know Jesus.” We have done that 
in countless ways in the year now past – providing space and support for the 
Goose Hollow Family Shelter, sorting meals and providing food for the Oregon 
Food Bank, providing school supplies, classroom and after school volunteers at 
William Walker Elementary, sending monetary support and volunteers in mission 
to Cambodia, Brazil, Palestine, and Kenya ... and the list could go on.

I invite you to join us for a very special celebration of this new year on Sunday, 
January 18 at 10:30 AM here in our sanctuary. Worship that day will lift up the 
ways we continue to pay attention and care for each other, and for the world 
around us. Our music, our liturgy, Scripture and preaching will all help us to 
celebrate the work we do and the life we live together.  

And of course, a key part of our common life is our financial life as a 
congregation. Faithful giving on the part of each member of this community is 
what makes possible so much of our ministry. Knowing what you plan to give not 
only helps us make a wise and prudent budget for 2015 – it also helps you make 
stewardship a priority in your life. If you have not yet completed your “Estimate 
of Giving” – your pledge to our mission for 2015 – please do so today! Every 
gift makes a difference and it is only because of you that we are able to help 
others get to know Jesus.

Happy New Year – let the celebrations go on! 
Rev. Donna

a message 
from  
our 
Pastor

Rev. Donna
Pritchard

OFFERING... and the celebration 
will continue with an
All-Church Potluck 
lunch on Sunday,
January 18.

Bring a dish to share.
Beverages and dishes 
will be provided.
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	 Christianity in a Changing World 
is an adult class studying  
Convictions: How I Learned What 
Mattered Most, by Marcus Borg. 
As he celebrates his 70th year, 
theologian and Bible scholar 
Marcus Borg reflects on his life 
and how he developed his most 
bedrock convictions and why they 
matter.  9:00 AM/Room 202

	 The Gathering is a community of 
parents of school-age children. 
We meet at the same time as 
the children’s choirs and youth 
Sunday school: 9:30 AM on 
Sunday mornings in Room 204. 
Rev. Jeremy leads us each week in 
a time of conversation and study.

	 Explore Community through 
the Book of Ruth for the 
month of January. We will be 
examining what it means to be 
in community, both within our 
church family and beyond. We’ll 
use the story of Ruth as a basis 
for our conversation, but we’ll 
use other resources and our own 
stories as well! 9:00 AM in  
Room 110.

Tabitha Circle
The Tabitha Circle will meet Monday, January 12 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM in 
Room 202. The sewers will be completing the next 50 of 100 school bags. They 
are also planning on doing another teen sewing class in the spring to help the 
youth to sew for UMCOR. Co-Chairs: Kay Ward, 503.915.7974 and Erin Riley, 
503.709.5469

The Ruth Circle
The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, January 21 at noon in Room 202.  
The program will feature the subject from last summer’s Mission u study on 
disabilities. Also, if you do not wish to save your greeting cards please bring 
them to the meeting. They will be collected and delivered to Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital. The  children there use the cards to make scrapbooks.  
Bring a sandwich for lunch. Dessert and beverage will be provided.  
Chair: Judy Moon, 503.543.2220.

Naomi Circle
The Naomi Circle of Terwilliger Plaza will meet Thursday, January 22 at  
2:00 PM in the Club Room. Following up on last summer’s Mission u study on 
awareness and acceptance of persons with disabilities, the program will center 
on “Compassion and Caring.” This study assists the group in learning of ways to 
be of help to persons experiencing limitations in energy and/or mobility.  
All are invited. Chair: Colleen Foster, 503.808.7389

Circle of Friends
The Circle of Friends will meet on Wednesday, January 28 at noon in the 
Fireside Room. The program will feature the programs and services of the  
Albertina Kerr Center. Since 1907 it has strengthened Oregon families and 
communities. Today, Albertina Kerr provides programs and services to children 
and adults with developmental disabilities and mental health challenges, 
empowering them to live richer lives. Meghan Anderson, Community Relations 
Manager, will share information about the program and its unique role in the 
community life of Portland. Bring a sandwich for lunch. Dessert and beverage 
will be provided. Co-Chairs:  Mary Covert 503.652.6480 and Trudy Kayser 
503.292.7528

Planning Team
The Planning Team will meet Wednesday, January 28 at 9:30 AM in Room 110.

Epiphany Women
A fellowship, service, and support group for women of all ages. This group 
meets the first Monday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Fireside Room. 
February 2, join us to make Valentine art cards.

FOR  
ADULTS
ON  
SUNDAY
MORNING

FOR THE WOMEN OF  
FIRST CHURCH



Prayers of Sympathy
The family of Bob Boertien, on 
the death of his mother, who died 
recently ...

The family of Sonja Carnes, 
whose mother, Melanie Schmick, 
passed away recently ...
 
Prayers of Concern
The following are recovering from 
surgery ...

Gordon Frost
Vijeta Sathyara
Dodie, Greg Henion’s mother
Jim Monroe
Bob Goodlin
Paul Ingram

Continued Prayers

Chet Thomas
Jeanne Teisher

Home Communion
Any shut-ins desiring home 
communion are invited to contact
Rev. Dick Storment at:
503/228-3195 ext. 233

                         

Quilts for Student Seniors Project Begins
The New Year brings the opportunity to make 
quilts for First Church’s graduating high school 
seniors in early June. This is the third year we 
will be making and presenting them quilts 

An initial information meeting will be Sunday, 
January 11 at noon in the Fireside Room. It’s the 
opportunity to sign up to participate and learn 
whose quilt you’ll be working on. Please plan 
to attend. On January 20 will have an outing to 
Tea Time Calicoes, 16200 SW Pacific Hwy #w-1, 
to chose fabrics for the personalized quilts and 
share a spot of tea.

Looking ahead, mark April 25 as a fundraiser for 
this project and the Tabitha Sewing group. It will 
feature author Jane Kirkpatrick. Jane is a very 
popular, in-demand inspirational writer, speaker, 
and quilt enthusiast. 
 
Questions? Contact: Mary Bywater Cross at 
503.784.0581 or mbcquilt@web-ster.com

Church Library Accepting Book Donations
First Church Library is now accepting donations 
for its fund-raising book sales scheduled for mid-
February and a follow-up book sale in May. All 
proceeds will benefit First Church Library.
We accept fiction and non-fiction books in 
good condition for adults and children, as well 
as books on tape/CD, music CDs and DVDs. 
We cannot accept Reader’s Digest condensed 
novels, old textbooks, out-of-date computer 
software manuals, or multi-volume reference 
sets like encyclopedias or Bible commentaries. If 
you have a question about whether your items 
might be suitable, please ask one of the library 
volunteers. Donations can be dropped off on 
Sundays in the library or during the week at the 
church office.

 thathis
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2014 Winter Term
Group Ministries Brochure

available January 11

There is still time to register 
for the February 23 - March 
4 study tour of Palestine and 
Israel next spring.  The trip, 
is being sponsored by the 
Holy Land Task Force in con-
junction with the Methodist 
Liaison office in Jerusalem 
and Camp and Retreat Min-
istries of Oregon/Idaho, and 
the deadline for registration 
is January 15.  The estimat-
ed cost of the trip (depend-
ing upon number of partici-
pants) will be about $1,000, 
plus airfare (currently about 
$1,200).  Scholarship  
assistance for clergy may 
be available (check with the 
Camping Office for details).

The United Methodist 
Church will be in the world 
spotlight when General  
Conference comes to  
Portland in 2016, and  
legislation regarding the 
role of United Methodists 
in applying our social justice 
principles to the ongoing 
Israeli occupation of  
Palestine is certain to  
be on the agenda. 

This trip will allow you to 
see first-hand the situation 
“on the ground” and include 
visits to traditional “holy 
sites” in both Israel and 
Palestine. You will also have 
the opportunity to meet 
with groups and individuals 
working for peace on both 
sides of the wall.

For further information, 
and registration form, go 
to: gocamping.org/camps-
retreats/detail/palestine-
israel-trip.

web-ster.com
gocamping.org/camps-retreats/detail/palestine
gocamping.org/camps-retreats/detail/palestine


The Sixth Annual Earth Care Summit
“The True Costs of Climate Change” is the subject of the Sixth 
Annual Earth Care Summit. Oregon Interfaith Power and Light (a 
project of Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon) is putting together 
this year’s summit. The Earth Care Summit will be Sunday, January 
25 from 4:00 to 8:30 PM at the University of Portland’s Buckley 
Auditorium and Franz Hall. An optional pre-event seminar takes 
place between 3:00 and 4:30 PM. Breakout sessions include: 
Climate and Jobs and Climate and Food” (led by FUMC’s own 
Renée Harber), Climate Impacts on Our Health and Carbon Pricing. 
The keynote address will be delivered by Dan Misleh, executive 
director of the Catholic Climate Covenant.

Once again Planet Church is a co-sponsor of the summit. We 
have also reserved for a table for First Church at the dinner. If you 
would like to join us at that table, sign up in Collins Hall following 
worship. The cost for the Summit is $35 (including dinner) and we 
have only eight seats, so they won’t last long. For those who are 
eager to join us for dinner and the Summit, but are uncomfortable 
affording the $35 price, we can arrange low or no-cost seats. 
Check with us at the Planet Earth Commons table. You can attend 
the Earth Care Summit program only, for $15. Program-only 
registration is available until January 16 through Ecumenical 
Ministries of Oregon. 

An additional event will take place on Saturday evening, January 
24, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. Climate Art will be the focus. There 
will be several guest speakers, including Dr. Yoram Bauman, “the 
world’s first and only stand-up economist” and author of: The 
Cartoon Introduction to Climate Change. A reception will follow.
 
This will be a weekend of faith, fun and seriousness, focusing on 
our obligation to care for creation and the climate. We hope to see 
many of you there!

For a full description of the event visit:  
www.emoregon.org/emo_events.php

Christmas Outside the Box at First Church
This year, First United Methodist Church again 
celebrated with our Alternative Christmas gift 
giving. In lieu of traditional gifts, people were 
encouraged to make donations to worthy causes  
in Portland and around the world. 

The organizations receiving funds this year were: 

Macdonald Center of Portland
Goose Hollow Family Shelter
Grassroots International Brazil Organic 
Agriculture Oregon Interfaith Power & Light
United Methodist Ebola Response
Church World Service Blankets
UMCOR Birthing Kits

This year we raised $4,818 in donations to help 
these worthy organizations. Just another example 
of how at First Church, we think “outside the box” 
... in this case, gift boxes and finding ways to give 
support to those whose needs are so much greater 
than our own.

the true costs of climate change

Joyce Hulse Honored by UMW Circles 
The Naomi Circle of Terwilliger Plaza and the Ruth 
Circle recently celebrated the 100th birthday of 
Joyce Hulse. We were entertained with reminisces 
of her growing up years in South Dakota, and of 
her life-long career as a teacher and service during 
World War II as a member of the WAVES.  

www.emoregon.org/emo_events.php
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First Church Birders Visit Smith and Bybee Lakes 
Meet the First Church Birders on Saturday, January 17 for a field trip 
to Smith and Bybee Wetlands Natural Area, 5300 N Marine Drive. The 
walk will begin at the Smith and Bybee parking lot (on the south side 
of Marine Drive) at 9:00 AM. We will plan to meet at the church at 
8:30 AM for ride sharing. 

Although centered in an industrial area, Smith and Bybee Lakes 
comprise the largest protected wetland within an American city. The 
natural area is home to over 100 species of birds, as well as some 20 
mammals, including such fun-to-spot species as mink, river otters 
and weasels. This time of year, waterfowl should be abundant in the 
wetland system. 

We expect to be out for a couple of hours, and of course this time 
of year weather can be cold, wet or both, so be sure to dress 
appropriately. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email 
planetchurch@fumcpdx.org.

Financial Peace University
Financial Peace University meets each  
Thursday, beginning February 19 and ending 
April 23. This group meets from 6:45 to  
8:30 PM in Room 136 and is facilitated by 
Karen Bolin.

This isn’t your typical “money class.” 
Financial Peace University is practical, 
entertaining, and fun! We have graduated 20 
people since we began. Will you be the next 
one? 

If you are interested in signing up for this 
group or have questions, contact:
Rev. Jeremy Smith | jsmith@fumcpdx.org 

for the birds ... plan ahead ...
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