
CIRCUIT RIDER
February 24, 2016    Volume 22, Issue 4    www.fumcpdx.org  

First United Methodist Church of Portland

WORSHIP 
AT FIRST 
CHURCH 

As a Peace Church, 
we declare that we 
will be an advocate 
for peace in our local 
communities and 
world. 

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
all are welcome to participate 
in the full life of the church, 
including all races, abilities, 
ages, classes, gender identities, 
and sexual orientations.

As a Creation Care Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles and 
social policies which bring 
healing and renewal to our 
precious Earth.

PALM SUNDAY GOOD FRIDAY EASTER

MARCH 20 MARCH 25 MARCH 27
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From the Pastor

“Strategic Planning”… it’s a phrase that does not always inspire a lot of 
confidence, especially in faith communities where plans get written and 
so often sit on a shelf gathering dust.  Our recent experience has been 
different, and has given us new motivation and commitment to think 
strategically and plan accordingly.  Take a look at this re-cap and this look 
ahead from our Lay Leaders, lifting up. 

Grace and Peace, 

Rev. Donna  “A Win-Win. 
  And Then Some.”

It’s been said that a “win-win” situation is, to quote Broadway’s Dr. Pangloss, the “best of all possible 
worlds.”* This notion gives us occasion to wonder about the meaning of something similar, the so-
called “win-win-win” situation. This happy riddle crosses our minds as we consider the conclusion of 
our 2012-15 Strategic Plan for First Church. Let us explain.

You may recall that First Church leaders in 2011-12 put forth a three-year Strategic Plan to guide the 
congregation’s future ministries and outreach, and to align these efforts with our values and hopes. 
Briefly stated, the Plan called for: (1) enhanced small-group settings (classes, ministries and more); (2) 
wider engagement of youth and young adults through service, mission, social justice, fellowship and 
study; (3) creating new worship experiences for “new audiences”; (4) a social justice project involving 
a local grade school; and (5) connecting more deeply with our communications through enhanced use 
of modern, social media. Each of these goals were tied to tangible, measurable goals (in other words, 
real numbers).

The good news (the first “win”) is that but for one of those five categories, our congregation met 
and mostly exceeded the goals we set for ourselves. Small groups are thriving; the youth and young 
adult programs are growing, showing more and promise every day; we are enjoying success with a 
new worship experience every Sunday at 8:30 a.m.; and our communications program is firing all 
cylinders.** (Only the social justice project, Goal #4, fell short, but more about that later.)
Last fall, many church leaders met in a Saturday morning session to consider the conclusion of 
the three-year plan, and just last month, our Parish Conference did the same. On both occasions, 
participants focused on the future with one question firmly in mind: Where do we go from here? The 
short answer: Let’s build on our successes! (The second “win.”)

During the next several weeks, our Parish and Ministry Conferences will consider again our 
congregation’s future and will weigh ideas to take us there. An early consensus is that we should re-
embrace most of the current goals and continue to build on our past gains. Now, here’s our question: 
Do you agree? If there is room for improvement, enhancement or change, we certainly want to know 
about it. As for Goal #4 (the social justice project, a partnership with an area elementary school), we 
acknowledge that it was unmet. However, we consider it both a “lesson learned” and an opportunity 
not only to learn more about ourselves as a congregation, but also an opportunity to discern our 

Continued on next page ... 
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United

 Methodist

WoMen

Calendar

Prayers

Wednesday, March 2
Fireside Room
10:00 am UMW Unit
Program:  Join the Campaign to 
End Immigrant Family Detention 
in the United States

Wednesday, March 2
Fireside Room
1:00 am Book Chat
Chair: Sandra Howard 
503.652.5068.

Monday, March 14
Room 202
10:00 am Tabitha Circle
Project: School bags, gowns and  
lined jackets for UMCOR 
Chairs:  Kay Ward 503.915.7974 
and Erin Riley 503.709.5469

Wednesday, March 16
Room 202
12:00 am Ruth Circle
Program:  Discussion on 
tolerance 
Chair:  Marilyn Weber 
503.241.4081 

Prayer of Sympathy For:
The family of Ben Owre.  Ben 
pasted away this last week and 
services will be later this spring.    

Prayers of Concern For: 
Elaine Jones has had surgery and 
is slowly recovering.

Nancy Meyer, Jen Martin’s mother 
was diagnosed with Lymphoma. 

Continued Prayers For
Elaine Jones, Annie Calhoun, 
Jim Manuel, Richie Muckridge, 
Marion Hollenberg, Karla Meyers. 

A memorial service for Ed 
Pittaway will be held Sunday 
afternoon March 6th at 3:00 p.m. 
here at the church.     

true call for a local, meaningful 
engagement in social justice.
So, here’s what to look for: 
Over the next several weeks, 
the lay leaders and others will 
brainstorm ideas for future 
social justice ministries, and, as 
needed, fine-tune the ongoing 
goals. After input 

from both the Ministry and 
Parish Conferences, an updated 
Strategic Plan for 2016-19 
will come before a church 
conference by summer, just as 
we start our new church year 
and elect new officers. (A third 
“win!”)

Trusting the old adage that the 
future is not a spectator sport, 
we welcome suggestions and 
inquiries. Please contact your 
lay leaders with your ideas, 
hopes and dreams. We hope 
you, like us, are excited about 
our future together. We are 
convinced, “It’s the best of all 
possible worlds!”

    Allison Anderson, 
    Janice Gratton 
    Paul Nickell
   Your Lay Leader Team

   *   From the Broadway play, 
        “Candide,” an operetta with 
        music composed by Leonard 
        Bernstein, based on the 
        novella of the same name 
        by the French author and 
        satirist, Voltaire.

**To see a copy of “First Fruits”  
2012-2015 Strategic Plan go to 
fumdpdx.org/firstfruits/

PATHFINDERS   
   
Saturday, March 5
Room 202 | 11:30 AM 
Program:  Guest Ginny 
Maffett will share 
the findings of the 
accidental discovery of 
a plant not seen since 
the 1930's and thought 
to be extinct. Please 
call Dallas and Sharon Boge at 
503.357.7688 if you plan to attend 
and the dish you will provide.  
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“A Win-Win. And Then Some.” 
Continued ...

OMSI “Jerusalem” IMAX Movie/
Oregon Rail Heritage Center Tour

Join us March 18 for this double-
feature tour; a special showing of 
Jerusalem on the IMAX screen, 
group lunch at the OMSI Theory 
Café and an afternoon seeing 
restored steam locomotives 
and vintage rail cars. Featured 
is the Southern Pacific 4449, 
better known as the Bicentennial 
Freedom Train. Meet at the Church 
at 9:30 AM with a return around 
3:00 PM; ride with us on the MAX 
to and from the event. Register in 
the Church Office by March 9. Cost 
is $15.00 with lunch at your own 
expense.
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SUPER SUNDAYS

Super Sundays are fun evening 
activity times for kids and an 
opportunity for parents to 
fellowship together. Children 
participate in planned activities at 
the church, hosted by Megan and 
other volunteers, while parents 
have dinner at a restaurant 
of their choosing. Nursery 
is provided. The next Super 
Sunday will be Sunday, March 6, 
beginning at 4:00 PM.

?THINKING ABOUT JOINING

New Member Orientation will be 
Sunday, March 13. RSVP with Rev. 
Jeremy at jsmith@fumcpdx.org. 

One time each year, the fourth Sunday of Lent is dedicated to collecting money to 
pay the overhead of UMCOR, (United Methodist Committee on Relief).  This makes 
it possible for The United Methodist Church to give 100% of donated money to the 
project it is intended to serve.  Your gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing makes this 
possible. Only once each year you have the opportunity to share in paying the rental 

fee, administration expenses and anything associated in keeping this great organization 
functioning.  

 
This year, on the day, our church will be packing Health Kits to send to UMCOR. You have the opportunity 
to bring kit items Sunday, February 28, and also on March 6th, the day we pack the kits. So bring some 
items for the kits and take part in this great church activity.

•   1 hand towel
      o   15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches;
      o   Kitchen, cleaning, and 
           microfiber towels not acceptable.
•   1 washcloth
•   1 comb
      o   Comb needs to be sturdy and 
           longer than 6 inches long;
      o   No pocket combs or picks please;
      o   Rattail combs and combs without 

           handles are acceptable with a 
           minimum of 6 inches of teeth.
•   1 metal nail file or nail clippers
      o   No emery boards, please.
•   1 bath-size soap
      o   3 oz. and larger sizes only;
      o   No Ivory or Jergens soap due to 
           moisture content;
      o   Do not remove from original 
           packaging.

•   1 toothbrush
      o   Adult size only;
      o   Do not remove from original 
           packaging.
•   6 adhesive bandages
      o   ¾ inch to 1 inch-size;
      o   Common household Band-Aids.
•   1 plastic bag
      o   One-gallon size sealable bag only.
•   $1.00 to purchase toothpaste

Creative Spirits Presents:

T h r e e  A r t i s t s 
Sundays March 6th - April 10th

Coll ins Hall

If you have questions, or wish to exhibit artwork, contact 
Larry Sawyer - 503-771-1616 | larry_sawyer@comcast.net

mailto:office@fumcpdx.org
fumcpdx.org
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Lent is a season of 40 days, not 
counting Sundays, which begins on 
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 10 this year) 
and ends the day before Easter.  
Traditionally Lent has been a time of 
repentance, fasting, self-reflection 
and renewal.  Here at First Church we 
will use this time of preparation for 
Easter by hearing the stories of the 
season in some new ways.

SUNDAYS IN LENT

The Sunday morning sermon series 
“Off the Record -  Lent from the 
Backside” will offer a little different 
perspective as we go “Off the 
Record” with the devil, with Herod, 
with Lazarus, with the woman with 
the alabaster jar, with Judas, and 
with the celebrating crowd on Palm 
Sunday.

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT

Each Wednesday between Feb. 10 
and March 16, come to the Fireside 
Room for a light supper from 5:30 
to 6:15, followed by a time of 
singing, praying and reflecting “On 
the Record”, as several of our own 
members relate their personal faith 
stories and answer the question 
“Who is God – and what difference 
does God make to me?”.   Kendall 
Martin, Catherine Kerrigan, David 
Edwards, Martha Powell, Moses 
Wambalaba and Ken Wood will each 
take a week “on the record” with 
you.

PALM SUNDAY

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday 
on March 20.  We will begin 10:30 
worship in Collins Hall with a 
remembrance of Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem then hear more 
of the story in our Sanctuary with 
music, Scripture, and preaching.  

GOOD FRIDAY

Join us on Good Friday – March 25 – 
at 7:00 pm for the rest of the story.  
We will move together through the 
“Holy Week Experience,” a moving 
service of remembrance and hope. 
Together we will experience:

   •   Communion and the story of 
        Jesus’ Last Supper (in the 
        chapel)
   •    Prayers in the Garden 
         (Brockman Courtyard), 
         reminiscent of Jesus’ time in 
         Gethsemane
   •    Decisions at the intersection 
         (inside our building), 
         remembering Peter’s denial 
         and our own
   •   Jesus’ suffering and death (in 
        the sanctuary), reflecting on 
        why we call it “good” Friday

EASTER

On Easter Sunday – March 27th – we 
will pull out all the joyous stops for 
a celebration of resurrection in our 
Sanctuary at 9 am and again  at 11 
am. Join us as we share God’s gift of 
new life and steadfast love.

APRIL/MAY FULL OF SPECIAL 
SUNDAY

April and May are so full of Special 
Sundays that there is no theme 
for these months. Spring Retreat, 
Youth Sunday, Children’s Spring 
Musical, Confirmation, Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day, and more! Each week 
is a celebration!

EARLY SERVICE

The Early Service is a contemplative 
service using contemporary music in 
our beautiful modern Chapel. After 
the sermon is an open response 
time where prayer, wisdom, 
creative arts, and offering stations 
are visited. The service ends with 
weekly communion, to which all are 
welcome. Come at 8:30 a.m. Sundays 
in the Chapel.
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WELCOME
HOSPITALITY NEWCOMERS CARING MINISTRY

New to First Church? Here are a few 
things that you might like to know ... 

THE COMMONS AM AND THE 
COMMONS IN COLLINS HALL 
Come to Collins Hall on Sundays from 
8:30 AM to 10:15 AM. We’ll be open for 
coffee, juice, and conversation. Then 
join us after the worship service for the 
Commons in Collins Hall and sign up for 
an activity, get information on a current 
issue, check out a book … or just have 
coffee with a friend. Follow the signs 
from the Sanctuary. 

NURSERY CARE 
Nursery care is available on Sunday 
mornings in Room 211 from 8:30 AM 
through the worship service each week. 
It is available for infants through three 
years of age. For more information see 
page 10. 

A WORD ABOUT PARKING
 In addition to the parking next to the 
church, there is also parking available 
in the lots to the east of the Sanctuary. 
Visitor parking and parking for senior 
citizens is specially marked near the 
front doors. The MAX and Tri-Met buses 
stop at First Church’s entrance onto 
Jefferson Street. 

GREETERS ARE HERE TO HELP! 
Have a question? Our greeters wear 
white stoles (strips of fabric) and are by 
the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings. Ask 
them any question and they’ll be able to 
find an answer for you. 

FIRST CHURCH ORIENTATIONS
First Church Orientations will be held 
on March 13 and June 5. New to First 
Church? Longtime visitor looking to get 
more involved? We offer First Church 
Orientations bimonthly just for you! 
We gather after Sunday worship for a 
light lunch (hosted by our Newcomers 
Team), presentation and Q&A with our 
clergy, and a guided building tour. Child 
care is provided and we conclude by 
about 1:30 PM. RSVP with Rev. Jeremy 
(jsmith@fumcpdx.org).

GOING DEEPER
Want to Go Deeper? April 6, 13, 
20 | 6:00 pm / Fireside Room. The 
Newcomers Team offers a small group, 
“Going Deeper,” that meets for three 
weeks of supper and Methodism 101. 
It is taught by our clergy. Sign up in 
the Small Group guide (fumcpdx.org/
groups) or by contacting Rev. Jeremy or 
Martha Powell.

PASTORAL CARE
First Church seeks to provide pastoral 
care for those who are: sick at home or 
in the hospital, in a time of personal or 
family crisis, experiencing grief following 
a death, or in need of caring support.  
Pastoral care is provided by all the clergy 
staff as they work with members and 
friends of the church. 

FIRST CHURCH COMPANIONS
Companions maintain active 
connections with church members 
and friends who can no longer attend 
because of age, health or other life 
circumstances. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY
The Stephen ministry program at 
First Church provides caring Christian 
support and friendship through a 
trained lay ministry team. These 
individuals provide a listening ear when 
a crisis arises. They are there when you 
are dealing with a death, prolonged 
illness, or other challenges.   

Specific needs and requests should 
be directed to Rev. Dick Storment, our 
Minister of Pastoral Care who can be 
reached at 503/228-3195 ext 233 or at 
dstorment@fumcpdx.org.  

fumcpdx.org


CHRISTIANITY IN A CHANGING WORLD
Sundays 9:00 a.m. / Room 202  
Join a lively adult discussion of 
Stephen J. Patterson’s Passion: 
Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus. 
Dr. Patterson is professor of Religion 
and Ethics at Willamette University.

ROOM 110 STUDY
Sundays 9:15 a.m. / Room 110
Feb/March: “Convictions” taught by 
Rev. Dick Storment.  The class will 
use the late Dr. Marcus Borg’s book 
Convictions to guide conversations 
on what matters to one another and 
how do we hold those convictions in 
a diverse world. Book not required for 
conversation, but it is encouraged.
April: “Churches Saving Nature” 
taught by Rev. Jim Ruyle.  See Page 9.

THE GATHERING
Sundays 9:30 a.m. / Room 204
The Gathering is a community of 
parents of school-age children. 
We meet at the same time as the 
children’s choirs and youth Sunday 
school. Rev. Jeremy leads us in a time 
of conversation and support—way 
better than waiting in the car or at 
Starbucks! 

Small Groups are terrific ways to make 
our larger church feel smaller. Did you 
know half of FUMC’s congregation is 
involved in a small group? We hope 
that our members will get involved in 
one other activity along with Sunday 
morning worship--and you have 
responded to the call! 

Sign up today at fumcpdx.org/groups 
or grab a brochure in the church 
office. 

THE ALL-COMER’S BOOK CLUB. 

The All-Comer’s Book Club meets on 
the third Mondays of the month in the 
Library at 7:00 p.m. Here’s their Spring 
schedule:

   •   March 21st - nonfiction, Short  
        Nights of the Shadow Catcher by 
        Timothy Egan
   •   April 18th - fiction, Ordinary 
        Grace by William Kent Krueger
   •   May 23rd -  nonfiction, Astoria by 
        Peter Stark

AFTER HOURS 
PREACHER’S 
PUB IN MARCH 
WEDNESDAY! 
March 16  7:00 
p.m., Goose 
Hollow Inn

We have a 
Wednesday night dinner 
at the church during Lent (from Feb 
10-Mar 16), and on the last night, 
we’ll have “After Hours” at the Goose 
Hollow Inn across from the church 
exclusively for the younger adults. 
Come share your faith stories and 
hear from others!  

LIBRARY BOOK SALE
May 22, Collins Hall. Hundreds 
of books of all types (adult and 
children’s, fiction and non-fiction, 
religious and secular, little-known 
books as well as bestsellers…and 
more) will be available. The sale will 
be open after both 8:30 and 10:30 
services, and all books are available 
by donation…take what you want 
and leave what you can. This is 
your chance to stock up on summer 
reading! All proceeds go toward the 
purchase of new books for FUMC’s 
outstanding library.

Spring Program Guide  March - May 2016
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SUNDAY CLASSES SMALL GROUPS YOUNG ADULTS

All Church Spring Retreat
April 1-3, 2016

hatch!
DREAMING UP YOUR NEXT BIG IDEA 

Suttle Lake Camp                      fumcpdx.org/springretreat/
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JOYFUL MUSIC

The Chancel Choir sings for Sunday 
morning worship services.  Directed 
by Erick Lichte, rehearsals are on 
Thursday evenings in the Sanctuary 
from 7:00 – 9:00 pm. Prior musical 
and singing experience is required to 
participate in this dynamic volunteer 
church choir.  
 
The Sanctuary Bell Choir, under the 
direction of Kris Sparks, rehearses on 
Wednesday evenings in Room 202 
from 6:30 – 9:00 pm.  You need to 
have a bit of musical experience to 
play in this group, but volunteers are 
welcome!  They will play for worship 
on February 21, March 20, April 24, 
May 15 and June 12.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES
   •   The Chancel Choir is singing 
     Mozart’s “Coronation Mass” in  
        concert with the Portland 
        Columbia Symphony Orchestra on 
        Friday evening, March 18 in our 
        Sanctuary and Sunday March 20 
        at Mt. Hood Community College. 
   •   The Sanctuary Bell Choir plans to 
        attend the Siskiyou Summit 
        Hand-bell Conference April 29  
        -30 in Ashland.

The Cherub Choir, directed by Nancy 
Nordwall, is for children Kindergarten 
through Second Grade. This choir 
meets on Sunday mornings in Room 
206 from 9:30 – 10:15.  They are 
singing for worship on March 6, May 1 
and June 12.

The Sound Seekers Choir, directed 
by Ronnee Edwards, is for children in 
grades 3 – 6.  This choir rehearses on 
Sunday mornings in Room 130 from 
9:30 – 10:15. 

juBELLation, directed by Karin 
McDonough, is the hand-bell choir 
for people in grade 6 – young adults.  
They rehearse on Tuesday evenings in 
Room 130 from 6:30 – 8:00.  They will 
play for worship on June 12.

Genesis Ringers, also directed by 
Karin, is the hand-bell choir for grades 
3 – 5 and meets Sunday after church 
at 12:00 in room 130. 

New!!  Beginning Sunday February 
28th there will be an exploratory 
new instrumental youth group 
meeting at 2:00 with Jonas 
Nordwall in the Chapel. 

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES

Sound Seekers Choir has started 
preparing the musical Fat, Fat 
Jehoshaphat to present during 
worship on May 1st. They are singing 
for worship on February 28, May 1 

and June 12.

CONTACT
Kelly Qualls 
kquallsfumcpdx.org 
503.228.3195 ext 235

ADULTS CHILDREN & YOUTH



FOR WOMEN, BY WOMEN

United Methodist Women join 
with women in United Methodist 
congregations around the world in 
organizing for mission.  We strive to 
develop a supportive fellowship as 
we participate with women, children 
and youth in nearly 300 international 
programs, in 103 national programs 
as well as several local programs.  Our 
unit has a rotation of leaders.

CIRCLE MEETINGS

   •   Circle of Friends meets the fourth 
        Wednesday of each month at 
        noon in the Fireside Room. Bring 
        a sack lunch. Dessert/beverage
     provided. Chair: Sandra Howard 
   •   Naomi Circle meets the fourth 
     Thursday of each month at 2:00 
        PM at Terwilliger Plaza. Chair: 
        Colleen Foster 
   •   Ruth Circle meets the third 
        Wednesday of each month at 
     noon in Room 202. Bring a sack 
        lunch. Dessert and beverage are 
        provided. Chair: Jeanette Chardon 
   •   Tabitha Sewing Circle Meets the 
     second Monday of each month 
        from 10:00 to 4:00 PM in Room 
        202 to sew items for UMCOR.  
        Bring a sack lunch. Co-Chairs: Kay 
        Ward and Erin Riley 

UMW UNIT GATHERINGS
UMW Unit Gatherings are the first 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Fireside Room. The business meeting 
is at 10:00 AM, program at 11:00 AM, 
and a brown bag lunch at Noon.
   •   March 2 - Immigrant Family 
        Detention
   •   April 6 - Created for Happiness 
   •    May 4 - Hands in Action
   •   June 1 - Musical Year in Review

SPECIAL UMW EVENTS:

   •   March 5 – Columbia District 
        Every Member Enrichment 
   •   March 12 – Columbia District 
        Every Member Enrichment 
        Event.  
   •   April 15 or 16 - Columbia/
        Cascadia  Joint Spiritual  Retreat.        
   •   April 22-24 - Western Jurisdiction 
        Quadrennial Meeting, Hilton Salt 
        Lake City Central Hotel, Salt Lake 
        City, Utah
   •   May 10-20 - General Conference 
   •   July 7-10 - Oregon Mission u - 
        Collins Retreat Center, Eagle 
        Creek, OR

EPIPHANY WOMEN
First Mondays | 7:00 p.m. | Fireside 
Room

Epiphany Women is an 
intergenerational group that grew out 
of the Women’s Retreats. This group 
meets for spiritual growth, personal 
sharing, support, laughter, learning, 
service, and friendship. Contact 
Marcey at marceyb53@gmail.com to 
be added to the monthly reminder 
e-mails.

   •   March 7 - Renee & Kathryn 
        will lead us in a dance & 
        movement experience (no prior 
        skills needed)
   •   April 4  - A guest facilitator, Beth 
        Enos aka Galen Pearl) will lead us 
        in a discussion of 10 steps to 
        finding your happy place and 
        staying there.
   •   May 2 - Marcey will lead us in 
        techniques for Downsizing

TWO WOMEN’S LUNCH GROUPS

   •   Beth Iverson convenes SWELL 
        (Single Women Eat Late Lunch) 
        on First Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. 
        at Beaverton Village Inn, side 
        room. Come join other senior
        adult women for lunch and 
        conversation.
   •   Nancy Muir convenes a monthly 
        lunch group for women of all ages 
        living between Southwest 
        Portland and Milwaukie--or 
        who don’t mind driving there! 
        First Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. 

Contact Rev. Jeremy to sign up for 
either of the above--or talk to the 
conveners directly!
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WoMen OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

14th Annual

QUILT LUNCHEON

An Urban Landscape
APRIL 15, 2016

Quilt Preview  11:30 AM
Luncheon        12:00 PM
Program          12:30 PM

Tickets: $20.00
($15.00 will be designated for Mission Giving)

DEADLINE: SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 2016 

Linda Anderson
Shirley Blalock

Cheryl Bittle
Trudy Kayser

503/281-7569
503/786-3437
503/292-3508
503/292-7528

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL

Portland’s First UMC n United Methodist Women
& MIX n Materials in the eXtreme Art Quilters 
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BEYOND CHURCH WALLS

OLIVE OIL SALE
Sunday, February 28 
after worship / 
Collins Hall

First Church shows its 
support of Palestinian 
farmers by purchasing 
their fair trade, 
organic olive oil 
products.  First Church participates 
in the Interfaith Partners program 
of Canaan Fair Trade, which markets 
the products of 1700 farm families 
in 50 villages.  Any profit from our 
olive oil sales is donated to United 
Methodist mission projects that assist 
Palestinian community development 
efforts. Global Missions Committee 
will be selling olive oil on February 28 
in Collins Hall.  Credit cards are now 
accepted. 

One Great Hour 
of Sharing 
School Kit 
Assembly 
Event!

Sunday, March 
6 after worship / 

Collins Hall

Our Fourth Annual UMCOR Kit 
Assembly Event!  This year, you can 
help assemble health kits! Donations 
of school items (or cash!) will be 
accepted on February 21 and 28 in the 
Narthex.  Completed kits will be taken 
to the UMCOR West Depot in Salt 
Lake City, and eventually delivered 
around the world.  See the website for 
item lists.
 
One Great Hour of Sharing. One 
time each year, on the fourth Sunday 
of Lent, the Sunday is dedicated to 
collecting money to pay the overhead 
of UMCOR, (United Methodist 
Committee on Relief).  

This makes it possible for The United 
Methodist Church to give 100% of 
donated money to the project it 
actually is intended to serve.  Your 
gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing 
make this possible.  

Learn about Palestine! Two 
opportunities!

Global Missions is sponsoring two 
conversations about Palestine from 
first-hand experiences.

   1.   Sunday, April 17th, Josh Hauser 
         will have an opportunity to share  
         his February trip to Palestine, 
         with our church community. 
         He will make his presentation 
         after Church on Sunday, April 
         17. Come and hear about his 
         experience. A light lunch will be 
         served.
 
   2.   Sunday, May 15, United 
         Methodist missionary Rev. Kristin 
         Brown will tell of her position 
         as she works in Palestine with 
         their citizens. Kirstin is an 
         ordained Methodist clergy from 
         Oklahoma and a friend of Rev. 
         Jeremy from his time in 
         Oklahoma. This is our 
         opportunity to learn more first 
         hand from someone who lives 
         and works daily with the 
         Palestine/Israeli citizens. 

Come to both for substantive, 
informed conversation on the Holy 
Land. 

GREATHOUSE SUMMER 
INTERNSHIP POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Starting March 15th, internship 
positions are open to high school and 
college age students.  The purpose 
of the internships is to create and 
maintain a connectional relationship 
between FUMC and Portland/Metro 
community organizations whose 
primary mission is to work to alleviate 
human suffering caused by economic 
hardship, poverty, health, safety, and/
or environmental concerns.

Each applicant awarded an internship 
by FUMC will have 200 hours of 
service as agreed to by each intern 
and sponsoring organization. 
Internship service work is to be 
completed between June 1 and 
September 1. Interns are requested 
to talk about their internship 
experiences at a Sunday Forum in late 
August. 

Interns need to be high school seniors 
(as of fall 2016) or college students.  
Compensation for 2016 is $2,100  
per individual (200 hours). It is the 
responsibility of the applicants to 
name an organization at the time of 
being interviewed as a candidate.  
Consideration is also given to 
how a learning, serving internship 
experience will benefit the intern in 
having the opportunity to explore 
his or her potential for community 
service, and future educational goals.

Greathouse Internships are a program 
of the Church and Society Committee 
at First Church. Applications will 
be available on the Church website 
starting March 15th and due to be 
submitted by April 18th.  Internship 
interviews will take place on Saturday, 
April 23rd at First Church. For an 
online application go to the First 
Church website. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS CHURCH & SOCIETY
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JOIN CHURCH & SOCIETY AT THE 
OREGON FOOD BANK
Plan the date:  Saturday May 7th from 
9am to 11:30am at the BEAVERTON 
location of Oregon Food Bank.  In 
April sign-up information will be 
available at the Outreach Table in 
Collins during Coffee Hour.  OR, 
you can email:  mohlson@fumcpdx 
to sign-up for this food repacking 
volunteer shift.  We’d love to have 
you join us for this community service 
event!

COMMUNITY WAREHOUSE NEEDS 
LINENS!
The purple Community Warehouse 
collection barrels return to FUMC on 
March 6th, 13th and 20th.  That time 
of year they are in need of linens of 
all kinds (sheets, pillows, blankets, 
towels, shower curtains, bath mats) to 
help formerly homeless families make 
their new house a home.  You can 
donate used unneeded items or new 
supplies as you desire.  Everything 
is welcomed.  Church and Society 
takes special pride in our on-going 
support of this much needed Portland 
ministry!

TOUR MACDONALD 
CENTER IN NW 
PORTLAND
Monday, March 14, 
1:30-3PM
Located at NW 
Couch and Davis 
on NW 6th

Join fellow First Church members for a 
guided tour of the Macdonald Center.  
Macdonald Center offers housing 
and social services to the residents 

PLANET CHURCH

CHURCHES SAVING NATURE 
SUNDAY CLASS
Sundays April 3 – 24, Room 110
Scientists like E.O. Wilson, the famous 
Harvard biologist, predict that at 
the rate we are destroying wildlife 
habitat, we stand to lose 50% of 
our plant and animal species by the 
end of this century, 1/4 by 2050. On 
April 3-24, Jim Ruyle, a member of 
our Planet Church committee, will 
lead a discussion of “Bringing Nature 
Home, How You Can Sustain Wildlife 
with Native Plants,” by Douglas 
Tallamy, chair of the Department 
of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology 
at the University of Delaware. After 
learning the role of native plants 
    and insects in sustaining life, we 
    will discuss the unique leadership 
  role our church and others may have 
 in teaching communities around the 
world about how to restore wildlife 
habitat in their gardens and beyond 
  and save God’s beautiful creation. 
Copies of the book will be for sale at 
the Planet Church table in Collins in 
March, or they can be purchased at 
Powell’s, local bookstores, or online.

EARTH DAY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday, April 24 during 10:30 Worship
Join us as we teach about Creation 
Care to our Sunday School children’s 
classes.

FIRST CHURCH BIRDERS RETURN 
TO SOUTHEAST PORTLAND
Saturday, May 7, 9am
The First Church Birders will meet 
for a field trip to Crystal Springs 
Rhododendron Garden and the Reed 
College Canyon. The walk will begin 
at 9am at the Rhody Garden, 6015 SE 
28th Ave., with carpoolers meeting 
at 8:30 in the church parking lot. 
The trip will continue with a walk 
up beautiful Crystal Springs Creek, 
through Reed Canyon to Reed Lake, a 
hidden jewel among Portland’s natural 
areas. All are welcome on this birding 
trip. Bring your walking shoes, dress 
for the weather and join us on this 
two- to three-hour morning afield! 
Questions?, contact planet-church@
googlegroups.com

CREATION CARE GATHERING AT 
GENERAL CONFERENCE, 2015
Sunday, May 15th, after worship
Planet Church will host a gathering 
of “green” United Methodists from 
around the denomination during 
General Conference. We will share 
what we have been doing for Creation 
in our congregations. Rev. Pat Watkins 
(Caretakers of God’s Creation) and Rev. 
Jenny Phillips (Fossil Free UMC) will be 
among those present. The gathering 
will be held beginning at 12pm in 
Room 202, lunch is provided. All are 
welcome.

of inner NW Portland, many of whom 
live in one room hotel/apartment 
dwellings. There is also an assisted 
living facility composed of 54 studio 
units provided to individuals living 
with disability.  Laurie Smith, Spiritual 
Support Coordinator at Macdonald 
Center will welcome us and be our 
guide for this enlightening tour.

CONTACT
Mark Ohlson
mohlson@fumcpdx.org
503.228.3195 ext 220
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NURSERY CARE
Nursery care is provided on Sunday 
mornings for infants and young 
children, available at 8:30 am until 
12:15 pm.  If a special event follows 
the morning worship service, nursery 
care will be extended.  The nursery 
is also available during our regularly 
scheduled choir and hand bell 
rehearsals.    Nursery staff are trained 
in First Aid and are CPR certified.  The 
nursery can be requested for other 
events throughout the week.  Please 
contact Megan Jones if you would like 
the nursery to be available during a 
weekly event, Bible study, meeting, or 
rehearsal.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday school classes for children 
are held each Sunday morning from 
10:45 am to 11:30 am.  Children 
are dismissed from the 10:30 am 
worship service directly following 
the Children’s Message.   Parents are 
welcome to meet their child(ren) at 
their classroom following worship.  
  
Nursery:  ........................... Room 211
2&3 Year Olds: .................. Room 207
Pre-K:  ............................... Room 208
Kindergarten:  ................... Room 205
1st & 2nd Grades:  ............... Room 206 
(First Names beginning with A-K)
1st & 2nd Grades: ................ Room 209
(First names beginning with L-Z)
3rd Grade: ........................ Room 133
4th Grade: ........................ Room 136

Momentum is a student ministry 
specially designed for fifth and sixth 
graders, focusing on Bible education, 
increasing involvement in worship, 
character building, and nurturing peer 
interaction.  Students participate in 
weekly Bible Study from 10:45 am to 
11:30 am on Sunday mornings in Room 
125 (the youth room).  Momentum 
also steps out of the classroom to 
foster friendships among students and 
families during fellowship activities and 
service projects. 

FAMILIES IN 
ACTION
Families in Action 
(FIA) is a bi-
monthly service 
opportunity for the 
whole family to 
join with other families for fellowship 
while accomplishing acts of kindness.  
If you would like to receive more 
information about future Families 
in Action projects, please contact 
Jennifer Martin or Megan Jones.

GARDEN BOXES FOR 
TERWILLIGER FRIENDS
Saturday, April 16 (1:00 – 3:30 PM)
Join FIA for an afternoon of gardening.  
We will be making potted plant and 
flower box arrangements for some of 
our friends at Terwilliger Plaza who 
would enjoy having the sights and 
smells of Spring brought indoors. 
Once we have completed our Spring 
flower creations, we will relocate to 
Terwilliger Plaza to deliver them.

SUPER SUNDAYS

Super Sundays are fun evening activity 
times for kids and an opportunity 
for parents to fellowship together. 
Children participate in planned 
activities at the church, hosted by 
Megan and other volunteers, while 
parents have dinner at a restaurant of 
their choosing. Nursery is provided. 
The next Super Sunday will be Sunday, 
March 6, beginning at 4:00 PM.

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL
On Sunday, March 20, 2016 at 10:30 
am, come for a joyful celebration 
as we begin Holy week.  Bring your 
whole family to join in the parade.  
Meet in Collins Hall to begin the Palm 
Sunday Parade.  Palm fronds will be 
provided for all.

EASTER SUNDAY ACTIVITIES

Sunday, March 27
Children will participate in a fun, 
rotational Sunday school, offered 
during both Easter Services at 9:00 
AM and 11:00 AM.  Rotations will 
include a Bible story, craft & snack, 
and an Easter Egg Hunt or Scavenger 
Hunt (depending on grade level).

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

10

CHILDREN SPECIAL SUNDAYS
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CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation is offered to all of our 
7th and 8th grade students.  Students 
who are not currently attending 
are welcome to join the class at the 
beginning of the Spring semester.  
Students meet weekly on Sunday 
mornings from 9:30 am to 10:15 am 
in Room 125. In addition to the class, 
supplemental field trips are available 
throughout, providing opportunities 
to delve deeper into a particular topic, 
or to give students the opportunity 
to experience the worship practices 
of other faiths.  During the spring 
months, eighth grade students will 
begin meeting with adult mentors.  
 
    SPECIAL EVENT: SEDER MEAL
    Saturday, April 23 
    Youth, parents, and Confirmation    
    Mentors are invited to Anne & Jeff 
    Kayser’s house to participate in the 
    Jewish Passover meal and story. 

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY
High School youth, 9th - 12th grade, 
meet for Bible Study in Room 136 
beginning at 9:30 AM on Sunday 
mornings.  Our youth discuss Biblical 
and spiritual topics, current events, 
and relevant subjects to youth today.  

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – 
YOUTH LOCK IN/RETREAT
Friday, March 4 – Saturday, March 5, 
Fireside Room
All youth are invited to attend a One 
Great Hour of Sharing themed lock in 
at FUMC. We will begin Friday night at 
6:30 PM with dinner, discussion, and 
games focusing on global issues such 
as poverty, war, and disaster relief. 
On Saturday, we will have breakfast, 
transition to a conversation around 

local issues affecting Portland and 
then travel to a community service 
site.  Our retreat will end with lunch at 
a restaurant near our service project 
location. Please RSVP with Megan for 
this event by Wednesday, March 2. 

UMY: SUNDAY YOUTH GROUP
All youth, 7th -12th grade are invited 
to join UMY, Sunday afternoon youth 
group.  UMY will meet bi-monthly in 
the Youth Room (Room 125) following 
morning worship.  Youth will have 
lunch together, play games, and have 
topical discussions.  UMY will generally 
meet at church, but will occasionally 
meet off campus.  Upcoming UMY 
dates are: March 13 and April 10 & 24.

TGIF: FRIDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIPS
6:30 – 9:30 PM, Room 202
Friday? Fri-Yay! Start your weekend 
right with a fun evening with your 
FUMC friends.  All youth are invited to 
attend several fun Friday nights during 
the Spring.  Activities will include big 
group games, movies, board games, 
snacks, etc. Our upcoming TGIF nights 
are April 29 and May 13.

SATURDAYS OF SERVICE
It is more fun to give back when we 
give back together! All youth and 
their families are invited to attend 
Saturdays of Service; opportunities 
for youth to get involved in our local 
Portland community. Upcoming 
service projects dates are March 2 
(during the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Retreat) and May 7.

YOUTH MUSIC PROGRAM
Please see page 6 of this guide for 
more information on the youth music 
program.

YOUTH SUNDAY
April 17, 2016
Youth Sunday is an opportunity 
for our 7th – 12th grade student 
to plan, write, and carry out the 
10:30 a.m. Sunday morning worship 
service.  Youth will work on writing 
liturgy, prayers, selecting scripture, 
and writing sermons.   Youth will be 
preparing for this service during UMY: 
Sunday Youth Group during March 
and April. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
May 15, 2016
Eighth grade students who have been 
attending Confirmation class and 
desire to become members of the 
church will be confirmed during the 
10:30 a.m. morning worship 
service on May 15. 

GRADUATION 
SUNDAY
June 5, 2016
Students and 
families are encouraged 
to attend and participate in a 
special presentation honoring our 
High School seniors on Sunday, June 
5, during the morning worship service 
and after worship Coffee Hour. 

CONTACT
Megan Jones
mjones@fumcpdx.org
503/228-3195 ext 227

YOUTH & CONFIRMATION
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YOUTH SPECIAL SUNDAYS
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LOOKING TOWARDS SUMMER

FIRST CHURCH SUMMER CAMP
June 20-24
9:00 AM – NOON or 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Children who have completed Pre K 
– 6th grade are invited to take part in 
a fun week filled with learning, play, 
song, and creativity.  
This year, students can register for a 
half day camp or a full day camp.  Our 
half day, 9:00 AM – NOON camp is 
FREE.  Students will rotate through 
creative stations Monday- Thursday.  
The whole family is invited to attend 
on Friday as the students share 
what they have learned and created 
throughout the week, ending with 
a picnic lunch. Monday – Thursday, 
students have the option to stay 
through the afternoon, with planned 
activities till 5:00 PM.  A small 
daily cost will be collected to cover 
afternoon field trip cost. Fields trips 
may include visiting the zoo, Portland 
Children’s Museum, going to the 
movies, etc. 

YOUTH SUMMER TRIP TO UMCOR 
WEST DEPOT
Salt Lake City, UT June 26-July 2

A group of youth and adults will be 
travelling to the UMCOR West Depot 
in Salt Lake City, UT for a week of 
volunteerism and fun! The week will 
be spent packing relief kits and serving 
as quality control before they are sent 
to areas of need around the world. 
Youth will also get to sightsee in Salt 
Lake City, visit waterparks, museums, 
and hike.  All youth interested in 
attending should plan to attend an 
initial informational meeting with their 
parents on April 10 following morning 
worship. 

UMC CAMPS & RETREATS
Make Camps & Retreats part of your 
family’s summer tradition! There 
are many great children, youth & 
family camps offered throughout 
the summer across Oregon.  Below, 
we listed several camps that FUMC 
members will be attending. Consider 
one of these and spend the week at 
camp with your First Church friends! 
Register at gocamping.org. 

4TH OF JULY FAMILY CAMP
Camp Magruder
July 2-5, 2016
A wonderful camp for families with 
children of all ages. 

CLASSIC CAMP
Suttle Lake
July 25-30
For all students, 3rd – 12th grade. 
This is a great camp option if you 
have children in both elementary and 
middle school!

SUPERKIDS
Camp Magruder
August 7-12
For students 3rd – 5th grade. 

MADD CAMP
Camp Magruder
June 19-25
For students 9th – 12th grade. 

FOR CHILDREN UMC CAMPSFOR YOUTH
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Pathfinders, a caring adult fellowship 
group  meets on the first Saturday 
of each month in room 202 at 11:30 
a.m. to share a favorite dish for a 
noon potluck.  Following the meal are 
programs of inspiration and learning, 
which lead toward broader vision 
and expanded horizons.  This group 
welcomes newcomers and old-timers,  
singles, couples, seekers and wisdom-
sharers, of all ages. 

AHEAD FOR THIS SPRING:

    •   March 5-- Ginny Maffett will 
         share the fascinating findings 
         of the accidental discovery of a 
         flowering plant not seen since 
         the 1930’s and thought to be 
        extinct. 
   •   April 2-- Rev. Jim Parkhurst, our 
        new Conference Camp & Retreat 
        Ministries Director, will present 
        the many and varied camping 
        and retreat options for all 
        ages, including GrandCamp 
        (inter-generational), UMCOR 
         Kit Camp, Bell-Ringers, Choir, 
        Needlework, and many, many 
        more. 
   •   May 7 -- Pathfinders will join the 
        First Church Travelers in an 
        exciting outing to see new-born 
        llamas at a nearby llama farm.  
   •   June 4 -- A comprehensive look 
        at the accomplishments of 
        General Conference, just 
        concluded in May.

Here’s the calendar of what art and 
media will be up in Collins Hall this 
season
   •   March 6th through April 10th: 
        Three artists. Each artist will 
        have one blue panel each to 
        display their works.
   •   Mid-May through June 19: 
        Textiles/Fabric Art. Any artwork 
        made with needle and thread. 
        Interested exhibitors should 
        contact Ruth Green or Larry 
        Sawyer
   •   June 26th through July 31: 
        New media. This is a new theme. 
        Computer generated or modified 
        art would be an example. The 
        youth are encouraged to 
        participate. 

Participation by the Church family is 
encouraged. If you have questions, 
wish to attend or wish to exhibit 
artwork, contact Larry Sawyer 503-
771-1616 or larry_sawyer@comcast. 

SMART DRIVER COURSE
    
     The Smart Driver 

Course will be held 
   May 2 in Room 202 
from 9 am - 3:30 pm. Participants 
should bring a bag lunch, a drink 
and anything else they may need. 
The class is open to all but is geared 
to those 50+. Participants will learn 
defensive driving techniques, proven 
safety strategies, new traffic laws 
and more. There are no tests to pass.  
Upon completion participants will 
get a certificate and could receive 
a multi-year discount on their car 
insurance. The class is $15 for AARP 
members and $20 for non-members. 
Register at the front office.   

MARCH 18, 2016 OREGON RAIL 
HERITAGE CENTER/ OMSI 

Visit the grandeur of steam 
locomotives from early Oregon 
history along with vintage rail 
passenger coaches, all restored to 
their original beauty. Burlington 
Northern No. 4449 gained extra fame 
as the Freedom Train during the 
1995-76 Bicentennial celebrations. 
Tour also includes a special 
presentation at OMSI. Register in the 
Church Office.

MAY 7, 2016 ALPACA FARM TOUR

Come and enjoy this unique 
opportunity to see a working alpaca 
farm at it’s busiest. Learn how these 
animals receive personal hands-on 
care on a daily basis. Have a close 
look at the perfect fleece that will 
spin into alpaca products displayed in 
the farm store. Register in the Church 
Office. 

VIBRANT LIVING

13
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TRANSFORMING THE WORLD

PORTLAND HOMELESS FAMILY 
SOLUTIONS! 

Interested in supporting Portland 
Homeless Family Solutions? Come 
join our Volunteer Team! We have 
daily opportunities where you can 
help out from preparing meals, 
to playing with kids, to teaching a 
workshop, to organizing donations. 
We would love to have you join 
our efforts! PHFS values building 
human connectedness; and showing 
compassion and acceptance to all. 
By joining the PHFS Volunteer Team, 
you have the opportunity to foster 
that connectedness and belonging 
with each of our families in shelter. 

If you are interested in getting 
started, please contact the Volunteer 
Manager, Bethany Rocci at bethany@
pdxhfs.org or at 
503-915-8307. 

She will invite 
you to one of 
these upcoming 
orientation dates. 
Please be mindful 
that space is limited, so an RSVP is 
appreciated. 

Upcoming Volunteer Orientations:
   •   March 7, 6:15pm at 13th Salmon
   •   March 14, 5pm at Goose Hollow 
   •   March 23, 5pm at Goose Hollow
   •   April 4th 6:15pm at 13th Salmon
   •   April 11, 5pm at Goose Hollow
   •   April 27, 5pm at Goose Hollow
   •   May 2, 6:15pm at 13th Salmon
   •   May 9th 5pm at Goose Hollow
   •   May 25th 5pm at Goose Hollow

Almost 25 years ago, First Church 
members voted to become a 
“reconciling congregation,” the term 
United Methodists use for a church 
open and affirming to all people, 
regardless of sexual orientation.  
Today, members of Reconciling 
Ministries are active in all activities, 
leadership, and ministries of First 
Church.  The group works toward 
full participation of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities in 
the life of the international United 
Methodist Church, both in policy 
and in practice.  All church members 
and visitors are welcome to attend 
Reconciling Ministries events.  

RECONCILING SUNDAY 
March 13
Join us as we celebrate our annual 
recognition of our church becoming 
Reconciling and open to all persons. 
Our Reconciling team will be involved 
in all areas of worship. Hear about 
our updated welcome statement and 
some testimonials by longtime and 
new members about the importance 
of reconciling. Rev. Jeremy Smith, 
preaching the 8:30 and 10:30 
services.

PRIDE T-SHIRTS FOR SALE
Sundays March 13 & 20 | 
Collins Hall after worship
We will be taking orders with 
payment for Pride Parade 
T-Shirts. Check out the 
fancy design and order one 
for use at Pride in June!
Pickup: The purchased shirts will be 
available for pickup on May 29th and 
June 5th in Collins Hall after 10:30 
worship.

BRING A FRIEND / MAKE A 
FRIEND LUNCH
April 17, 2016 | Spaghetti Factory
Bring a Friend to make a friend to 
share amongst the group for good 
food and fellowship at the Spaghetti 
Factory off of Macadam. Meet in 
Collins for carpooling after 10:30 
worship.

GENERAL CONFERENCE 
VOLUNTEERING
May 10 - 20 2016 / Convention 
Center
We encourage all our members to 
volunteer at General Conference so 
the delegates who can vote to make 
the UMC more inclusive and  can 
have face-to-face conversations.

PRIDE PARADE IN JUNE!
Approx. 11am-1pm, NW Elephant 
Park June 19, 2016 
FUMC will be marching in the 
2016 Pride Parade as a Reconciling 
Ministry Methodist Congregation. 
Participants will be commissioned in 
the 8:30 and 10:30 worship services. 

Note: 3rd Sundays Reconciling 
Ministry will pick up again in 
September

PHFS RECONCILING MINISTRIES

Pride2016
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Register Today!
Cost: $20 requested donation, provides entrance to as 
many workshops as you want to attend.

Contact: for registration, updates, and inquiries, con-
tact us or visit fumcpdx.org/nonviolence 

These workshops are facilitated by Soulforce, a 17-year-old 
national social justice organization. Soulforce has long been a 
friend to United Methodists, leading 
training, workshops, and serving as a 
valuable ally. soulforce.org

Three Saturday Sessions
April 09 | The History and Practice of Nonviolence

April 16 | Practice Conversational Nonviolence

April 30 | Learn and Practice Direct Action

Where: All sessions are from 9am-12noon at  
  First United Methodist Church, Fireside Room

Register today at fumcpdx.org/nonviolence 

Teaching skills for nonviolent communication 
and direct action around LGBTQ Inclusion, 

Fossil Fuel Divestment, Palestinian Divestment, and Racism.

Nonviolence Training for 
General Conference

Preparing United Methodists for critical  
conversations and moments!

Register today at fumcpdx.org/nonviolence

http://soulforce.org
http://fumcpdx.org/nonviolence
http://soulforce.org
http://fumcpdx.org/nonviolence
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The [United Methodist] World is coming to Portland… and  you can help!  General Conference will be held right 
here in our own backyard May 10-20 and volunteers are still needed to provide the radical hospitality we aspire 
to in the Pacific Northwest.

Volunteers are needed to greet arrivals at the airport; staff welcome tables in hotels; register delegates and 
guests to the Conference; provide directions and answer questions at the Oregon Convention Center; and 
provide the kind of care we extend to all our visitors.

To sign up for a shift or two visit www.gc2016pdx.org. There you will find more detailed information and you will 
be able to register as a volunteer.  Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity to witness and share in the making 
of history for our United Methodist church.

VOLUNTEER FOR GENERAL CONFERENCE

As a Creation Care Congregation, 
we advocate for lifestyles and social 
policies which bring healing and 
renewal to our precious Earth.

As a Reconciling Congregation, 
all are welcome to participate in the full 
life of the church, including all races, 
abilities, ages, classes, gender identities, 
and sexual orientations.

As a Peace Church, 
we declare that we will be 
an advocate for peace in our 
local communities and world. 

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
GENERAL CONFERENCE 2016

Matthew 28: 19-20

WHAT CAN PORTLAND LEARN FROM AFRICA?
May 7, 9am - 1pm. 

Join in a confersation with African Delegates and Portland 
Ministry leaders about what our missions and ministries 
have in common. Conversation will be translated in both 
English and French. 

mailto:office@fumcpdx.org
fumcpdx.org
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