
As a Peace 
Church, 
we declare that we will be 
an advocate for peace in 
our local communities and 
world. 

As a Reconciling 
Congregation, 
we have pledged to welcome 
and support all who want to 
worship with us, regardless 
of race, gender, class or 
sexual orientation.

As a Creation Care 
Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles 
and social policies which 
bring healing and renewal to 
our precious Earth.
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Sunday October 4
Blessing Of the 

Animals

Planet Church hosts a six-week conversation of Pope Francis’ Laudato Si (Praise 
Be Unto You) Starting Sunday, October 4 at 9:30 am in Room 110. 
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From the Pastor
In our recent Rally Day quiz, question #8 needed to be re-worded.  In fact, the 
location of our current church building did not change because of any public 
works project (Civic Stadium, Lincoln High School, the MAX Blue Line, or the Vista 
Ridge Tunnel).  Instead, the location of the church changed the community.

When Highway 26 was built to bring traffic from Banks into Portland, it originally 
intended to cut straight through to Jefferson Street, taking our land with it.  
Fortunately some of our members with a bit of political savvy succeeded in 
bending the highway plans into the Vista Ridge tunnel, so that our church did not 
change because of Route 26.  Rather, the route changed because of the church.

How many times have we United Methodists been able to affect the communities in which we live, and 
to celebrate the fact that “the route changed because of the church”?  Beginning with John Wesley’s 
Methodist movement in 18th century England, into the founding of American Methodism, through the 
traumas of wars and depressions and constant struggles for justice, our church has been among those 
helping to “change the route” toward God’s promised vision of peace, wholeness and hope for all.

Sometimes this happens with grand gestures and big dramatic moments.  But more often than not, 
change happens through the small efforts of faithful individuals working steadily in response to God’s love.  

If you were in worship here on September 20th, you heard the Rev. Dr. Susan Henry Crowe, the General 
Secretary of our Board of Church and Society, cite one such effort which has resulted in truly great change.  
In 1917 the Rev. Dr. Clarence True Wilson was the head of the Methodist Episcopal Board of Temperance, 
Prohibition and public Morals, the predecessor to today’s Board of Church and Society.  Dr. Wilson 
believed the church needed to be an active participant in helping to “change the route” of our society, and 
that we needed a place to do this work.  What better place than a corner lot on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
DC?  Rev. Wilson not only found the property – he raised the money and together with his wife Maude 
Akin Wilson, drew up the original plans for the architect!

The United Methodist Building was completed in 1923 and since then has provided space for countless 
efforts to “change the route”, including the 1963 March on Washington led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr; 
the 1968 Poor Peoples’ March; the farmworkers’ boycott; Equal Rights Amendment marches; protests 
against the Vietnam war; the 1978 Longest Walk of Native Americans; the 1989 Housing NOW! March; the 
writing of the Americans with Disabilities Act; and several pieces of legislation related to children’s rights.

Today the Building stands as a symbol of justice and peace for people of faith throughout the world, and 
it remains the only non-governmental property on Capitol Hill.  All because of the vision, the love, and the 
efforts of Clarence and Maude Wilson, who we also appreciate greatly as the parents of our own Maribeth 
Collins.

So what will we do in response to God’s love, to help “change the route” of the world today?  What small 
efforts and steady work will we bring to create change and transform us all into the people God has 
envisioned all along?  I can’t wait to see where the future will take us, together!              

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Donna



United 
Methodist 
Women
UMW Unit 
Gathering
The UMW Unit will 
meet Wednesday, 
October 7 at 10:00 AM in the Fireside 
room.  Program:  Mission u study-
-Latin America:  People and Faith.  
This study emphasis the richness of 
Latin America and its people, starting 
with the history of the region from 
pre-Columbia times until colonization 
and the struggle for independence.  
Bring a brown bag lunch. Dessert and 
beverage will be provided.

UMW’s Reading Program - Book Chat
Read-Learn-Listen - Discuss and 
explore new insights.  Book Chat 
gatherings are planned for the first 
Wednesday of each month following 
the Unit Meeting in the Fireside 
Room.  Books are selected from the 
UMW Reading Program to expand 
understanding and participation in 
God’s mission for humanity in this 
changing world.  All are welcome.  
Chair:  Sandra Howard 503.652.5068.

Tabitha Circle
The Tabitha Circle will meet Monday, 
October 12 from 10:00 AM to 3:00 
PM in Room 202 to sew baby layettes 
and school bags.  Co-Chairs:  Kay 
Ward 503.915.7974 and Erin Riley 
503.709.5469

Circle of Friends
“Celebrating Fall and the Harvest 
Season”.  The Circle of Friends will 
meet on Wednesday, September 
30 at noon in the Fireside Room.  
Call for details:  Sandra Howard, 
503. 652.5068 or Cheryl Bittle  
503.292.3508.  Bring a sandwich for 
lunch.  Dessert and beverage will be 
provided.  

Planning Team
The Planning Team will meet 
Wednesday, September 30 at 10:00 
AM in room 110.

Upcoming
Pathfinders
The next Pathfinders gathering will 
meet Saturday, October 3 at 11:30 
AM in room 202.  All are welcome to 
gather for coffee and conversation 
and then share a lunch from the 
potluck table at noon.  Please 
call Dallas and Sharon Boge at 
503.357.7688 if you plan to attend 
and the dish you will provide.  After 
the business meeting, our guests, 
Frank and Val Castle will present 
the program “Faces of India”.  They 
will show a DVD highlighting their 
personal observations of their trip to 
that country.

Downtown Compassion Clinic 
There is an additional clinic on 
October 10th, 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
at First Baptist church, 909 SW 11th 
Ave. in downtown Portland that 
needs help. If you are interested in 
volunteering, or would like more 
information, please contact Mark 
Ohlson at mohlson@fumcpdx.org. 

New at First Church Library
First Church Library has added 
several new books to its collection 
thanks to everyone who donated 
and/or purchased books at our 
2015 used book 
sales.  Recent 
additions 
include Ta-
Nehisi Coates’ 
Between the 
World and Me, 
Jimmy Carter’s latest memoir A Full 
Life:  Reflections on Ninety, and 
Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common 
Home by Pope Francis.  We also 
have available A Bittersweet Season:  
Caring for Our Aging Parents and 
Ourselves by Jane Gross, a book 
highly recommended by Mark 
Ohlson.      

Prayers of Celebration:
Nitin and Megan Teckchandani 
became parents this last week with 
the birth of an 8 lb. baby boy, Walter 
Tekchandani.
Kate Scott and her family celebrate 
the adoption of their two children.

Prayers of Concern:
Beth Iverson’s sister-in-law, Laila, fell 
recently and injured her back which 
has kept her bed ridden. Laila lives in 
Montana.
Marian Hollenberg is home following 
surgery.
Duane Paulson, is in ICU following a 
heart issue.  

Prayers of Sympathy:
For Bob Schuberg and family.  
Marilyn Schuberg, Bob’s wife of 67 
years passed away September 15.  
Her memorial service will be 
Saturday Oct 3rd at 1:00 PM in the 
chapel.
For Moses Wambalaba  whose sister 
died recently in South Africa.  Moses 
is traveling there for her funeral and 
we pray for his safe journey as well.

Let us
    

 Women’s Retreat

“ConneCtions””

November 13 - 14
Collins Retreat Center

Women of all ages are invited 
to celebrate and deepen our 
connections with God, each other, 
and ourselves. Using movement and 
stories, silence and song, affirmation 
and play we will make connections 
that matter. Register by October 25 
for the early bird price. 

Early Bird Registration: $120
After October 25: $130
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First Church Orientation
Sunday, October 4 @ 12:00 pm, Room 202 

New to First Church? Looking to get more involved?
We gather bi-monthly for a light lunch, presentation and 

Q&A with our clergy. Child care is provided. 

FUMC Travel Committee Presents


