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First United Methodist Church of Portland

CIRCUIT RIDER

First United Methodist Church of Portland declares 
that we will be an advocate for peace in our local 
communities and world. As a Reconciling Congregation, 
members of First United Methodist Church have 
pledged to welcome and support all who want to 
worship with us, regardless of race, gender, class or 
sexual orientation. Worship at 10:30 AM, Sundays.

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 
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Palm Sunday 
March 29 | 10:30 AM
Join us for a grand 
processional of 
palms and praise, 
beginning in 
Collins Hall,  
at 10:30 AM ...
as children, youth,
and adults process
to the sanctuary
with hosannas and
songs of praise!

Maundy Thursday 
April 2 | 7:00 PM
Join us for a 
service of Holy 
Communion  
at 7:00 pm in the 
sanctuary and 
remember the
example of Jesus as
he taught lessons 
of humility and
servanthood.

Good Friday
April 3 | 7:00 PM
Join us at 
7:00 pm in the 
chapel for a  
service of serious 
reflection upon
the death of
Jesus and our
own moments
of doubt and
fear.

Easter Sunday
April 5 | 9 & 11 am 
Rise and shout, “Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed.” We will 
have two services of glorious 
celebration of resurrection and 
hope at 9:00 and 11:00 am in the 
sanctuary.

There will be a message of hope 
and resurrection from our
pastor ... music from the Chancel
Choir and Festival Brass ...   
and glorious congregational 
singing of Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today!

www.fumcpdx.org
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FROM THE PASTOR

When my daughter Sarah was only four years old she witnessed a very sad 
event right in our own front yard. At the time we had a little smooth-haired 
fox terrier named Ace. He was, like most of his breed, an outgoing, alert, 
and active little dog. And he was quick.  Try as we might to keep him on a 
leash or contained within the house, that dog always wanted to run.

So one day, about a week before Easter, Ace managed to escape out the 
front door just as a large pickup truck was winding its way down our street. 
Those big, rolling tires proved to be just too tempting for Ace, who began to 
chase them. And he caught that truck – or more accurately – it caught him, 
and of course Ace lost out in the end.  

Later that day we were standing together at a make-shift grave out in Ace’s 
favorite woods, when four year old Sarah looked up at me, sniffling through 
her grief, and said, “Maybe the Easter Bunny will bring Mr. Ace back home.”

Her broken little heart was trying its best to put the pieces back together 
again and to find some hope in the midst of heartache, some joy in the 
presence of sorrow. Maybe the Easter Bunny will bring Mr. Ace back home 
… she may have gotten the details wrong, but Sarah was definitely onto 
something as she voiced an archetypal yearning for new life. We all carry 
this yearning deep within our hearts, to find hope in the midst of heartache 
and joy even in the presence of sorrow. We all know what it is to long for 
new understandings of life and new chances in life. That is why Easter is so 
important for us.  

Easter is a visual, dramatic, poignant, and powerful reminder of God’s hope 
and God’s joy in every circumstance of life. Easter reminds us that heartache 
and sorrow, anxiety and dread, loneliness and despair are not the ultimate 
last word for any of us. Easter teaches us that the last word belongs to God, 
who recognizes our yearning and offers us new life over and over again.

The weather has been so strange lately – so warm, dry and sunny – and it 
would be easy to imagine Easter has already come and gone. Yet, as I write 
this, we are marching steadily toward the highs and lows of Holy Week. 
Easter 2015 is still to come. In my yearning for new life, I have come to 
understand that Easter Sunday may fall on a particular day each year (this 
year it is April 5), but that Easter happens every day. Easter occurs every 
time I voice my yearning and return to God, whose “last word” of love 
renews my life and brings hope and joy into every moment. I cannot think 
of a better reason to celebrate. See you in worship!

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Donna

PS … You will find an Easter Offering envelope included in this Circuit Rider, 
should you choose to express your gratitude for new life with a monetary 
gift to help your church share God’s last word of love with all the world.

a message 
from  
our 
Pastor

Rev. Donna
Pritchard
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Portland First UMW Thirteenth 
Annual Quilt Show & Luncheon 
April 17 | Collins Hall 
Tickets $20.00 
Quilt Preview at 11:30 AM  
Luncheon at noon  
Program at 12:30 PM 

Portland First UMW Thirteenth 
Annual Quilt Show & Luncheon 
will be April 17, 2015 in Collins 
Hall. Our theme, A Sense of Place, 
celebrates our region with its 
rich, fertile soil and the stunning 
beauty of the Willamette Valley. 
The Sense of Place is the Allison 
Inn, nestled in hills of the Chehalem 
Mountains and Dundee Hills, 
surrounded by vineyards, flower 
gardens, olive trees, plus an herb 
and chef’s garden. This “place” is 
the inspiration for the art quilts 
and our luncheon decor and 
menu. The luncheon will be hosted 
by Portland’s First United Methodist 
Women.   
For more information or 
tickets contact: Trudy Kayser at 
503.292.7528, Ruth Green at 
503.469.8420, Judy Moon 
at 503.543.2220 or Shirley 
Blalock 503.786.3437

Circle of Friends
The Circle of Friends will meet on 
Wednesday, March 25 at noon in 
the Fireside Room. Bring a sandwich 
for lunch. Dessert and beverage 
will be provided. United Methodist 
Women’s immigration initiative is 
part of our ongoing commitment 
to racial justice, and civil and 
human rights. Circle of Friends will 
discuss Resolution #3281 from 2012  
Book of Resolutions and its impact 
on our local community.  Co-Chairs: 
Mary Covert 503.652.6480 and 
Trudy Kayser 503.292.7528

Planning Team
The Planning Team will meet 
Wednesday, March 25 at 9:30 AM in 
Room 110.

Naomi Circle
On Thursday, March 26, Joanne 
Rannells will lead Naomi Circle 
women on a Lenten Journey, 
tracing the steps along the way 
through Holy Week and toward 
Easter. Beginning at 2:00 PM 
in the Club Room at Terwilliger 
Plaza, the hour will conclude with 
shared communion. This annual 
event provides a time of reflection 
and spiritual deepening for 
participants. All are invited. Chair: 
Colleen Foster 503.808.7389

UMW Unit Gathering
The UMW Unit will meet 
Wednesday, April 8 at 10:00 AM 
in the Fireside Room. Roz Collins, 
Program Resources for the Oregon/
Idaho Conference UMW and 
Pacific NW Coordinator for Church 
Women United will be our guest 
speaker. Roz, always an enthusiastic 
speaker, loves books and is 
knowledgeable about UMW reading 
program, plus all the materials 
available from the Mission Resource 
Center--study books, posters, DVDs, 
brochures, pins, etc. Bring a brown 
bag lunch.  Dessert and beverage 
will be provided.

UMW’S Reading Program Book Chat
Read-Learn-Listen-Discuss and 
Explore new insights. Book Chat 
gatherings are planned for the first 
Wednesday of each month following 
the Unit Meeting in the Fireside 
Room. Books are selected from the 
UMW Reading Program to expand 
understanding and participation in 
God’s mission for humanity in this 
changing world. All are welcome. 
Chair: Sandra Howard 503.786.3566

Columbia & Cascadia District UMW 
Spiritual Retreat - April 10 or 11
This event is at the Alton L. Collins 
Retreat Center in Eagle Creek, OR.  
Please contact Barbara Garrett at 
503.954.6729 for a registration 
form.  

F O R  T H E  WO M E N O F  F I R S T  C H U R C H

FOR ADULTS
ON SUNDAY
MORNING

Christianity in a Changing World 
is discussing A People’s History of 
Christianity by Diana Butler Bass 
- two thousand years of Christian 
voices whose faith called for 
social justice and radical love. 
9:00 AM/Room 202

The Gathering is a community 
of parents of school-age 
children. Rev. Jeremy leads a 
time of conversation and study. 
We meet at the same time as 
the children’s choirs and youth 
Sunday School.  
9:30 AM/Room 204

When Spirit and Matter Meet 
through March 29. Examine 
spirituality through the eyes of 
poets and artists. Taught by Rev. 
Dr. Sheldon Hurst, Art Historian 
and Spiritual Director.   
9:00 AM/Room 110
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Prayers of Concern 
Bette Stover, mother of Kaylene Kirchem, was 
hosptialized for gall bladder surgery ...                                                              

Virginia Townend, as she deals with ongoing health 
issues ...

Continued Prayers
Ed Pittaway, Janet Blalock, Rich Ottaviano,
Peggy Rockwood, Dorthea Gibson, Marilyn Nelson,
Ben Owre, Marti Lucas,  and Kim Bender.

Prayers of Celebration
We celebrate the work of the congregation on  
behalf of providing school kits for distribution by
UMCOR.

A Newcomer Orientation

Pathfinders Fellowship
The next Pathfinders Fellowship is Saturday April 11, at 11:30 
AM in Room 202. All adults are invited to join in an old-fashioned 
potluck in which will be followed  with a program by Dallas and 
Sharon Boge. They will describe their more than half century of 
Christmas tree farming and the annual cycle that Christmas tree 
farmers follow. Please call our hosts Dora Luckert at 503.291.1506 
or Vi Ricci at 503.668.9584 to let them know if you’ll be there and 
the dish you will provide.  

SOLVE Beach Clean Up 
Join Planet Church and the Young Adults on Saturday, March 28 
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at Netarts Bay (by Tillamook) for the 
annual SOLVE Beach Clean Up. Participate in an early-Earth Day 
service project at the coast. Our cleanup site will be at Netarts 
Bay, southwest of Tillamook with an opportunity for lunch at the 
coast afterward. Parking will be available at the site. To sign up, 
or for more information on the cleanup, carpooling or logistical 
details, email planetchurch@fumcpdx.org. 

Youth Staycation 
Youth are invited to a Spring Break Staycation Hike on Monday, 
March 23. Contact Megan Jones for details: mjones@fumcpdx.org
  

In this Let us

Let us

FISH

FISH Food Donations and First Church
As their philosophy states, “Neighbor Helping Neighbor,” FISH 
collects both canned and fresh food, clothing, personal care 
items, small household utensils, and financial donations to 
help children and adults in the community. For many of their 
clients, FISH Emergency Service is their last resort. Faced with 
a lost job, illness or other circumstance, they are unable to 
provide for themselves and their family. First Church collects 
food donations each month to help feed hungry families. You 
can help by dropping off your non-perishable items in collection 
barrels in the narthex. Our monthly donations average 250-
300 pounds of food for families in need. Thank you all for your 
generous support.

Your Opportunity to SHINE!
First Church has an ongoing partnership with 
William Walker Elementary School. Several First 
Church folk have taken the SHINE after school 
program orientation and are currently volunteering. 

Get involved at William Walker Elementary. The 
SHINE is expanding their partnership with the 
SMART (Start Making A Reader Today) Program by 
offering an extra day. We are currently recruiting 
SMART volunteers during the SHINE After School 
Program on Tuesday and/or Thursdays for our Spring 
Session beginning April 8 through June 4. 

The next Shine Volunteer Training will be Thursday, 
April 2 from 3:30 to 4:30 pm. If you would like to 
learn more about the SHINE program and how 
you can volunteer, please contact Megan Jones, 
mjones@fumcpdx.org.

QUILT PROJECT FUNDRAISER Pins & Pens: Stitching Gift Quilts Saturday, April 25 | 11:30 am - 1:30 pm | Fireside Room
Mark your calendar for this event which supports those who are creating personalized quilts for each of the graduating 
seniors as a gift from their church community. Award-winning Oregon author and storyteller, Jane Kirkpatrick, will be 
the featured guest and speaker. Tickets are available on the church website: www.fumcpdx.org. Additional information 
about Ms. Kirkpatrick can be found at her website: www.jkbooks.com.
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Name        In Memory            In Honor

It is time to order flowers to prepare our sanctuary 
for Easter. There are two choices: lilies or azaleas for 
$15.50 each. Use the form below to indicate which  
flowers you want to order and if they are in memory 
or honor of someone. Return the form to the church 
office with your check, by March 27, 2015. Indicate: 
LILY in the memo portion of the check.

LILY $15.50

AZALEA $15.50

Name

 
Please get your order in ASAP.

EASTER LILIES & AZALEAS


mailto:office%40fumcpdx.org?subject=Subscribe%20to%20CR%20by%20E-Mail

