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W O R S H I P  AT  F I R S T  C H U R C H
8:30 AM | Chapel               10:30 AM | Sanctuary 

As a Peace Church, 
we declare that we will be 

an advocate for peace in our 
local communities and world. 

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
all are welcome to participate in the full life of the 
church, including all races, abilities, ages, classes, 

gender identities, and sexual orientations.

As a Creation Care Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles and 

social policies which bring healing 
and renewal to our precious Earth.

~ ~

SOULCOLLAGE® 

AND THE ENNEAGRAM 
A DAY OF PLAY AND SELF-EXPLORATION WITH

Monique Breault Rev. Donna Pritchard

JULY 30, 2016 | 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM | COLLINS HALL
FEE: $30 PER PERSON

www.fumcpdx.org


2016 has certainly turned out to 
be “the year of the Conferences”.  
First there was the General 
Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, held here 
in Portland this May.  Then our 
usual Annual Conference of the 
Oregon-Idaho United Methodists 
took place in Salem in June. And 
finally, we have just completed the 
Western Jurisdiction’s quadrennial 
meeting in Scottsdale, Arizona.

As this season of conferencing 
draws to a close, a few images 
linger in my mind. First, there 
is the fatigue. It takes a toll on 
anyone to spend long hours in 
meetings where complex problems 
and controversial issues are being 
discussed, where deeply held 
convictions are being tested, and 
where spiritual connections are 
being stretched in new ways. 
These days a good nap might go a 
long way.

Yet, we dare not sleep too long, for 
there is much good work for us to 
do and the world is waiting for us 
to do it. It is true we came out of 
General Conference keenly aware 
of the differences dividing United 

Methodists. It is equally true 
we completed both Annual and 
Jurisdictional Conferences with a 
renewed sense of camaraderie, a 
shared passion for ministry and a 
vision of God’s beloved community 
we seek to nurture.  

The Western Jurisdiction affirmed 
its commitment to inclusivity and 
to ministries of justice and grace 
for all. We did this by naming 
Hispanic/Latino ministry as a 
priority for the next four years; 
we did it by reaffirming our 
commitment to develop new faith 
communities throughout the West; 
we did it by placing new emphasis 
on ministry with youth and young 
adults; and we did it by electing 
the first openly lesbian United 
Methodist bishop, the Rev. Dr. 
Karen Oliveto.

This was indeed a bold and historic 
step in the life of our Church. And 
now the real work begins.  The 
real work of standing together 
as a Jurisdiction, supporting our 
leaders and extending God’s love 
throughout the West is ours to do. 
This is the work which ultimately 
will make the biggest difference, 

not only for our denomination, but 
for our own local community as 
well.

Antoine de Saint-Exupery once 
wrote,
 If you want to build a ship, 
don’t drum up the [people] to 
gather wood, divide the work and 
give orders.  Instead, teach them to 
yearn for the vast and endless sea.

All the conferencing in the world 
will be of little use if we do not 
teach each other – and our 
neighbors, friends, and even our 
opponents – to yearn for the vast 
and endless sea of God’s loving 
grace.  That is the work which 
is before us.  That is the work I 
celebrate as I return to be your 
pastor in this time and place.  
Thank you for all the ways you help 
me to keep yearning.  I am grateful 
to be with people who are willing 
to set sail, trusting in God’s Spirit 
to guide us.  There is much good 
work for us to do.  Thanks be to 
God!

Grace & Peace
~Rev. Donna

from the PASTOR

PS… Thank you all for your prayers, affirmations and encouragement throughout the episcopal 
election process.  I am left with a profound appreciation for the privilege of serving Jesus with all 
of you, and want you to know there can be no “losing” in that!  God bless you.
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FROM THE COVER ...
This one day retreat at Portland’s 
First United Methodist Church 
(1838 SW Jefferson Street) will 
help you learn about what makes 
you tick, how you best function 
in relationships and groups, and 
where you might be challenged 
to grow. Using the art play and 
spiritual direction of SoulCollage®, 
along with the personality 
and spirituality wisdom of The 
Enneagram, we will be led by 
Monique Breault (Enneagram 
instructor) and The Rev. Donna 
Pritchard (SoulCollage® facilitator).

PRAYERS
Prayers of Thankfulness:
We lament that Pastor Donna did 
not prevail in the bishop’s election 
but are pleased she is returning to 
lead our congregation.

We give thanks for the leadership 
Bishop Grant Hagiya has provided 
and wish him well in his new 
assignment in the California-
Pacific Conference.

We welcome Bishop Elaine 
Stanovsky as our new episcopal 
leader beginning September 1st.

Prayers of Concern:
May the painful news, particularly 
out of Nice France and Baton 
Rouge Louisiana, be held close in 
our prayers and actions. 

Mark Ohlson’s mother continues 
in hospice care. 

Richie Muckridge has done well 
following hip replacement last 
fall but has developed continuing  
going problems. 

Lois Cameron had surgery falling 
a fall which badly dislocated her 
elbow.

Frank Hoddapp who is having 
knee surgery this week. 

Continued Prayers For:
Bill Birge, Virginia Bender, Norm 
White, Patricia Enriquez, Paula 
Van Hart, Judy Seubert, Annie 
Calhoun, Beth Iverson, Jim 
Manuel, Gwyneth Rochlin, and 
Francis LeFever.

School Supply Drive
Sunday, July 31 – August 14
Families in Action will be collecting 
school supplies to assist a local 
Portland Schools. Supplies will 
be collected and distributed to 
teachers to be handed out to 
students as needed. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRAINING
Sunday, August 14 12:00pm
All those who plan to teach 
Children’s Sunday School in the 
Fall, or those considering become 
a Sunday School teacher, please 
attend our Fall Sunday School 
Training. Over 50 volunteers make 
our Sunday School program a 
success for both students and 
teachers. Working in teams, 
teachers are provided with 
curriculum and support for their 
classes.  The training will include 
information about classroom set 
up and procedures, a curriculum 
overview, the basics of classroom 
management, and a safe 
sanctuaries training. For questions 
or to RSVP please contact Megan, 
at mjones@fumcpdx.org.  

UMCOR Trip: 
Six teenagers and three adults 
spent a productive, fun-filled week 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, as members 
of a United Methodist Volunteer 
in Mission (UMVIM) team to the 
United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) Depot located 
there.

For seven of the team members 
(Sophia Parent, Michaela Kurtz, 
Kira Pierce, Lilian Wilson, Jenny 
Jennings, Dee Poujade and Megan 
Jones), the adventure started with 
a two-day road trip (overnighting 
with members of Hillcrest UMC 
in Boise), while Nelson and Lee 
Cooper flew in early Monday 
morning.

Some team members assembled 
Health/Hygiene Kits, while others 
sewed baby items for Layette Kits.  
The team also spent a morning 
at “Welfare Square,” a Mormon 
community outreach program.

In addition to their volunteer 
work, the team also explored 
downtown Salt Lake City, visited 
the Antelope Island, and spent an 
evening at the water park. 

Members of the team will be 
doing a presentation on their 
experience sometime this fall! 
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END OF YEAR CELEBRATION!
July 26. 6:00 pm, Fireside Room. Bring a potluck dish to share and celebrate! We will 
hear presentations from each ministry team as to their celebrations for the year, and 
then we will elect a new slate of officers and team members for 2016-2017. All are 
welcome to attend! 
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