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WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 

As a Peace Church, 
we declare that we 
will be an advocate 
for peace in our local 
communities and 
world. 

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
all are welcome to participate 
in the full life of the church, 
including all races, abilities, 
ages, classes, gender identities, 
and sexual orientations.

As a Creation Care Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles and 
social policies which bring 
healing and renewal to our 
precious Earth.

www.fumcpdx.org


FROM THE PASTOR 

GRACE & PEACE
Rev. Donna
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General Conference, 2016 is just about to begin!  Hosting an international conference of 
this size is a big deal.  As delegates arrive and the work begins, I want to say “thank you” 
to all of the fabulous volunteers from First Church who will offer hospitality, support, and 
encouragement to our visitors from around the world.  Whether you are volunteering 
for one of several large gatherings held at our church, or heading over to the Oregon 
Convention Center, the Portland Airport, or one of the hotels, thank you.  Without the 
countless hours of volunteer assistance General Conference would be hard-pressed to do 
its work.

It is a big deal hosting this event here in Portland. I hope you will head over to the 
Convention Center sometime May 10-20 to watch the global church in action.  And you 
won’t want to miss our 10:30 worship here on May 8 when Bishop Ken Carter (Florida) 
will be preaching and Signatur, a Norwegian choir, will be singing.  On May 15 our own 
Bishop Grant Hagiya will join us to celebrate the ritual of Confirmation, and we expect to 
be joined by many international visitors that day as well.

Speaking of Confirmation… It seems fitting that Pentecost Sunday falls in the middle of 
General Conference, and with it our celebration of youth ready to be confirmed into 
Christian faith and officially join this church.  What a great reminder this will be for all 
of us!  While the global nature of our church is impressive and its work is complicated, 
ministry always begins right here at home.  The local church is where we first meet God’s 
presence, share God’s love and begin to transform the world around us.  

Listen to these words from our Confirmands, reflecting on this next step for their own faith 
journey:

 There are so many ways I know God loves me. God blessed me with a wonderful 
 church family that is open to anyone, regardless of age, gender, race, background, 
	 or	sexual	orientation…	Confirmation	to	me	means	that	you	have	a	more	permanent	
	 relationship	with	the	church.
 
	 I	feel	the	presence	of	God	in	small	moments	of	peace	I	experience	every	so	often…
	 Confirmation	for	me	is	a	sign	of	maturity	and	that	I’m	growing	up	in	the	world.

I give thanks for those who will be confirmed on May 15, and for all who have loved, 
nurtured, supported and encouraged them.  I give thanks for those small moments of 
peace that often come through the relationships and the work we share as a local United 
Methodist Church. Whatever happens in the ten days of legislation, advocacy, worship, 
celebration, prayer and praise which is General Conference… whatever happens, we will 
still be “our” church here in Portland, Oregon. And I know I will continue to be grateful for 
you all.
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Prayers

Prayers of Celebration for
For the children of the Sound 
Seekers choir, their director, 
Ronnee Edwards, and all the 
volunteers who made the musical 
Fat. Fat. Jehoshaphat possible.

We give thanks for the 34 
people who participated in 
the nonviolence training held 
for three Saturdays in April 
by Reconciling Ministries in 
preparation for holy conversations 
at General Conference.

Prayers of Concern for
Please remember in your prayers 
all the volunteers working hard to 
extend hospitality to an expected 
5000 United Methodists from 
around the world during the next 
weeks.

Gwyneth Rochlin, Francis LeFever, 
and Annie Calhoun have all had 
transitions and struggles with 
health issues this last weeks.

Continued Prayers for  
Nancy Meyer, Jim Manuel, Ann 
Lindgren, Karla Meyers.

Prayers of Thankfullness
I wish to express my thanks for 
all the prayers, cards, the prayer 
shawl, meals and visits during my 
recent illness. It has meant a lot 
to me and has made the road to 
recovery much easier 
- Elaine Jones.

CONFIRMATION
Sunday, May 15th 
during the 10:30 am 
worship, several youth 
will be confirming their 
baptisms and joining 
this church. They have 

spent the past two years learning 
what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus and what it means 
to understand faith through a 
Wesleyan perspective, combining 
personal piety and social justice.  
Our Bishop, Grant Hagiya, will 
join us to officiate over the ritual 
of Confirmation and to celebrate 
with all of us the joy of the day.  
Don’t miss it!

All-Comer’s Book Club
The All-Comer’s Book Club 
will be discussing Ordinary 
Grace by William Kent 
Krueger on Monday, May 
16 at 7:00 pm in the 
library. All are welcome to 
join in the discussion! 

Wednesday, May 25  
Ruth Circle
Brown Bag Lunch at home of 
Vi Ricci
Contact:  Marilyn Weber 
503.241.4081

Wednesday, May 25
Fireside Room
12:00 pm Circle of Friends
Program:  “Celebrate Survival of 
General Conference 2016”
Chair: Sandra Howard 
503.652.5068

Wednesday, May 25
Room 110
10:00 am Planning Team

Thursday, May  26
Terwilliger Plaza - Club Room
2:00 pm Naomi Circle
Program:  “A Passion for 
Mission”
Chair: Colleen Foster 
503.808.7389

UMW Quilt Show & 
Luncheon Gratitude

A big thank you to everyone 
who helped with our 2016 
Fourteenth Annual UMW Quilt 
Show and Luncheon.  First, we 
thank all who purchased tickets 
because $15.00 from each one 
will go directly to our UMW 
mission projects here in our 
local community plus projects 
in the United States and around 
the world.  Another big thank 
you to FUMC staff and all the 
volunteers who helped with 
this event.  Finally, a big thank 
you to the fiber artists for 
again sharing their creative art 
displayed in Collins Hall.
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Library Book Sale
May 22, Collins Hall. Hundreds 
of books of all types (adult and 
children’s, fiction and non-
fiction, religious and secular, 
little-known books as well as 
bestsellers…and more) will 
be available. The sale will be 
open after both 8:30 and 10:30 
services, and all books are 
available by donation…take 
what you want and leave what 
you can. All proceeds go toward 
the purchase of new books for 
FUMC’s outstanding library.

Learn About Palestine
Sunday, May 
15, United 
Methodist 
missionary 
Rev. Kristin 
Brown will tell 
of her work 
in Palestine. 
Kristin is an ordained 
United Methodist clergy and 
a friend of Rev. Jeremy. This is 
our opportunity to learn from 
someone who lives and works 
with Palestinians and Israelis.
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CREATION 
C A R E 
GATHERING

Planet Church will host a gathering 
of United Methodists during General 
Conference to share what we have been 
doing for Creation. Rev. Pat Watkins 
(Caretakers of God’s Creation) and Rev. 
Jenny Phillips (Fossil Free UMC) will be 
among those present. Lunch is provided. 
All are welcome.

Sunday May 15 | Noon | Room 202 
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