
First United Methodist Church of Portland declares that we will be an 
advocate for peace in our local communities and world. As a Reconciling 
Congregation, members of First United Methodist Church have pledged to welcome and support 
all who want to worship with us, regardless of race, gender, class or sexual orientation. Worship 
at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM, Sundays.
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THE CHALLENGE IS ON!
GOOD NEWS! An anonymous donor has stepped forward and issued a “Challenge” Grant to help us pay for the 
Sanctuary Renovation project. They will match our gifts up to $100,000! If you have not made a pledge yet – or 
are in the position to increase your pledge, please do so today! Pledge cards are available in the Fireside Hallway 
and in the office.

COME MEET OUR NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
On Sunday, August 16, 2-4 pm at Beaverton 1st UMC there will be an Old-Fashioned Ice 
Cream Social with our new District Superintendent, the Rev. Erin Martin. Bring cookies 
or ice cream toppings to share. Rev. Martin previously served as Pastor of Wesley United 
Methodist in Eugene OR, and recently moved to Portland with her husband Charlie Collier, 
and the younger two of their four children, Elijah and Rowan. Please RSVP to the front 
office by Tuesday, August 11 and include what you will be bringing. Thank you. 
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Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Donna

   
   a message from our Pastor... Rev. Donna Pritchard

 

So began the introduction to “First Fruits”, the Strategic Plan adopted by this congregation in September 
of 2012 to help us prioritize our common work, strengthen the collaboration across ministry areas, and 
make decisions designed to help us grow.  Over the past three years we have worked goals covering 
these areas:  

 - Small group ministries
 - Youth and young adult ministries
 - New worship experiences
 - Outreach in partnership with a public school
 - Communications, within the congregation and in the larger community

The goals which were written included measurable outcomes and various church committees worked 
with staff in attempting to reach these goals. Now, it is time to take stock of our “First Fruits”, and to 
decide what comes next for this congregation. Your Lay Leaders and pastors have been meeting along 
with our planning consultant, Dana Brown, who helped guide our original strategic planning process, in 
order to “close the loop” on those First Fruits goals.

And, you are invited to join us for our next steps.  On Saturday, August 29th, from 8:45 am to Noon, in 
the Fireside Room, we will evaluate where we’ve been, and then begin to look toward future strategies 
for this healthy, vital congregation.  This will be a time of great conversation, celebration, thoughtful 
discernment, and probably – a bit of fun!  

In order to help us provide hospitality and have adequate materials on hand, please let me know that 
you plan to attend.  Child care will be provided if you need it – just let me know that, too.  

Bring your love for God, your bold ideas for growth, and your connection to First Church on August 
29th… because our imagined future won’t be the same without you!

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Donna

We are strongest when we are united!  
 We accomplish the greatest good when we align our resources,  
  and are most successful when we focus our efforts.
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Let us

Stay Connected This Summer!

Friend Us on Facebook
  http://facebook.com/fumcpdx

Follow Rev. Donna on Twitter
  http://twitter.com/revdonnafumc

Download Our Weekly Podcast
  iTunes: https://goo.gl/IVkK9L
  Android: http://goo.gl/PxuDI6

Ambassadors for First Church Needed

A group of volunteers that are called 
Ambassadors for First Church was 
formed in 2012. 

Ambassadors are available to 
welcome musicians that use our 
church as their venue such as Oregon 
Repertoire Singers, Portland State 
University Choirs, and the Columbia 
Symphony. Ambassadors welcome the 
performers and help them become 
acquainted with our church footprint 
as they prepare for one of their 
musical events. 

Two Ambassadors need to be present 
for each performance to greet folks 
at the front door, meet with a point 
person for each group to see if there is 
anything that needs attention, and are 
in the 100 hall to unlock and lock any 
rooms the performers need access to.

Ambassadors are able to attend the 
concerts free of charge. If you would 
like to volunteer please contact Kelly 
Qualls

Sunday School Teachers 
are Needed!
Sunday School teachers are needed 
going into fall. If you would like to 
teach, please sign up via email or on 
the sign up sheets located outside 
Megan Jones’ office. If you would 
like to learn more about our Sunday 
School program and the role of a 
Sunday School Teacher, please email 
Megan or call to arrange a time to 
chat. The next training is August 23rd 
at noon in room 202.

Immigration and LGBT Conversations: 
Join these Summer Education 
Opportunities

“Unaccompanied Minors: How 
Immigration Affects Families” will 
examine immigration in a class suitable 
for youth and adults. Megan Jones, 
August 9 & 16 at 9:30 AM in room 110.

“Seeing LGBTQ in the Bible” will look 
at how to read Scripture with support 
of LGBTQ persons. Rev. Jeremy Smith, 
August 23 & 30 at 9:00 AM in room 202.

Stephen Ministry Training Information 
Meeting • August 16, 11:45 am, Room 
110

Have you considered becoming a 
Stephen Minister?  A Stephen Minister 
is a caring Christian lay person who is 
trained to walk with a person during a 
time of need. Stephen Ministry training 
will provide you with the opportunity 
to develop practical skills for this one-
on-one caring ministry. Using Christian 
resources, you will develop skills in 
listening objectively, understanding 
feelings, honest communication, crisis 
theory and intervention, as well how to 
encourage steps of growth and change.

A new class to train Stephen Ministers 
will begin in September, 2015. For more 
about Stephen Ministry,  there will be an 
information meeting, Sunday, August, 
16, at 11:45 in Room 110. Contact Shelly 
Edwards or Marge Terdal for further 
information.

Greathouse Intern Forum
Sunday, August 30th after worship in 
Room 202

Our Church and Society ministry group 
has chosen the two Greathouse Interns 
who will receive internship scholarships 
this summer for community service 
work.  Josh Hauser  and Jeff Brittain are 
the interns this year. The forum is your 
opportunity to meet and ask questions 
of each intern about their summer 
learning experience and their plans for 
the future. Sponsored by Church and 
Society.

In this

Sermon Series: 
Scriptures that...Aren’t
August 23rd through September 6 
we will study common sayings and 
colloquial wisdom which really do 
not have their home in the Bible: 
“Cleanliness is Next to Godliness,” 
“Money is the Root of All Evil,” 
and “God Helps Those Who Help 
Themselves.”

Sundays at 9:00AM in the Chapel
Are you curious about trying 
something new? Our early Sunday 
service continues to provide an 
engaging and enlightened experience. 
Come see what all the fuss is about 
and get an earlier start to your day. 

Prayers of Support

Prayers of support for Brittney Brown 
who is serving at an orphanage in 
Zambia for the Summer.

Prayers of Sympathy

To the family of Dorotha Gibson.  
Dottie had been living Wilsonville.  
Dorotha passed away the end of July 
after a long and full life.

Prayers of Concern
For Carrie Saito who had hip surgery 

Bea and Dick Readel’s grandson 
Kristian who is scheduled for surgery 

Circuit Rider Update!

The Circuit Rider 
schedule will shift back 
one week from August 
19 to the 26, and from 

then onwards will 
continue every two 

weeks. The August 26 
issue will include the Fall 

2015 Program guide. 



The Circuit Rider can be e-mailed to you.  
E-mail the church office at office@fumcpdx.org 
to request it by e-mail. Address Service Requested

THE CIRCUIT RIDER is a publication of First United Methodist Church,

1838 SW Jefferson St, Portland, OR  97201-2496 
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