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As a Peace Church, 
we declare that we will be 

an advocate for peace in our 
local communities and world. 

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
all are welcome to participate in the full life of the 
church, including all races, abilities, ages, classes, 

gender identities, and sexual orientations.

As a Creation Care Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles and 

social policies which bring healing 
and renewal to our precious Earth.
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All aboard!  The train is coming 
down the track and we want YOU 
to join us for Rally Day on Sunday, 
September 11th.  We will celebrate 
this “back to church” Sunday at our 
two regular worship services, 8:30 
am in the chapel and 10:30 am 
in the Sanctuary, complete with 
the singing of favorite train songs, 
and words and images to get us 
all on board with the ministry of 
First Church.  Our two children’s 
choirs, Cherubs (Kindergarten-
second graders, meeting in Room 
206), and Sound Seekers (Third 
through sixth graders, meeting in 
Room 130) begin rehearsals from 
9:30-10:15 am. The Chancel Choir 
returns to the 10:30 worship and 
regular Sunday School classes also 
begin that day. 

Adult classes meet between 
worship services.  Christianity for 
a Changing World meets in Room 
202 and will be studying  the book 
Just Babies: The Origins of Good 
and Evil, by Yale professor Dr. Paul 
Bloom.  The Gathering, a class for 
younger adults, meets in Room 
204 during the children’s choir 
rehearsals.

After the 10:30 worship come 
to Collins Hall for our annual 
“Ministry Fair” where you can get 
the latest scoop from each of the 
program areas of the church and 
find ways to connect with others 
in fellowship, service and learning.  
Each area will provide not only 
information (and a chance to get 
on board with them), but also will 
offer a part of the Rally Day lunch.  
This will be a moveable feast as 
you take a plate, and fill it from 
each of the tables around the 
room.  And of course the day will 
not be complete without a surprise 
or two…

All aboard!  Rally Day will be a high 
energy, exciting time to come back 
to church and all that goes on here 
every day.  But Rally Day is only the 
beginning of our journey together.  
I hope you’ll read through the Fall 
Program Guide, included in this 
issue of the Circuit Rider.  Find the 
places where you want to get on 
board - whether that be a place to 
serve, or a place to play, a place 
to worship or a place to grow, or 
simply a place to know you are 
a part of something larger than 
yourself.

Frederick Buechner once wrote:  
The place where God calls you 
is the place where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep 
hunger meet.  One of the most 
profound things we do as a church 
is to help each other find those 
places, and then join together to 
make a difference.    Your clergy 
and staff are always ready to help 
you get on board… just give us 
a call or shoot us an email if you 
need help finding your place on 
our “train”.

from the PASTOR

Grace & Peace
~Rev. Donna

“The place where 

God calls you is the 

place where your 

deep gladness and 

the world’s deep 

hunger meet” - 

Frederick Buechner



Wednesday, September 7
10:00 AM UMW Unit
Welcome Aboard!  
Speaker: Sharon Bryan 
“Coats for Kids”
Pizza and salad lunch - cost $5.00.
Church staff are invited as our 
guests. Contact:  Judy Moon 
203.543.2220

Wednesday, September 7
Fireside Room
1:00 PM Book Chat
Chair: Sandra Howard 
503.652.5068

Monday, September 19 
(please note date change)
Room 202
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Tabitha Circle
Come for all or part of the day. 
Project:  Baby gowns and bags
Chairs:  Kay Ward 503.915.7974 
and Erin Riley 503.709.5469

FROM THE FIRST
CHURCH LIBRARY

First Church Library usually holds 
two fund-raising book sales each 
year, one in February and the other 
in May.  Because we have had 
difficulty attracting new volunteers 
to help with various Library 
activities like the book sales, we 
have decided to take a one-year 
hiatus from fund-raising and will 
not hold any book sales in 2017. 
We thank everyone for their past 
support and look forward to seeing 
you again at our book sales in 
2018. In addition, unfortuately due 
to lack of storage space, we are 
unable to accept book donations 
for the 2018 sales at this time, but 
will update you on when we can 
accept them. Thank you.

A WORD 
ABOUT WATER

Given the recent news of lead 
levels and public water sources, 
we have begun testing the water 
in our building.  So far 10 different 
faucets or fountains have been 
tested.  Six tests have been 
completed and three showed 
elevated lead levels.  Please be 
assured that further testing is 
in process, along with future 
investigations to target, repair or 
replace the source of the problem.  

IN THE MEANTIME areas of 
concern have been clearly marked 
and additional water coolers are 
being made available to provide 
safe water in those areas. 

UMW CALENDAR FUMC UPDATES

INTERNS REPORT TO FUMC
On Sunday, August 28th our 
two Greathouse Interns, Maddy 
Hauenstein and Hadley Wilhoite 
each presented a personal insight 
into the internships they recently 
completed this summer.

Maddy joined us shortly after 
touching down from southern 
Africa while here on a short 
layover before flying off to Pitzer 
College in Southern California to 
resume her studies. In Africa 
this summer, Maddy was with 

Global Sojourns Giving Circle 
where they run grassroots 
women empowerment programs 
throughout Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, and Zambia.  Her program 
management volunteering 
included leading strategic 
planning meetings, organizing 
project proposals and undertaking 
budget reviews.

Hadley recounted her experiences 
working this summer with SMART 
(Start Making a Reader Today).  
Although she was involved in 

program development, she 
described working one-on-one 
with kids in developing their 
reading skills together.

The Greathouse Intern program 
started at First Church in 1968.  
Students who are high school 
seniors or college students are 
encouraged to apply in the spring 
for a paid summer internship.
Students who are interested in 
2017 are encouraged to apply 
beginning in March 2017.

Continued Prayers For
Patricia Enriquez, Lois Cameron, 
Richie Muckridge, Martha 
Reynolds, Annie Calhoun, Paula 
Van Hart, Judy Seubert, Jim 
Manuel, Joanne Weiss, Marty 
Martin.
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Once a month beginning September 11, the 
Planet Church Table in the Commons will feature 
the Portland Chinook Book. This environmentally-
oriented coupon book has had Portland shoppers 
thinking green for over 15 years. This year it once 
again offers discounts on transportation, dining, 
home and garden and much more.

The Chinook Book is available for $22, and there 
is also a smartphone app available for $15; book/
app combo packs are priced at $30. Chinook Book 
sales support the efforts of Planet Church in the 
congregation and in the community.

      PLANET CHURCH KICKS OFF CHINOOK BOOK SALES

WWW.CHINOOKBOOK.COM

mailto:office%40fumcpdx.org?subject=Subscribe%20to%20CR%20by%20E-Mail
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Both services are “come as you are” 
and have nursery care.

8:30 am Chapel Service
This service is relaxed and informal.  
We sing songs from the two newer 
United Methodist song books, and 
utilize piano accompaniment. Every 
week there are four different stations 
set up for responding to the sermon 
in your own way, and we end with a 
celebration of communion.

10:30 am Sanctuary Service
Our excellent Chancel Choir joins 
with Jonas Nordwall on the organ to 
help create worship that is inspiring 
and powerful. A service with 
organ, choir, and traditional hymns. 
Children’s time and Sunday School 
offered. 

As a Peace Church 
we declare that we will be an 

advocate for peace in our local 
communities and world. 

As a Reconciling Congregation
all are welcome to participate in the 

full life of the church, including all 
races, abilities, ages, classes, gender 
identities, and sexual orientations.

As a Creation Care Congregation 
we advocate for lifestyles and social 

policies which bring healing and 
renewal to our precious Earth.

September 18-October 2   
 “Heaven Can Wait”
 Faith for the Here & Now, Not the 
	 Hereafter

October 9-23  
 “Perfect Love Casts Out Fear” 
 Faith takes us beyond our fears.

October 30-November 20  
 “Loving God With  Your All… Heart, 
 Mind, Soul, Strength”
 The greatest commandment! 

Christianity in a 
Changing World
Sundays 9:00 AM | Room 202  
Looking for a welcoming place 
to explore the big questions at 
the center of human life, and 
the complexities of being a 
compassionate Christian in today’s 
changing world? Then join the 
conversation. All are welcome!

Room 110 Study
Sundays 9:15 AM | Room 110
 • September 18-October 2: Power 
  in Prayer. Martha Powell leads 
  this class on the five forms of 
  prayer and how to better your 
  prayer life.
 • October 16-November 20:  
  Mindful Me. Rev. Donna will lead 
  this class designed to help you 
  be more aware of God’s presence 
  in each moment. Together we 
  will make friends with silence 
  and develop individual practices 
  to deepen personal spirituality. 

The Gathering
Sundays 9:30 AM | Room 204
The Gathering is a community of 
parents of school-age children. 
We meet at the same time as the 
children’s choirs and youth Sunday 
school. Rev. Jeremy leads us each 
week in a time of conversation and 
support—way better than waiting in 
the car or at Starbucks!
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IF YOU ARE NEW TO FIRST 
CHURCH, HERE ARE A FEW 
THINGS THAT YOU MIGHT 
LIKE TO KNOW ... 
 
The Commons AM and  
The Commons in Collins Hall
Come to Collins Hall on Sundays  
from 8:30 AM to 10:15 AM. We’ll 
be open for coffee, juice,  and 
conversation. Then join us after the 
worship service for the Commons in 
Collins Hall and sign up for an activity, 
get information on a current issue, 
check out a book … or just have coffee 
with a friend. Follow the signs from 
the sanctuary.

Nursery Care
Nursery care is available on  
Sunday mornings in Room 211 
from 8:30 a.m. through the worship 
services each week. It is available for 
infants through two years of age. For 
more information see page 8.

A Word about Parking
In addition to the parking next to 
the church, there is also parking 
available in the lots to the east of the 
sanctuary. Visitor parking and parking 
for senior citizens is specially marked 
near the front doors. The MAX and 
Tri-Met buses stop at First Church’s 
entrance onto Jefferson Street.

Greeters are Here to Help!
Have a question? Our greeters wear 
white stoles (strips of fabric) and are 
by the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. 
Ask them any question and they’ll be 
able to find an answer for you. 

First Church Orientation
Sunday, October 9th, Room 202
New to First Church? Longtime visitor 
looking to get more involved? We 
offer First Church Orientations just for 
you! We gather after Sunday worship 
for a light lunch (hosted by our 
Newcomers Team), presentation and 
Q&A with our clergy, and a guided 
building tour. Child care is provided 
and we conclude by about 1:30 PM. 
RSVP with Rev. Jeremy at jsmith@
fumcpdx.org. 
 
New Friend’s Lunch
November 13, December 11
Meet under the umbrella at Coffee 
Hour to go offsite to a no-host lunch 
with our Newcomer’s Team. It’s a great 
way to get to know other folks in the 
church and find things in common.  

Pastoral Care
First Church seeks to provide pastoral 
care for those who are: sick at home 
or in the hospital, in a time of personal 
or family crisis, experiencing grief 
following a death, or in need of 
caring support.  We also seek to keep 
regular contact with our home bound 
members. Pastoral care is provided by 
all the clergy staff as they work with 
members and friends of the church.  
Specific needs and requests should 
be directed to Rev. Dick Storment, our 
Minister of Pastoral Care who can be 
reached at 503/228-3195 ext 233 or at 
dstorment@fumcpdx.org.  

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry.  For more than 20 
years we have had an active Stephen 
Ministry Program at First Church.  This 
program provides caring Christian 
support and friendship through a 
trained lay ministry team. These 
individuals provide a listening ear when 
a crisis arises or after a crisis or life 
change.  They are there when you are 
dealing with a death, prolonged illness, 
or other challenges. The members 
receive intensive training and ongoing 
supervision and training. To receive the 
services of a Stephen Minister, contact 
Rev. Dick Storment, through the church 
office.

visit our website at fumcpdx.org
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WELCOME
   Hospitality Newcomers Caring/Calling                                      

Library Volunteer Orientation   
Sunday, September 25th at 11:45 AM
First Church Library is looking for volunteers to help staff the 
library table in the Commons.  No previous library experience is 
required.  All you need is an interest in books.  This will be a 15 
minute orientation for new volunteers.  The time commitment 
for volunteering is a few minutes before the 10:30 AM worship 
to set up the table and approximately 30 minutes following 

fumcpdx.org


Enjoy The Outdoors
 Hikers
 First Church Birders

Fellowship Groups
 Ping Pong and Board Games
 Bridge Group
 Pathfinders Fellowship
 Terwilliger Fellowship
 Willamette View Fellowship
 All-Comers Book Club 
 SWELL (Single Women Eat Late  
 Lunch)
  TLC (Thursday Lunch Club)
  
Service Groups
 Shovel and Rake Gang
 Families in Action
 Village Support Network
 Goose Hollow Family Shelter
 Office Volunteers
 Greeters
 First Church Companions

Supper Groups
 Regional Supper & Lunch Groups
 Young Adult Supper Group

Interest Groups
 Reconciling Friends
 Chancel Choir
 Bells (for Adults & Young Adults)
 For the Love of the Game of Golf
 P5 Robotics 
 First Church Travelers 
 Partners in Prayer

Common Experience Groups
 Epiphany Women
 Graceful Aging Fellowship
 United Methodist Women

Epiphany Women
Epiphany Women was born from the 
first Women’s Retreat, four years ago, 
when we discovered what power 
there is in getting together across 
generational boundaries as women of 
the church.

This group meets quarterly 
throughout the year in addition to the 
annual Women’s Retreat.  This fall, 
join us on Saturday, October 8th, from 
8:30-10:30 am in the Fireside Room 
for a Potluck Breakfast and time to 
connect with women OF ALL AGES.  
This is truly for women from teens to 
their 90s.  We typically share a meal 
and then for those who wish there 
is an optional activity from 10:30 to 
noon (stay tuned for those details).

Partners In Prayer
This prayer team will be involved in 
a specific prayer ministry for young 
people at FUMC and will practice the 
different types of prayer on a monthly 
basis. Led by Martha Powell. First 
organizational meeting is Wednesday, 
October 5th at 6:00 p.m.

Young Adults
First Supper of the Fall
Monday September 12 | 6:30pm. 
Join in with other younger singles and 
couples for a monthly supper group to 
share what’s going on in your life and 
find out what other events we might 
attend together. 

Annual Women’s Retreat 
Eat, Pray, Laugh!
November. 11-12
Silver Falls State Park 
Conference Center

Rev. Donna and Megan Jones will 
lead us for a 24-hour time away to 
refresh your spirit, connect with other 
women of the church, and relax in 
nature. This year’s Retreat will focus 
on contemplative prayer and mindful 
living.  We will walk in the park, enjoy 
high quality cuisine, make friends 
with silence and extend compassion 
to ourselves and each other.  There 
will be time for creativity, time for 
solitude and time for play.  Early bird 
registration (ends October 23) is $135 
per person; after that you’ll pay $145.  
Register online or in the church office; 
space is limited to 30..

Annual Man Retreat  
Blood Brothers & Spirit Brothers 
November 4-5 
Collins Retreat Center

Guys of all ages are invited for an 
overnight retreat with Rev. Jeremy. 
No matter your age, you are invited. 
Collins Retreat Center is 45 minutes 
outside of Portland. We’ll meet from 
7:00 pm Friday through 7:00 pm on 
Saturday.  Cost for the retreat is $105 
per person; you can register beginning 
October 1  through our church office.
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Small Groups Retreats

CONNECT

Sign up for groups at 
fumcpdx.org/groups
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Chancel Choir 
The Chancel Choir sings for Sunday 
morning worship services. Directed by 
Erick Lichte, it rehearses on Thursday 
evenings from 7:00 – 9:00 pm.  All 
are welcome to sing in this volunteer 
choir.  Thursday rehearsals begin on 
September 15.

Sanctuary Bell Choir
 Under the direction of Kris Sparks, 
this choir rehearses on Wednesday 
evenings beginning September 7th 
in Room 202 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
They provide music for worship, 
playing 5 (and sometimes 6) octaves 
of Schulmerich handbells. The only 
requirements for membership are the 
ability to read music and a personal 
commitment to a lot of fun and 
regular attendance. 

Sanctuary Bells will play for worship 
on September 25, October 23 and 
November 20.

Cherub Choir 
Directed by Nancy Nordwall, the 
Cherub Choir is for children in 
Kindergarten through Second Grade. 
This choir meets on Sunday mornings 
beginning September 11th in Room 
206 from 9:30 – 10:15.  They will sing 
for worship on October 30, November 
20 and December 18.

Sound Seekers Choir
Directed by Ronnee Edwards, the 
Sound Seekers Choir is for children 
in grades 3 – 6.  This choir rehearses 
on Sunday mornings beginning 
September 11th in Room 130 from 
9:30 – 10:15. They are singing for 
worship on October 9, November 20 
and December 18.

Genesis Bell Choir 
Directed by Karin McDonough, 
Genesis is the handbell choir for 
grades 3 – 5 and meets on Sunday 
after church at 12:00 in room 130 
starting on September 18.

juBELLation Choir
Directed by Karin McDonough, 
juBELLation is the handbell choir 
for ringers in grade 6 through high 
school (and sometimes college). They 
rehearse on Tuesday evenings in 
Room 130 from 6:30 – 8:00 beginning 
on September 13.

NEW Youth Choir & Band 
Ronnee Edwards and Jonas Nordwall 
are directing a new youth choir and 
band/orchestra to meet immediately 
after church (and before UMY) in 
the Chapel for 30 minutes beginning 
September 18th. If you are in grades 
7 – 12, come sing with Ronnee and 
play instruments with Jonas. The first 
meeting will be one of planning so be 
there to have your ideas heard. Come 
September 18!

Adults Children Youth

JOYFUL MUSIC

CHOIR RETREAT The choir will read through 
music that will be sung 
during the Fall and Advent/
Christmas seasons, eat 
together, get to know each 
other and have a great time 
in community! We want 
anyone that would like to 
sing in the choir this year to 
come to the retreat!

SEPTEMBER 9-10

For More Information 
about participating in the music 
program at First Church, contact 
Kelly Qualls.503-228-3195 x 235 or 
kqualls@fumcpdx.org.
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Olive Oil Sale
September 18 | Collins Hall
This church has supported Palestine 
farmers through a cooperative that 
sells their olive oil. Sarah Baker 
and Barbara Jenkins will have their 
products available after church.  The 
extra virgin olive oil comes from 
several different varieties of olive 
trees, and directly from the farmers 
that grow the olives.  Look for 
them in Collins Hall.
 
Missionary Forum
October 2, 
Photojournalist, 
Paul Jeffery, 
and a Vancouver 
Washington native,  
will present a program 
at 12 noon in the Fireside 
Room. This United Methodist 
Missionary travels the world 
documenting the lives of people 
living with disasters, such as;  wars, 
floods, earthquakes, and displaced 
people.  He will show his pictures 
and talk about the stories behind 
them. He shares with us “our church 
in action”.  Paul is one of the three 
missionaries this church is in a 
Covenant Relationship with.   
 
UMCOR Kit at Magruder
October 28, 29, and 30th,  This 
church supports UMCOR, by 
providing kits for the warehouse in 
Salt Lake City.  A weekend workshop 
will take  place at Camp Magruder, 
on the Oregon coast. This conference 
wide workshop, started by our 
church, will sew items to supply the 
kits. Some items are School Bags, 
baby jackets, and gowns. This camp 
is open to all who want to help with 
supplying items for the kits. You can 
submit your application to attend 
through the Conference, Camp 
Ministries Desk.

Chinook Book Coupon Kickoff
Sunday, September 11th 
Visit the Planet Church table after 
church on Sunday, September 11th 
for a first look at the 2016 Chinook 
Books and Mobile Apps, a resource 
providing a treasure trove of coupons 
for discounts at eco-friendly local 
businesses. Revenue from the sale of 
Chinook Books supports the efforts 
of Planet Church, including eco-

upgrades at First Church.

Nature Celebration
November 6 | Collins Hall
God’s Creation is bursting 
with beauty, as well as life-
giving forces. Join Planet 

Church as we celebrate the 
amazing gifts of nature with some 

fun craft-making and other activities.  
All ages welcome.  Collins Hall after 
10:30 am worship.

First Church Birders
Saturday, November 12th, the First 
Church Birders will venture out to 
Sherwood and the Tualatin River 
National Wildlife Refuge, 19255 SW 
Pacific Hwy, Sherwood, OR. We’ll be 
focusing on raptors and wintering 
waterfowl. Meet at the refuge at 
9:30 am; those wishing to caravan or 
carpool should meet at the church at 
9:00 am. We will plan to be out for 
two to three hours, so bring a snack 
and binoculars if you have them, and 
dress for the weather.

For More 
Information 
about 
participating 
in outreach 
programs at First 
Church, contact Mark Ohlson at. 
503-228-3195 x 220 or mohlson@
fumcpdx.org.

Community Warehouse Drive 
September 11, 18, and 25.
Portland’s Community Warehouse 
takes used goods and puts them to 
good use!  They take furniture and 
all kinds of household goods and 
redistribute them to neighbors in 
need. The Warehouse helps over 60 
families (many recently homeless) 
every week by turning their empty 
housing into comfortable, functional 
homes.  Collections will be in the 
Narthex. 

Voter Forum at First Church
October 16
Jan Elfers, the Executive Director of 
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, and 
Britt Conroy, Public Policy Director, 
will lead a forum after worship on 
Sunday, October 16th. They will 
bring and distribute a Ballot Measure 
Guide written by EMO which describe 
in detail their positions on various 
ballot measures Oregon voters will 
be voting on in the November 8th 
General Election. A light lunch is 
provided and a Q&A session with 
EMO will follow.  

First Church Goes 
to the Food Bank
TBA in October
Portland Food Bank
Several times per year, our Church 
and Society team organizes trips 
to volunteer at the Oregon Food 
Bank, serving in the food re-packing 
room with other community minded 
volunteers.  Bulk food received by 
the Food Bank is packaged into family 
sized portions to be distributed to 
hungry Oregon families. If you’d like 
to join us for this, check the sign-up 
sheet at the Outreach Table in Collins 
Hall after worship starting Sunday, 
October 2. 

Global Missions Planet Church Church & Society

BEYOND CHURCH WALLS
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Nursery Care
Nursery care is provided on Sunday 
mornings for infants and young 
children, available at 8:30 AM until 
12:15 pm.  If a special event follows 
the morning worship service, nursery 
care will be extended.    Nursery 
staff are trained in First Aid and 
are CPR certified.  The nursery 
can be requested for other events 
throughout the week.  Please contact 
Megan Jones if you would like the 
nursery to be available during a 
weekly event, Bible study, meeting, or 
rehearsal.  
 
Sunday School
Sunday school classes for children 
are held each Sunday morning from 
10:45 am to 11:30 am.  Children 
are dismissed from the 10:30 am 
worship service directly following 
the Children’s Message. Parents 
are to meet their child(ren) at their 
classroom following worship.  
  
2s & 3s & Pre-K  ...............  Room 208
Kindergarten  ...................  Room 205
1st & 2nd Grade A  ........... Room 206
1st & 2nd Grade B  ........... Room 209
3rd & 4th Grade  ..............  Room 133
5th & 6th Grade  ..............  Room 125

Momentum
Momentum is a student ministry 
specially designed for fifth and sixth 
graders, focusing on bible education, 
increased involvement in worship, 
character building, and nurturing peer 
interaction.  Students participate in 
weekly Bible Study from 10:45 am to 
11:30 am on Sunday mornings in Room 
125 (the youth room).  Momentum 
also steps out of the classroom to 
foster friendships among students and 
families during fellowship activities and 
service projects. 

Acolyte Training 
Sunday, September 25 
All children, 2nd grade and up, are 
invited to be acolytes. Acolytes are an 
important part of our worship service 
and we depend on the children of 
the church to provide us with this 
tradition.  Our acolyte coordinator, 
Chris Blakemore, along with Rev. 
Jeremy will be facilitating a training 
session following the morning worship 
service on September 25 in the 
sanctuary.  Both parents and students 
should plan to attend.

Third Grade Bible Retreat
November 19 & 20
All third grade students are invited to 
attend this year’s Third Grade Bible 
Retreat.  Join Megan and Jeremy for 
a fun day of Bible education, games, 
and food.  Students and families 
should plan to attend worship on 
November 20, where they will take 
part in a special presentation.
 
Super Sundays
Super Sundays are fun evening activity 
times for kids and an opportunity 
for parents to fellowship together. 
Children participate in planned 
activities at the church, hosted by 
Megan and other volunteers, while 
parents have dinner together at a 
restaurant of their choosing. Nursery 
is provided. The next Super Sunday 
will be Sunday, September  18 
beginning at 4:00 PM. 

Families in Action (FIA) is a bi-monthly 
service opportunity for the whole 
family to join with other families for 
fellowship while accomplishing acts of 
kindness. A few of our upcoming FIA 
projects are:

Swan Island Trail Cleanup
Saturday, October 8th, 1pm – 4pm
Join Families in Action and Planet 
Church for a trail cleanup. This will be 
the first of two SOLVE Adopt-a-River 
cleanups (the second to be scheduled 
for spring). Meet at the church for 
caravanning and carpooling at 1pm. 
Wear appropriate shoes and dress for 
the weather. We should be through 
by 3:30pm, and back to the church by 
4pm. 

Trick or Treat for UNICEF
Saturday, October 29, 3:00 PM
The whole family is invited to come 
dressed in your Halloween costumes 
and take part in a fun, door to door 
fundraiser, giving kids the opportunity 
to help kids around the world. Bring 
a festive snack to share with the 
group, following our trick-or-treating. 
UNICEF collection boxes will be 
provided. 

8
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CHILDREN & FAMILIES
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Sundays United Methodist Youth Volunteer

YOUTH & CONFIRMATION

Youth Bible Study
High School youth, 9th - 12th grade, 
meet in Room 136, beginning at 9:30 
am on Sunday mornings.  Our youth 
discuss Biblical and spiritual topics, 
current events, and subjects that are 
relevant to youth today. 

Confirmation Class
Confirmation is offered to all of 
our 7th and 8th grade students.  
Students meet weekly on Sunday 
mornings from 9:30 am to 10:20 
am in Room 125. In addition to the 
class, supplemental field trips are 
available, providing opportunities to 
delve deeper into a particular topic, 
or to give students the opportunity to 
experience the worship practices of 
other faiths.   
 • Our first Confirmation field 
  trip will be Friday, September 
  23 for a service at Temple 
  Beth Israel in NW Portland, 
  beginning at 6:00 PM. 
 • Confirmands are also invited 
  to an All-Youth party at Anne 
  and Jeff Kayser’s house 
  Sunday, September 25 
  following our FUMC 10:30 AM 
  worship.

All youth, 7th – 12th grade are invited 
to participate in any United Methodist 
Youth (UMY) events that take place at 
the church or offsite.  Friends of youth 
are always welcome to attend.

UMY After Church
Sundays, 12:00 – 2:00 PM
UMY meets bi-weekly, generally in 
the Youth Room where we have lunch 
together, participate in discussions, 
projects, and games.  Occasionally, 
UMY After Church meets offsite were 
we eat together and participate in a 
special activity.  Upcoming UMY dates 
and events are:
 • September 25 – All-Youth Party 
  at Anne & Jeff Kayser’s House
 • October 2 – Youth are invited to 
  participate in Sellwood/Milwaukie 
  Sunday Parkways
 • October 16 – UMY in the youth 
  room
 •  October 30 – Youth will assist 
  with Children’s Fall Festival 
  followed by lunch

UMY Friday Nights 
Fridays, 6:30 – 9:30 PM
UMY also includes special Friday night 
events throughout the year, meeting 
either at the church or offsite.  
 • Our next UMY Friday night event 
  will be dinner downtown followed 
  by mini golf at Glowing Greens 
  on Friday, October 7. Students can 
  be dropped off and picked up at 
  the church. We will use Trimet 
  MAX to get downtown. 

Fall Festival
Sunday, October 29
Youth are encouraged to help run 
game stations during the children’s 
Fall Festival and help with cleanup.  
Lunch will provided afterward. 

Pancake Lunch
Sunday, November 27
All Confirmation and High School 
Students, plan to help prepare and 
serve a pancake lunch for during 
Collins Coffee Hour and Advent 
Wreath Making event.  

Oregon Food Bank
Youth are encouraged to participate 
in our all church volunteerism at 
the Oregon Food Bank. For more 
information see Church & Society, on 
page 7. 

For More Information 
about participating in any 
chilldren and/or youth programs 
at First Church, contact Megan 
Jones.503-228-3195 x 227 or 
mjones@fumcpdx.org
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Circle of Friends
Fourth Wednesday, Noon in the 
Fireside Room
Bring a sack lunch. Dessert and 
beverage are provided.

Naomi Circle
Fourth Thursdays, 2:00 PM
Club Room at Terwilliger Plaza

Ruth Circle
Third Wednesdays, Noon in Room 202
Bring a sack lunch.  Dessert and 
beverage provided.

Tabitha Circle
Second Mondays, 10:00 AM to 4:00 
PM in Room 202
Projects include baby gowns and 
sweater/jackets, school bags, mend 
the robes for the cherub choir and 
make Biblical costumes for the Sunday 
School rooms.  

Book Chat
First Wednesdays, 1:00 PM, after 
UMW Unit meeting in the Fireside 
Room. Discuss and explore new 
insights.  Books are selected to expand 
understanding and participation in 
God’s mission for humanity in this 
changing world.

Columbia District 
Annual Meeting 
Gresham United Methodist Church.  
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Paul Jeffry, 
Senior Correspondent, Response 
Magazine - October 1.

Paul Jeffrey Forum 
Noon in the Fireside Room at FUMC 
- Speaker: Rev. Paul Jeffry, Senior 
Correspondent, Response Magazine. 
For more information see Global 
Missions, Page 7 - October 2.  

Oregon/Idaho Conference 
Annual Meeting
Hillview United Methodist Church, 
Boise, Idaho - October 22. 

Kit Kamp - Camp Magruder
Sew kits or school bags for UMCOR. 
For more information see Global 
Missions on page 7 - October 27-30.

United Methodist Women Unit 
Gatherings are the first Wednesday 
of each month, at 10:00 AM in 
the Fireside Room. The following 
meetings are scheduled as:
 • September 7, 2016: Welcome 
  Aboard! Pizza and salad lunch 
  provided with the church staff as 
  our guests. 
 • October 5, 2016: Regular Program
 • November 2, 2016:  Pledge 
  Service  - Come celebrate and 
  commit to supporting UMW’s 
  local, national, & global outreach. 
  Program - Areas of Mission

For More Information 
on the United Methodist Women, 
please visit their website at www.
umoi.org/UMW. 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
OregonIdahoUMW)
Twitter: twitter.com/UMWomen)

Circles Special Events Unit Gatherings

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Pathfinders
Pathfinders is a group of friends 
who meet monthly at 11:30 
a.m. in room 202 to enjoy each 
other's company and catch up 
on what is new in each other's 
lives.  A favorite dish is brought 
to share for a potluck lunch 
followed by a program that 
covers a variety of subjects to 
expand knowledge and provide 
entertainment. Meets on these 
dates: September 3, October 1, 
November 5. 

VIBRANT LIVING

First Church Travelers Creative Spirits

Pendleton Woolen Mills 
Washougal Tour
Wednesday, October 25 see the 
process firsthand from the dye-house 
through spinning and weaving of the 
distinctive Pendleton Indian blankets 
on this factory tour. Conclude with 
viewing the selection of blankets, 
fabrics, and clothing in the Mill Store. 
A group lunch will follow the tour. 
Meet at the Church at 9:00 AM for 
carpooling; cost is $12.00 [Lunch at 
your own expense]. Register and pay 
in the Church Office by October 10th. 
503.228-3195

Collins Hall Art Displays 
for Fall 2016:
Come see our amazing offerings from 
our talented membership. If you 
have an interest in displaying any 
of your work in Collins Hall, contact 
Larry Sawyer or Ruth Green, in the 
month prior to the display. Here is the 
schedule for this fall:           
 • September/October
  FUMC Photographers
 • November/December
  Quilts
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Over 20 years ago, First Church 
members voted to become a 
“reconciling congregation,” the term 
United Methodists use for a church 
open and affirming to all people, 
regardless of sexual orientation.  
Today Reconciling Ministries works 
toward full participation of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities in 
the life of the international United 
Methodist Church, both in policy 
and in practice. All church members 
and visitors are welcome to attend 
Reconciling Ministries events. 

Special Dates:
• September 11 Rally Day: Sell t-shirts
• November 27: World AIDS Day

Reconciling Ministry 
Advocacy/ Fellowship
Where do we go from here?
3rd Sunday September 18, 2016
Room 202, Noon - 1 pm
Pastor Donna Pritchard will lead us in 
a discussion of the impact of General 
Conference and the direction the 
United Methodist Church and FUMC 
will be heading in the year to come.
Potluck lunch, bring something to 
share!

World AIDS Day 
Discussion and 
Ribbon Making 
3rd Sunday 
November 20, 2016
Room 202, Noon — 1 pm

Join us in the discussion of preparing 
for World AIDS Day and the making of 
AIDS ribbons to distribute at worship 
service on 11/27/2016.Bring snacks to 
share!

Bring a friend/ Make a friend
3rd Sunday October 16, 2016
12:30 pm, leaving from church. 
We will be going out to lunch at Pine 
Street Market.Bring a friend to share 
good food and fellowship while we 
savor the different offerings of Pine 
Street, 126 SW 2nd Ave., Portland. We 
will be taking the Max from church, 
or you can meet us there at around 
12:45. Cost of lunch is on your own.

Reconciling Ministries

TRANSFORM THE WORLD

Portland Homeless Family Solutions 
(PHFS) operates the Goose Hollow 
Family Shelter, a temporary shelter 
for homeless families with children 
located at First Church. PHFS has many 
ways that you can engage with them 
to help make a difference in the 
lives of homeless families 
with children.

Goose Hollow
Volunteer 
Orientations
 • September 28th 5pm 
 • October 10th 5pm
 • October 26th 5pm
 • November 8th 5pm
 • November 30th 5pm

13 Salmon Volunteer
Orientations
 • September 15th 6:15pm
 • October 3rd 6:15pm
 • November 7th 6:15pm

Join the PHFS volunteer team 
Come learn more about our 

various volunteer opportunities 
by attending an upcoming 
orientation! RSVP with Bethany 
Rocci at bethany@pdxhfs.org

Family Reunion Fundraiser
Join us for PHFS’ biggest fundraising 
event of the year! Last year the 
2015 Family Reunion Fundraiser 
made a recording-breaking $102,000 
to provide support to families 

experiencing homelessness in Portland 
- all thanks to our amazing supporters!
The 2016 Family Reunion Fundraiser 
will be a night to honor why we do 
what we do: to raise support for 
homeless families with children. 
This year’s event will include dinner, 
drinks, live auction, paddle raise, and 
a variety of Family Reunion games and 
entertainment. 

Tickets Available At: 
https://pdxhfs.ejoinme.
org/frfindividualtickets

For Questions
Contact Emma Hoyle 
at emma@pdxhfs.org. 

Portland Homeless Family Solutions
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SNEAK PEEK

Youth Events 
(Confirmation & High School)
  Christmas Party 
  Saturday, December 17 | 6:00 PM 
		Winter	Retreat	at	Suttle	Lake
  January 14-16, 2017  
  Registration Deposit: $35.00

Christmas Dinner Theater
By Momentum & Confirmation
  Dress Rehearsal
  Saturday, November 19 | 10:00 AM 
  Performance: Uncle Phil's Diner
   Friday, December 2 | 5:00 PM | Collins Hall

Christmas Pageant 
Pre K - 4th Grade
		Interest	Meeting
  Sunday, November 6 | 11:30 AM | Room 202
  Readers Only Rehearsal
  Sunday, December 4 | 11:45 AM | Room 202
  All-Cast Dress Rehearsal
  Saturday, December 17 | 10:00 AM | Sanctuary
  Performance in Sunday Worship
  Sunday, December 18 | 10:30 AM Sanctuary

All Church Event
  Wreath Making & 
		Pancake	Lunch
  Sunday, November 27
  Noon | Collins Hall

Sermon Series 
  If Only In My Dreams:
  Breaking Christmas 
  out of its cultural container

Holiday Village 
Save the Date! December 16

Every year Portland Homesless Family Solutions 
hosts a holiday party for our families in shelter. 
We also extend the invitation to any of our 
families who accessed services earlier in the 
year. There will be music, a Santa Claus and 
elves, games and crafts for kids, and parents will 
have the opportunity to shop for their children's 
holiday gifts. Please save the date and consider 
volunteering or hosting a donation drive to 
collect items for this event! Contact Emma Hoyl at 
emma@pdxhfs.org for more information.

Advent

mailto:office@fumcpdx.org
fumcpdx.org
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