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First United Methodist Church of Portland

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH

8:30 AM | Chapel
10:30 AM | Sanctuary 

As a Peace Church, 
we declare that we 
will be an advocate 
for peace in our local 
communities and 
world. 

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
all are welcome to participate 
in the full life of the church, 
including all races, abilities, 
ages, classes, gender identities, 
and sexual orientations.

As a Creation Care 
Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles 
and social policies which 
bring healing and renewal to 
our precious Earth.

2016 PRIDE PARADE

SUNDAY JUNE 19

10:30 AM | COMMISSIONING IN SANCTUARY
11:00 AM | NW CORNER OF ELEPHANT PARK



From the Minister of Discipleship

SING THE FAITH LOUDER THAN ME!

Any of you who have stood next to me in worship are undoubtedly wondering why on earth I am 
writing about singing—dogs tend to howl and cats run away when I sing. While I can read music 
and love music and sing as well as I can, being able to sing on key is not one of my spiritual gifts. I 
publicly apologize to all the choir members who sit on my side of the chancel.

But singing is important and we explored last Sunday how important it is. While the Youth did 
the 10:30 service, during the 8:30 a.m. early service held every Sunday in the Chapel, we did 
something a little different than the usual sermon. We sang a verse of a well-known hymn, heard 
some history of the hymn and composer as researched by our pianist Shelly Edwards, and then I 
gave some reflections on both. Here’s what I learned:

 1.  “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing” UMH 57 by Charles Wesley originally had 18 verses.  
   You can read all of them on page 58 of the Hymnal—and the first verse we sing is actually  
   verse 7! I’m sure the choir could endure through all 18 verses—I’m not sure I could!
 2 .“Amazing Grace” UMH 378 has a final verse “When We’ve Been There 10,000 Years…”   
  that wasn’t actually written by the composer John Newton. It was added by Harriet   
  Beecher Stowe in Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
 3. There are many hymns written by female blind poets, such as Helen Lemmel and Fanny   
  Crosby. I wonder if perhaps their special qualities allowed them to imagine words and   
  language in ways that others could not. Helem Lemmel wrote over 500 hymns in her   
  lifetime, in fact, including “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” UMH 349.

That’s great trivial knowledge, for sure, but they point to a greater truth: the purpose of hymns 
is to teach the faith. It is to give another take on the theology expressed from the pulpit. It is to 
give you a verse that you can sing to yourself whenever you encounter a similar or challenging 
situation. 

Your clergy and music staff try very hard to have the music match the message each week, even 
though many of our “old favorite” hymns have theologies that don’t match our 21st century 
Portland church. And yet we sing many of them because of the memories they bring up, the other 
3 verses outweigh the weird 4th verse, or other theological reasons. When we sing an unfamiliar 
hymn to you, know it is due to the teaching of the words, not just the emotion of the tune.

My hope is that you continue to sing in worship—I need to be drowned out by others! And that 
you read through the words you are singing or the music notes of the choir’s anthems. Words are 
important, repetition matters, and leaving with a song in your heart is one of the best gifts you 
can give yourself in a world of dissonant notes and noise. Blessings, and see you Sunday at 8:30 
and 10:30 am.

~Rev. Jeremy
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Monday, June 13
Room 202
10:00 AM Tabitha Circle
Project: sewing projects, plan for 
Kit Kamp in October
Chairs:  Kay Ward 503.915.7974 
and Erin Riley 503.709.5469

Wednesday, June 15
Room 202
12:00 PM Ruth Circle
Program Planning for 2016-2017
Chair: Jeanette Chardon 
503.866.3192

July 7 - 10 Mission U
Last day to register is June 22
The link for registration: 
https://umoi-reg.brtapp.com/
missionuJuly7-10 

Prayers of Sympathy:
David Jenkins, our former 
administrative assistant has 
passed away. We extend our 
condolences to his partner Sam 
Little and those close to them. A 
memorial service will be at Tigard 
United Methodist church at a time 
yet to be determined.   

Prayers of Celebration
We give thanks for all the youth 
who planned and were part of 
Youth Sunday.  We also appreciate 
all the adults who supported and 
worked with them.

We also congratulate this year’s 
graduating senior class, Cameron 
Backus, Clara Collins, Erika Dvor-
ak, Brett Graver, Jackson Hale, 
Alice Hermach, Madison Kenney, 
Andrew Mickel, Ian Schipper, Max 
Welch and Hadley Wilhoite.

Prayers of Concern: 
Patricia Enriquez had surgery 
recently and has begun chemo 
therapy which will last into the fall 
season.
Paula Van Hart has had both leg 
and shoulder surgeries and is not 
in a rehab unit.
Kayla Carruth had hip surgery this 
last week and is responding well.                                                                                                                              
Judy Seubert has had major back 
surgery and will be down from 
some time.

Continued Prayers For:
Annie Calhoun, Beth Iverson, Jim 
Manuel, Gwyneth Rochlin, Norm 
White, Francis LeFever, and Ann 
Lindgren.

YOUTH, CHILDREN & 
FAMILIES

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sundays, June 19 – September 4
During the summer months, 
Children’s Sunday School is offered 
during the 10:30 AM worship 
service for children 2 years old 
through incoming fourth grade. 
The following classes are listed 
below:
 • 2s, 3s, & Pre K: Room 207
 • Kindergarten – 1st Grade:
  Room 205
 • 2nd – 4th Grade: Room  
  206

Adult volunteers are needed to 
make Sunday School an enjoyable 
experience for all! If you did not 
teach Sunday School during the 
regular school year, and would 
like to spend one or more Sundays 
with a group of students, please 
contact Megan.  Sunday School 
curriculum and supplies are 
provided.

UMY: FRIDAY NIGHTS
June 17 | 6:15 pm.
All incoming 7th – 12th graders 
are invited to a night at the 
Newberg Drive-in Movie Theater! 
Meet at the Rite-Aid at 1150 
N Springbrook Rd, Newberg 
Or 97132. From there we can 
combine cars and get in line for 
the movie theater. 

WEST DEPOT SUMMER TRIP 
Youth and adults will be travelling 
to UMCOR West Depot in Salt Lake 
City the week of June 25 – July 
2.  Participants will work in the 
UMCOR Depot during the day and 
participate in fun activities and 
sightseeing during the afternoons 
and evenings. The group will be 
travelling together by van, with a 
stopover in Idaho.

P R AY E R S

The next Goose Hollow 
Family Shelter volunteer 
orientation is June 22, at 
5:00 pm. Please contact 
Volunteer Manager, Bethany 
Rocci at bethany@pdxhfs.org 
or at 503-915-8307 to RSVP! 
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the forty-eighth session of the 

OREGON-IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE

JUNE 16 - 18, 2016 

SALEM CONVENTION CENTER, SALEM, OREGON 

For more information go to www.umoi.org/ac


