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Congratulatons, Josh and Jeff!
Our Church and Society ministry group has chosen the 
two Greathouse Interns who will receive scholarships this 
summer for community service work.  Each will spend a total 
of 200 hours interning and receive approximately $2000 for 
their efforts.
 
Josh Hauser will work with Oregon-Idaho Conference 
Director of Communications, Greg Nelson, helping smaller 
churches better establish their web presence.  Josh will enter 
Pacific University as a freshman this fall.

 
Jeff Brittain has a graduate degree in Environmental Science 
from Portland State and is spending his internship gaining 
experience with one of our local water management 
agencies.
 
 

2015 Greathouse Interns Chosen

Join our 2015 Greathouse Interns on Sunday, 
August 23rd for a forum dedicated to sharing their 
internship experiences this summer.

The forum is your opportunity to meet and ask questions 
of each intern about their summer learning experience and 
their plans for the future.

GREATHOUSE
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Please see the following article from David Jenkins, our recently retired Administrative Assistant. 
Please join me in keeping David in your prayers during this poignant time. 

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Donna

It has been said of writers, “Any writer can write a 
beginning. Many writers can write a middle. Very few 
writers can write an ending.” We have all had the 
experience of going to a movie and leaving the theater 
saying, “I loved the movie, but I hated the ending.” 
Novelists and playwrights have the luxury of choosing 
their endings.” Those of us living out our lives have little 
choice in regarding the endings. The beginnings are 
handed to us and we muddle through the middles, but the 
endings often catch us off guard.

I have been handed two rather abrupt endings, neither 
being routes that I would have chosen. 
Upon turning 62 I had begun to toy with 
the idea of retirement. I had served First 
Church for nearly fifteen years. I had 
projects and plans that were ruminating 
in the back of my mind and in my 
heart. Retirement at 65 made more 
“financial sense.” That would give me 
an opportunity to ease out gracefully 
and pass on to my successor important 
details like how to run burlap through 
the copy machine and who to call when 
someone has tried to run burlap through 
the copy machine.

On a Tuesday in late April I woke up in time to take Sam 
to work but told him that I felt really bad and would 
probably not go into work. I did not go into work that day, 
but instead went into the emergency room and admitted 
to the hospital. I was released but in the week that 
followed I went to the emergency room two more times. 
On my third trip they said, “Surgery seems indicated.”

I woke from a six hour surgery and was handed an ending 
that I did not see coming, “Your earlier cancer was more 

aggressive that we first thought. We have done all that 
we can at this point and no further surgeries will be 
possible. You are looking at only several months to put 
your affairs in order.”
Over the years as pastor I had helped many people face 
such devastating type of news and now the news was 
mine. Two abrupt endings. Ending a career of fifteen years 
and “putting my affairs in order.”

In my nearly fifteen years at First Church I have served 
two senior pastors, four associate pastors, four church 
administrators, a multitude of youth pastors, outreach 

staff, and church custodians. Your current 
staff is top notch. They are heroes in my 
book. They serve with intense passion, 
creativity, and boundless energy. When 
you are tempted to criticize them, instead 
take time to praise them for the unique 
ways in which they serve.

In my time at First Church I have printed 
many baptismal certificates and typed 
countless funeral bulletins. I have worked 
side by side with outstanding volunteers 
who fold your newsletters and rake the 
leaves. I have seen people stand up to 

address poverty and hunger, homelessness and injustice, 
global warming and how to pay the heating bill. First 
Church is made of a kaleidoscope of diverse people 
coming together in a common cause.
I have been proud to be a part of such a church, blessed to 
be part of such a family.

Part of “putting my affairs in order” is to say thank you 
for the large moments and small moments that we have 
shared together. You gave me more than a way to “make 
a living” you gave me a way to live my life.
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a message from our Pastor... Rev. Donna Pritchard

March with Pride: Portland Pride Parade
Sunday, June 14, 2015  

From our sanctuary to the streets of Portland, our Reconciling Congregation will be part of the Pride Parade, walking 
our talk - proud to be inclusive and welcoming to every race, age, gender, sexual orientation and gender identity. 
Join us for the commissioning in 10:30 worship.



CHARGE AND MINISTRY 
CONFERENCE
Wednesday, June 24th at 6pm  
in Room 202. An end-of-year 
Ministry Celebration will be held 
on Wednesday June 24th at 6 pm in Rm 202. All are welcome to attend! 
Our Charge Conference affirming the 2015-2016 leadership will be held 
immediately following the ministry celebration.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER TRAINING
Sunday, June 28th at Noon in Room 202. Starting in Fall 2015, we are 
expanding our Sunday School program by creating a Sunday School class for 
each grade level! All volunteers teaching in the fall should plan to attend the 
June 28th training session immediately following worship.

If you would like to learn more about our Sunday School program and the role 
of a Sunday School Teacher, please email Megan Jones: 
mjones@fumcpdx.org.

Let us

United Methodist Women join with women 
in United Methodist congregations around 
the world in organizing for mission.  We strive 
to develop a supportive fellowship as we 
participate with women, children and youth 
in nearly 300 international programs, in 103 
national programs as well as several local 
programs. 
 
THE RUTH CIRCLE:  
CHANGE OF DATE
The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, 
June 24 at noon in Room 202.  Please 
come with your program ideas for the 
2015-16 year.  Bring a sandwich for 
lunch.  Dessert and beverage will be 
provided.  Chair: Jeanette Chardon 
503.866.3192.

NAOMI CIRCLE 
The Naomi Circle of Terwilliger Plaza 
will meet Thursday, June 25 at 2:00 
PM in the Club Room.   The excellent 
guidebook for this year’s Spiritual 
Life Mission Study, “Created for 
Happiness, Understanding Your Life 
in God” will provide a wonderful 
springboard to discover new pathways 
to joy, for ourselves and others, 
throughout the summer months, and 
beyond.  All are welcome.  (Note:  
Naomi Circle will not meet in the 
month of July.)  Chair: Colleen Foster, 
503-808-7389

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
The Circle of Friends will meet on 
Wednesday, June 24 at the Albertina 
Kerr Center for  lunch.  Co-Chairs: 
Mary Covert 503.652.6480 and Trudy 
Kayser 503.292.7528

PLANNING TEAM
The Planning Team will meet 
Wednesday, June 24 at 9:30 AM in 
room 110.

MISSION U - AUGUST 6-9, 2015 
- ALTON L. COLLINS RETREAT 
CENTER, EAGLE CREEK, OREGON
The areas of study are Spiritual 
Growth: Leading Created for 

Happiness: Understanding Your Life in 
God will be Rochelle Killett and Linda 
Scheirman.  

We live in a time where people search 
for happiness, multiple techniques 
are shared, some Christians think 
happiness is unimportant compared 
to joy while early Methodist traditions 
used the language of happiness often. 
Geographic: Rev. Rhoda Pittman 
Markus will be leading Latin America: 
People and Faith. Latin America is a 
concept created in the economic and 
political realm, the definition changes 
depending on the intended goal, 
loving our neighbor is how we love 
God, we are invited to enter this land 
knowing it is sacred.  

General Issue: The Church and 
People with Disabilities.  Returning 
to lead The Church and People 
with Disabilities are Dr. Roger Boe 
and the Rev. Janine DeLaunay.  
Topics of Awareness, Accessibility, 
and Advocacy range from Biblical 
perspectives, overviews of living with 
and adapting to varying disabilities, 
completion of an accessibility audit, 
and multi-sensory worship and 
education. 

Early registration is until June 22.  
After June 22, the price increases by 
$15.  The last day to register is July 
13.  All registration is online at http://
www.umoi.org/umw.  For more 
information, you may call Trudy Kayser 
at 503.292.7528 or Colleen Foster at 
503.808.7389

CHRISTIANITY IN A CHANGING 
WORLD: THE MEANING OF HUMAN 
EXISTENCE 
The famous biologist E.O. Wilson will 
guide the conversation as we question 
meaning and the morality of our 
times. Room 202, 9 am.

ROOM 110, CLASSES WILL RESUME 
ON JULY 5TH

THE GATHERING IS ON SUMMER 
RECESS UNTIL SEPTEMBER

 
Prayers of Celebration
Carrie DeLong Parrish and Matt 
DeLong (and Eleanor!) celebrate 
the birth of William (“Will”) Parrish 
DeLong on May 18th.
 

Prayers of Sympathy
For Jaquette Purtle on the recent 
passing of her husband Travis Purtle.
 

Prayers of Concern
Janice Gratton’s sister Judy Childress 
is in critical condition in the ICU in 
Salem, Oregon. Judy Childress is also 
Dave Childress’s mother, who is the 
pastor at Lebanon UMC. 

Richard Pomeroy has had some recent 
health set backs
 
Betty Groves is recovering from a 
broken foot

Let us
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Upcoming Activities 
9:00 AM SERVICE BEGAN WITH GUSTO!
Sundays at 9:00 am in the Chapel
Our early Sunday service began last week with 33 people who shared communion and 
participated in worship in a new way. Come see what all the fuss is about and get an earlier 
start to your day!
 
10:30 AM SERVICE IS MUSIC SUNDAY!
SUNDAY JUNE 14 AT 10:30 AM IN COLLINS HALL
Our children’s choirs, handbells, and chancel choir have their “end of year” 
performances. What a great day for booming music and inspiration through 
familiar tunes.

FIRST CHURCH BIRDERS VISIT JACKSON BOTTOM
Join the First Church Birders August 8th for a trip to Jackson Bottom 
Wetlands Preserve, 2600 SW Hillsboro Highway in Hillsboro. We’ll meet 
at the Jackson Bottom parking lot at 10am, and those who wish can 
gather at the church at 9:15 AM for ride sharing. (The walk should last 
about two hours.)

FIRST CHURCH GOES TO THE FOOD BANK!
Join fellow First Church volunteers at the Northeast Portland location 
of the Oregon Food Bank on Saturday morning, July 25th.  We’ll be 
repacking bulk foods into family size portions for hungry children 
and adults in the Portland metro area. A sign-up sheet (required to 
participate) will be available in the Fireside Room during coffee hour 
starting Sunday, July 5th
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