
First United Methodist Church of Portland declares 
that we will be an advocate for peace in our local 
communities and world. As a Reconciling Congregation, 
members of First United Methodist Church have 
pledged to welcome and support all who want to 
worship with us, regardless of race, gender, class or 
sexual orientation. Worship at 10:30 AM, Sundays.
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Palestine: What’s Going On,  
What Can We Do?
Sundays April 19 & May 3 
Noon | Fireside Room 
Light Lunch Available

Global Missions continues its series 
of forums about Palestine and what 
United Methodists can do as a church 
and as individuals to heal a broken part 
of the world. 

April 19 | A Complicated Geography
A presentation by a Conference group 
just returning from Israel-Palestine on 
the complicated and shifting geography 
of the country from 1947 until today.

May 3 | Boycott/Divest/Sanction 
A presentation by the Conference 
group on the Boycott/Divest/Sanction 
(BDS) movement, a global response to 
demand that Palestinian civil rights be 
recognized.

The Effects of Climate Change
On Food Production
Sunday, April 26   

On Sunday, April 26, in a follow up 
to Earth Day, Planet Church will 
present a forum on the Effects 
of Climate Change On Food 
Production.

Planet Church member Renée 
Harber premiered this program at 
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon’s 
“Earth Care Summit” in January 
to enthusiastic reviews. Join us 
to learn more about impending 
challenges to food production and 
ways we can respond.

A question and answer session will 
follow the talk and Planet Church 
will provide a healthy lunch.

On Saturday, April 25, 2015 at 
3:00 pm and Sunday, April 26, 
2015 at 3:00 pm, The First United  
Methodist Church Chancel 
Choir, conductor Erick Lichte, 
and organist Jonas Nordwall will 
join Oregon Repertory Singers 
in Leonard Bernstein’s festive 
Chichester Psalms, one of 
Bernstein’s few overtly Jewish 
works, which alternates joyous 
statements of faith with serene 
melodies asking for peace.

The performance will also  
include the Northwest premier 
of Rodion Shchedrin's, Sealed 
Angel.

Both performances will be in 
the Sanctuary of First United 
Methodist Church of Portland.

Ticket prices range from $15 to 
$30 (service charges may apply.)  
To purchase tickets go the 
website: orsingers.org

S U N DAYS  A F T E R  C H U RC H

www.fumcpdx.org
orsingers.org
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“Why do we do that?” Have you ever had that thought as you have participated in worship? As we prepare to move out 
of the Sanctuary (in mid-May) for a few months of renovation work, this seems a good time to address some of those 
questions about worship. I once saw a cartoon that showed a pastor being led away to the gallows while a bystander 
asked “What was the crime?” And the response came, “He changed the Order of Worship!”
 
Most simply, “worship” is defined as adoration. When we worship we show reverence and praise to God. Because 
human beings are creatures of habit and because structure helps us to relate to mystery, every faith community develops 
particular rituals and elements of worship. This does not mean there is anything sacred about the elements themselves, 
nor does it mean that change needs to become a hanging offense for anyone! 
 
So back to the question of “Why?” … 

1. Candles.  We light candles  as a signal that worship is about to begin. The light symbolizes the presence of Christ 
in our midst. When the acolytes extinguish the candles at the end of worship they carry that light out into the 
world to remind us that Christ goes with us.

2. Unison or Responsive Prayers and Readings. This reminds us that our worship is not a solitary act, that we are 
present with God and with each other. By speaking with one voice we are encouraged to recognize our common 
humanity and the value of community.

3. Paraments and Vestments.  Two big words – “paraments” are the decorative cloths which hang on the pulpit and 
lectern; vestments are the robes and stoles the clergy wear. You will notice the colors of stoles and paraments 
change depending upon the season of the church year. Even these colors have symbolic meaning (right now we 
are in the Easter season, whose color is white, which symbolizes purity and celebration).

4. Scripture and Preaching.  We read Scripture each week because that is a primary source of authority for our 
faith. Sermons are intended to explore meaning in the Scripture in terms of daily lives, to motivate us to respond 
to God in real ways, and to support us as a community and as individuals seeking spiritual growth.

5. Monthly Communion.  We celebrate this Sacrament because it is something that God – in Christ – initiated, and 
because we see it as a means of grace, a way to connect with the power of God’s love for each of us.

6. Music.  Congregational singing is another way for everyone to participate in praising God and opening ourselves 
to God’s love.  Hymns are chosen primarily because of their words – and are meant to match the theme of the 
day and underscore the teaching of the sermon.  Choral responses and anthems, as well as instrumental music 
are provided to aid in our reflection and meditation, to help us draw closer to God, and to reinforce the message 
of the Scripture and sermon.    

Because the emphasis is on God, music in worship is not a performance. Whether a soloist, an instrumental 
group, or our fantastic choir brings the anthem or the offertory, it is meant as an offering of praise and devotion.  
If you feel moved to respond in the moment, you might want to offer up a heartfelt “Amen”.

This summer, when worship moves temporarily to Collins Hall, we may be experimenting with some of the usual forms of 
worship. I hope you will be us every Sunday you are in town, and that you will remember the whole point of what we do 
when we gather is to praise God and to connect our faith with our daily life.  

When it comes right down to it, we don’t really need candles, or paraments, preaching or music. We don’t need much at 
all except our intention and our time to be in relationship with God and with one another.  See you in worship!

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Donna

a message from our Pastor ... Rev. Donna Pritchard
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UMW Unit Gathering
The UMW Unit will meet 
Wednesday, May 6 at  
10:00 AM in the Fireside 
Room. Julia Kayser 
Frisbie,  Field Coordinator 
in the Northwest for 
Imagine No Malaria, will 
describe the challenges 
that malaria presents 
to communities and aid 
workers, explain Imagine 
No Malaria’s strategy, 
and share success stories 
from a few of Imagine No 
Malaria’s key projects. 
The truth is that we are 
making some incredible 
progress. The UMC has 
become a standard-
bearer in faith-based 
malaria work through this 
groundbreaking program. 
Come prepared to learn a 
lot and be extra proud of 
your UMC family!  Bring a 
brown bag lunch.  Dessert 
and beverage will be 
provided.

Following the June Unit 
Meeting and Installation 
of Officers, we will join 
together for lunch at the 
Oregon Culinary Institute. 
Please pay the $12.00 cost 
for lunch to Shirley Blalock 
by the May Unit meeting.

UMW’S Reading Program  
Book Chat gatherings 
are planned for the first 
Wednesday of each month 
following the Unit Meeting 
in the Fireside Room. 
Books are selected from 
the UMW Reading Program 
to expand understanding 
and participation in God’s 
mission for humanity in 
this changing world. All are 
welcome.  Chair:  Sandra 
Howard, 503.652.5068.

Naomi Circle
At Naomi Circle’s upcoming 
April 23 meeting, members 
will enjoy  a springtime 
shower of inspiration and 
growth. Gathering at 
2:00  PM in the Club Room 
at Terwilliger Plaza, the 
hour will feature the motif 
of “Watered Gardens.” 
With Easter as a recent, 
joyous memory, the spring 
season can now bring in a 
new awareness of hope, of 
openness to change, and 
of finding paths toward 
newness of life.  
All are welcome.  
Chair: Colleen Foster, 
503.808.7389

Circle Of Friends
The Circle of Friends will 
meet on Wednesday, 
April 29 at noon in the 
Fireside Room for a 
discussion of  the Mission u 
Study: “How Is it with Your 
Soul?”, We will examine 
faithful women of past and 
present. The role of women 
in the ministry of the 
United Methodist Church 
offers Circle of Friends 
the opportunity to honor 
our own Senior Minister 
Donna Pritchard in April.  
Discussion and celebration 
will be the focus of the  
meeting. Bring a sandwich 
or salad for your lunch.  
Dessert and beverage is 
provided. Co-Chairs: Mary 
Covert, 503.652.6480 and 
Trudy Kayser, 503.292.7528

Planning Team
The The UMW Planning 
Team will meet Wednesday, 
April 29 at 9:30 AM in 
Room 110.

Christianity in a  
Changing World is discussing 
A People’s History of 
Christianity by Diana Butler 
Bass - two thousand years of 
Christian voices whose faith 
called for social justice and 
radical love. 9:00 AM/Room 
202
	
The Gathering is a 
community of parents of 
school-age children.  
Rev. Jeremy leads us 
each week in a time of 
conversation and study.  
We meet at the same time 
as the children’s choirs and 
youth Sunday School. 9:30 
AM/Room 204

The Bible: What Got Left 
Out and Why? This short-
term class looks at the so 
called “lost” writings that 
are not included in the New 
Testament, though they were 
written by Christians at the 
same time. Come explore 
the materials and questions 
with Dick Storment. Sundays 
through May 17, 
9:00 AM / Room 110

U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  WO M E N A D U LT  C L A S S E S

C H U R C H  &  S O C I E T Y | C O M M U N I T Y  WA R E H O U S E

?

Community Warehouse Drive Kitchen Supplies!
Sundays, April 12, 19, 26 | Narthex
Portland’s Community Warehouse takes used 
goods and puts them to good use! In April, we will 
be collecting kitchen supplies in the narthex. 
Help make someone’s house a home.  



Prayers of Sympathy 
Kaylene and Greg Kirchem, on the death 
of Kaylene’s mother, Bette Stover.  
Services for Bette will be Sunday,  
May 24 at 3:00 PM in the chapel.

Services for Rev. Bruce McConnell will  
be Saturday, May 2 at 2:00 PM at the 
Oak Grove UMC ...

Vidhya Sathyaraj on the death of her 
uncle in India. She will be travelling with 
family to the services ...

Prayers of Concern 
Pat Rieke, who broke her wrist and is 
awaiting possible surgery ...                                                              

Stan Fisher, Mark Fisher’s father, had 
triple bypass surgery ...

Al Laney, husband of Laura Laney, was 
recently hospitlized for heart issues ...

Marti Lucas has completed five months 
of chemotherapy but radiation therapy 
is being delayed due to health issues ...

Let us
Quilt Project Fundraiser  
Saturday, April 25 | 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Collins Hall

Mark your calendar for this event 
which supports those who are creating 
personalized quilts for each of the 
graduating seniors as a gift from their 
church community. Award-winning Oregon 
author and storyteller, Jane Kirkpatrick, will 
be the featured guest and speaker.  
 
Tickets are available in Collins Hall after 
worship on April 19 or on the church 
website: www.fumcpdx.org. Additional 
information about Ms. Kirkpatrick can be 
found at her website: www.jkbooks.com.

2015 CROP Walk 
With its inception in 1969, CROP Hunger 
Walks are viewed by many as the 
granddaddy of charity walks. It started on 
October 17, 1969 when a thousand people 
in Bismarck, ND walked and raised $25,000 
to help stop hunger. Currently, over 2,000 
communities across the U.S. walk for 
hunger.

Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go?  
They help support  the overall ministry of 
Church World Service, especially grassroots, 
hunger-fighting development effort around 
the world.  In addition, each CROP Hunger 
Walk can choose to return up to 25% of 
funds it raises to local hunger programs.

You can participate in Portland’s CROP 
Hunger Walk on Sunday, April 26. It’s 
your choice to start a team of your own 
walkers, join an existing team, or walk as an 
individual. For all the information you need 
to get started, just google, “Crop Hunger 
Walk, Portland Oregon.” Or you can call 
888/297-2767 to find out about Portland’s 
CROP Hunger Walk. They have all the 
expertise and free promotional materials to 
help you take the first steps in a successful 
CROP Hunger Walk

Pins & Pens: Stitching Gift Quilts

CROP Walk for Hunger

Let us

Let us

Pathfinders Fellowship
The next Pathfinders Fellowship is 
Saturday, May 2 at 11:30 AM in 
Room 202. All adults are invited to join 
in for an old-fashioned potluck with 
program to follow. Jerry and Marilyn 
Outslay  will be showing a DVD of one 
of the choir shows at the Aloha United 
Methodist Church where Marilyn was 
the choir director for many years. 

Please call our host, Judy Moon, at 
503/543-2220 to let her know if you’ll 
be there and the dish you will provide.  
All are welcome.

www.fumcpdx.org
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First Church Library Book Donations
The Church Library is now accepting 
donations for its May 10 Used Book Sale. 
All proceeds will benefit First Church 
Library.
 
We accept fiction and non-fiction books 
in good condition for adults and children, 
as well as books on tape/CD, music 
CDs and DVDs. Please do not donate 
condensed books (e.g., Reader’s Digest 
condensed novels), old textbooks, out-
of-date computer software manuals, 
or multi-volume reference sets like 
encyclopedias or Bible commentaries. If 
you have a question about whether your 
items might be suitable for our sales, 
please ask one of the library volunteers.  
Donations can be dropped off on 
Sundays in the library or during the week 
at the church office.

All-Church Spring Retreat
April 24-26,  2015
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