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As a Peace Church, 
we declare that we will be 

an advocate for peace in our 
local communities and world. 

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
all are welcome to participate in the full life of the 
church, including all races, abilities, ages, classes, 

gender identities, and sexual orientations.

As a Creation Care Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles and 

social policies which bring healing 
and renewal to our precious Earth.

~ ~

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TRAINING

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 

12:00PM ROOM 202
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“First Fruits”, our Strategic Plan for 
2012-2015 was a huge success:
 • Providing a means for 
  consensus on direction for  
  the church
 • Focusing energy to achieve  
  real results, most notably  
  in the development of  
  small group ministries,  
  a second worship service 
  and a young adult ministry.
 • Increasing a sense of  
  connection between  
  ministry program areas
  and within the   
  congregation membership  
  at large

Thanks to these solid gains, a 
recent All Church Conference 
voted to adopt a new three-
year plan, continuing four of the 
previous goals and adding a fifth as 
follows:

Goal #1 – Continue to develop our 
Small Group Ministries, hoping to 
engage 50% of all members and 
70% of all newcomers within the 
next three years.

Goal #2 – Care for Youth and 
Young Adults by providing 
opportunities in service, mission, 
social justice, fellowship and study.

Goal #3 – Enhance our worship 
experiences to meet the needs of 
new audiences with at least two 
weekly services.

Goal #4 – Continue to refine 
our Communications, through 
the work of our Director of 
Communications, to reach 80% of 
members monthly, and 75% of first 
time visitors, while also increasing 
the media presence of the church 
in the community.

Goal #5 – Enter into a Year of 
Discernment, exploring multi-site 

possibilities within the Portland 
metro area, where opportunities 
exist for us to extend our ministry 
and share God’s love with others.  

This last goal is the new one for 
2016.  Our church has been gifted 
with great leaders and fabulous 
congregational resources.  We 
are strong, vital and joyful at a 
time when many other United 
Methodist churches are struggling.  
We want to see if there is a 
way for us to grow (through 
outreach in worship, social justice, 
children’s programming, study, 
etc)  in locations beyond our own 
buildings and grounds.

Because this is an exciting and 
important step, we will take this 
time to plan for growth and to 
get on the same page together.  
Stay tuned for more information 
on how you can be a part of our 
discernment process!  I remain 
so very grateful to be in ministry 
together with you all.

from the PASTOR

Grace & Peace
~Rev. Donna
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SERMON SERIES: 
SCRIPTURES THAT AREN’T starts 
next Sunday, and will continue 
through August. This series will 
look at common phrases that are 
often incorrectly attributed to 
scripture. This series will include: 
 • 7th  “God Won’t Give You
  More Than You Can 
  Handle”
  • 14th “Charity Begins At 
  Home”
 • 21st “Love the Sinner, Hate 
  the Sin”
 • 28th “Better the Devil You 
  Know than the One You 
  Don’t” 

CAMP 
CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY 
August 21 come to 
worship sporting your 
favorite camp T-shirt 
for a celebration of our 
Camp and Retreat Ministries 
throughout the Oregon-Idaho 
Conference.  We will sing a few 
camp songs, tell a few good camp 
stories, maybe even share a camp 
snack as we celebrate the ways our 
lives have changed, and our faith 
has grown through camping.

Prayers of Celebration:
For Amalia Benke and Tyler 
King who were married by Rev. 
Jeremy on July 30th. Amalia is the 
daughter of Deborah Benke. 

Prayers of Sympathy
Prayers for Mark Ohlson for the 
passing of his mother Marty on 
July 27th.  A celebration of her 
life was held Thursday at Christ 
Episcopal Church in Lake Oswego.

Prayers of Concern:
Harriet Ottaviano’s niece, Martha, 
who is autistic has been diagnosed   
     with breast cancer. Harriet’s 
             sister is the primary care 
                 giver.

 Marty Martin had a minor  
            heart attack and is now 
      home. 

Joanne Weiss is in a rehabilitation 
facility regaining her health after 
some difficult days.  

Continued Prayers For:
Patricia Enriquez, Lois Cameron, 
Richie Muckridge, Paula Van Hart, 
Judy Seubert, Jim Manuel.

ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING
First Church is organizing a special 
training for all of our greeters, 
ushers, coffee hosts, Sunday school 
teachers, other volunteers and 
staff on August 21 from 11:30am 
- 2:00pm (Includes lunch). We 
will learn best practices that can 
be used to save lives and reduce 
injury during an event.

The goal is to plan ahead and 
help prepare our individual and 
collective response in an active 
shooter scenario in a gun free 
zone. 

For additional questions, contact 
Liz Temple in the church office.

GREATHOUSE INTERN FORUM
On Sunday, August 28 at 12:00pm 
in the Fireside room come listen to
Maddy Hauenstein and Hadley 
Wilhoite discuss their experiences 
working as Greathouse Interns 
over the summer. Maddy has 
been working in Africa for the local 
Vancouver office of Global Sojourns 
Giving Circle, and Hadley has 
been working with organizations 
dedicated to helping young, 
underprivileged children advance 
their reading skills. 

FROM THE COVER ...
Sunday, August 14 12:00 pm. All those who plan to teach Children’s 
Sunday School in the Fall, or those considering become a Sunday 
School teacher, please attend our Fall Sunday School Training. Over 
50 volunteers make our Sunday School program a success for both 
students and teachers. Working in teams, teachers are provided 
with curriculum and support for their classes.  The training will 
include information about classroom set up and procedures, a 
curriculum overview, the basics of classroom management, and a 
safe sanctuaries training. For questions or to RSVP please contact 
Megan, at mjones@fumcpdx.org.  

UMY Friday 
Pool Party 
will be 
6:30pm, 
August 
12 at the 
Hutchison 
residence. All 7th - 12th 
graders are invited to attend. 
RSVP with Megan Jones at 
mjones@fumcpdx.org for 
more details and directions. 

SUNDAYS PRAYERS SPECIAL EVENTS

CAMP
2016
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Day at Beaverton Park & Farmers Market

Saturday August 20 | 11:00 AM

All First Church families & friends 
are invited to attend a fun day at 
the park, hosted by Rev Jeremy. 
The park provides a playground 
area with swings, slides, etc. 
as well as a splash pad. Bring 
swimsuits/water-wear if you 
would like to play in the water. 
Families can choose to bring a 
picnic lunch for their family or 
explore the food carts and booths 
at the Beaverton Farmer’s Market. 

mailto:office%40fumcpdx.org?subject=Subscribe%20to%20CR%20by%20E-Mail

