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As a Peace Church, 
we declare that we will be 

an advocate for peace in our 
local communities and world. 

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
all are welcome to participate in the full life of the 
church, including all races, abilities, ages, classes, 

gender identities, and sexual orientations.

As a Creation Care Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles and 

social policies which bring healing 
and renewal to our precious Earth.

~ ~

5 PM FAMILY SERVICE

7 & 9 PM CAROLS & CANDLELIGHT

11 PM COMMUNION

Christmas     Eve
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24

SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE DETAILS
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from the PASTOR

Grace & Peace
~Rev. Donna 

Bing Crosby’s rendition of the 
holiday classic, I’ll be Home for 
Christmas, echoes through the 
stores and gets stuck in my head 
this time of year.  First released 
around Christmas of 1943, the 
song brings to mind the separation 
of families caused by war.  The very 
last line, “If only in my dreams” 
hints at the wistfulness we all feel 
for the season’s promise of beauty, 
wonder, joy and peace – and has 
been the overall theme for our 
worship experiences during this 
Advent.

Advent is a powerful season 
crammed with many memories 
and emotions.  For some it is a 
time of happy excitement, while 
for others it can be a season of 
loneliness, grief or confusion.  The 
loss of loved ones, the anguish of 
broken relationships, the insecurity 
of unemployment, the weariness 
of ill health – even the everyday 

life changes we all experience 
– can make us feel alone in the 
midst of holiday cheer. It helps to 
be reminded of God’s presence 
in every moment.  And it helps to 
come together to sing and pray, to 
listen to Scripture and reflect on 
God’s love for us.    

And then join us for the joyous 
celebration of Christmas Eve:
 •  5:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
  for a family-friendly 
  (informal) service
 • 7:00 and 9:00 pm for 
  traditional candlelight and 
  carols, along with our  
  amazing organ, chancel 
  choir and the Festival Brass
 • 11:00 pm in the Chapel for 
  Communion and 
  candlelight

May you find your way home 
to God’s love once more this 
Christmas!

December 21st marks the 
winter solstice.  You are 
invited to join us in the Chapel 
at 7:00 that evening, for our 
“Longest Night” worship.  This 
quiet, reflective service can be 
an oasis of peace in the midst 
of the busy-ness of Christmas 
and is a great way to prepare 
your spirit for the gift of the 
Christ child.  Following the 
service the Stephen Ministers 
will provide light refreshments 
and will be available to listen 
or pray with anyone who asks.

If Only
In Our
 Dreams

Merry Christmas



FAMILY GIVING TREE SUNDAYS 
LAST SUNDAY DECEMBER 18
Support refugee families this 
Christmas season by visiting our 
Family Giving Tree and purchasing 
a wishlist item for a children or 
adult. Return unwrapped gifts to the 
Narthex by Sunday, December 18. 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS
Sundays, Dec 11 and 18, Collins Hall
Our supported charities this year 
are: 

 •  Maternal and Child Health 
  Initiative
 •  New Avenues for Youth
 •  Portland Homeless Family 
  Solutions
 •  Q Center
 •  Shade and Fresh Water
 •  WildAid

With your donation you will 
receive a card you can use to send 
to friends and loved ones to let 
them know of your donation in 
their honor. 

Prayers of Celebration
Randy and Marsha are new 
grandparents with the birth 
of Archer Madison Bryan on 
December 3. 

Prayers of Sympathy
For those killed or missing in 
the warehouse fire in Oakland 
California. We sympathize with 
their loved ones.  

Prayers of Concern
As fires continue in eastern 
Tennessee we pray for those who 
have lost not only family members 
and property but the lost of 
livelihoods which have supported 
families for many years.

We remember especially the 
United Methodist clergy, 
volunteers  and veterans who 
continue to stand with those who 
seek justice for all our citizens at 
the Standing Rock Protest.  

Continued Prayers for
Laurie Newcomer, Annie Calhoun, 
Dick Pomeroy, Margret Bove, 
Marian Poindexter, Patricia 
Enriquez, Richie Muckridge, Jim 

Manuel, and Virginia Townend, 
and Jean Holznagel.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS PRAYERS

The end of the year is fast approaching, and with it you have an opportunity to reduce your tax liability 
while also supporting the important work of First Church.  Here are a couple of ways to shift tax dollars to 
charitable dollars:

 1- IRA Charitable Rollover.  Late last year, Congress passed a law allowing taxpayers 70 and a half years 
 old or older to withdraw money from their IRAs and give directly to charitable causes like the church.  
 Because the rollover counts against your required minimum distribution, such a gift can reduce your 
 overall income and likewise your taxes.

 2- Outright Gift of an Asset.  You can always make a gift to the church of stock or real estate and avoid
 paying capital gains tax on the transfer while also receiving a tax-saving charitable deduction.

If you would like more information on these or other ways to actively participate in the financial life of 
FUMC, don't hesitate to talk with one of the pastors or call our church administrator, Liz Temple.

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Wednesday, December 14
Fireside Room - 12:00 PM 
Program:  Cookie exchange 
plus HUGS event (Hats, 
Underwear, Gloves, Scarves). 
Chair:  Peg Cook 503.452.7298

RUTH CIRCLE
Wednesday, December 21
Room 202 - 12:00 PM 
Program:   “ Wrapping up 
Christmas”. Judy Moon 
will demonstrate the art of 
traditional Japanese furoshiki 
gift wrapping.  This will be 
followed with a gift exchange 
and carol singing. Dessert is 
provided.  Bring your own 
brown bag lunch.  
Please RSVP to Judy Moon 
moon2329@comcast.net or 
503 543-2220.
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The

Chancel

Choir

BRIGHTEN YOUR CHRISTMAS SEASON WITH THE BEAUTIFUL SOUNDS 
OF THE FUMC CHANCEL CHOIR’S NEW RECORDING: JOY!  

A WONDERFUL GIFT TO RECEIVE AND TO GIVE, AND A LOVELY WAY 
TO SUPPORT THE MUSIC PROGRAMS OF FUMC! 

$15 EACH OR TWO FOR $25. AVAILABLE IN COLLINS HALL AFTER WORSHIP 
ON 12/11 AND 12/18, OR CALL KELLY QUALLS AT 503-228-3195.

NEW CD RELEASE!
  ~ featuring~


