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8:30 AM | Chapel  

10:30 AM | Sanctuary

AS A PEACE CHURCH 
we declare that we will be an 

advocate for peace in our local 
communities and world.

AS A RECONCILING 
CONGREGATION 

all are welcome to participate 
in the full life of the church, 

including all races, abilities, ages, 
classes, gender identities, and 

sexual orientations. 

AS A CREATION CARE 
CONGREGATION 

we advocate for lifestyles and 
social policies which bring 
healing and renewal to our 

precious Earth.

A sermon series 
reflecting on how 

the actions of 
Jesus still impact 
our faith today. 

• January 8: Isaiah 42:1-9; 
 Matthew 3:13-17
	 Jesus	is	Born	and	Baptized	...	so what?
 What difference does the Incarnation 
 make to 21st century people?  
•  January 15: Mark 2:1-12
 Jesus Heals… so what? 
 How do we participate in our own 
 healing?
•  January 22: Matthew 5:21-26
 Jesus Forgives…so what?
 Why forgive?
•  January 29: John 12:20-36
 Jesus Dies…so what?
 How do we live with death?

 so 
what? 

 SERMON SERIES: SO what? 

www.fumcpdx.org


From 
    The 
      Pastor

Happy New Year!  As I write this, 
the Christmas decorations are 
being tucked away for another 
year and everyone is back at 
work following the holiday break.  
Christmas has come and gone, and 
the angel songs of “Gloria!” are 
now replaced by the cacophony 
of voices telling us how to lose 
weight, stop smoking, get healthy, 
get organized, plan for our futures, 
etc.  As life returns to “ordinary 
time”, we see there is much for us 
to do.

After all the toy drives and 
canned food collections, after 
all the charitable solicitations of 
December, people are still hungry 
and lonely, sick and confused, 
grieving and forgotten.  After all 
our celebrations of God’s Light 
shining in the darkness, we 
recognize once more the reality of 
the world’s pain.  Edward Everett 
Hale provides what I think may be 
the best New Year’s Resolution, 
when he writes:

I am grateful to be a part of this 
community, where we work 
together to do something – in fact, 
to do many things which keep 
God’s light shining in our holy days, 
holidays and all the ordinary days 
in-between.  I am grateful for your 
generosity which extends into 
every season and truly makes a 
positive difference in the life of the 
world.

Thank you for your gifts in 2016, 
which provided heat, lights and 
maintenance for our buildings; 
insurance and office supplies; 
worship materials and Sunday 
School curriculum; program and 
administrative staff; pastoral 
leadership and training for lay 
leaders.  Thank you for your 
second-mile giving to the capital 
campaign, and to special projects 
like Alternative Christmas, which 
raised over $5700 for 

• Maternal and Child Health  
 Initiatives of the United 
 Methodist Women
• New Avenues for Youth, the 
 Q Center and the Goose 
 Hollow Family Shelter here in 
 Portland
• Shade and Fresh Water 
 initiatives, and Wild  Aid 
 conservation projects world-
 wide

First United Methodist Church is a 
community which will not let what 
we cannot do interfere with what 
we can do … and I am constantly 
amazed at the breadth and depth 
of that which we DO!  Looking 
ahead with gratitude for a brand 
new year, let me offer again the 
benediction I gave Christmas Eve…

PS… Have you sent in your 
Estimate of Giving for 2017 yet?  
Knowing what you expect to give 
is helpful for your planning (set a 
goal, make it a reality); and for our 
budgeting.  You can make a pledge 
online at fumcpdx.org or by calling 
Liz Temple at 503-228-3195 or by 
picking up a pledge card at church.

If we choose, we can be 
instruments of hope in the 
world. If we choose, we 
can counter the voices of 
anxiety and despair in the 
world. If we choose, we can 
go beyond the fear in the 
world. If we choose, we can 
shine with God’s Light in the 
world… and we can do what 
we can do. Let us so choose!

Grace & Peace 
~ Rev. Donna

I	am	only	one,	but	I	am	one.		
I cannot do everything, but 
I	can	do	something.	And	I	
will not let what I cannot do 
interfere	with	what	I	can	do.



  UNITED METHODIST WOMEN CALENDAR

TABITHA CIRCLE
Room 202 - 10:00 AM 
Project:  Project:  Sew baby 
jackets and gowns for UMCOR 
relief kits.  Create Prayer 
Shawls/Lap Robes for men..
Come for all or part of the day. 
Chair:  Erin Riley 503.709.5469

RUTH CIRCLE
Room 202 - 12:00 PM 
Program: Addressing Change 
With Love.  Moderator: 
Jeanette Chardon
Chair:  Judy Moon 
503.543.2220 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Fireside Room - 12:00 PM 
Program with Planet Church - 
Creation Caring
Chair:  Peg Cook 503.452.7298

MONDAY, JANUARY 16 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25

PRAYERS OF JOY:
Congratulations to Vaughn and 
Dandie Jean Emmons, who were 
married before Christmas. Vaughn 
is the nephew of Channing and 
Cynthia Aaby.

On Sunday, Janurary 1 Kielle 
Rose Gratton was baptised 
in our chapel. Kielle is the 
granddaughter of Scott & Janice 
Gratton.  

PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY:
Katherine Johnson, the mother 
of Elaine Jones, passed away this 
last Friday.  Services for Kay will be 
held at the Woodburn UMC where 
she was a member but are yet to 
be determined.

PRAYERS OF CONCERN:
Frances Adams recently had a 
stroke and is in a rehab facility.  
She anticipates remaining there 
for about three weeks before 
moving to an adult care facility.

Sally Townend has had a recent 

extended hospital stay and is now 
home.

Cal Brockman had a fall and 
fractured his hip.  His pain 
is slowly subsiding and he is 
presently in a rehab unit. 
John LaVerdure who is the father 
of Cynthia Aaby and grandfather 
of Cassary and Makenzie Abby 
has be recently hospitalized.

Gwenyth Rochlin has broken ribs 
after a recent fall. 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR:
Laurie Newcomer, Annie Calhoun, 
Dick Pomeroy, Marian Poindexter, 
Richie Muckridge, Jim Manuel, 
and Virginia Townend. 

Wondering what to do with all 
that Styrofoam packing material 
from  your fabulous Christmas 
gifts?  Planet Church will be 
happy to help you recycle it! 
Drop off your styrofoam blocks 
and peanuts in Collins Hall after 
service on January 8 or the 15. 
We’ll take any size or shape of 
white styrofoam blocks, and 
styrofoam peanuts (but, not the 
cornstarch type that melts in 
water). Please bag your peanuts 
separately - they will be reused 
by a package shipping store, while 
the blocks will be recycled. For 
more information you can contact 
the Planet Church Chair, Renee 
Harber at harberr@msn.com. 

PRAYERS PLANET
CHURCH

THE SPRING PROGRAM GUIDE is coming 
soon! Check with your ministry team leader to 
see how you can help them get your ministry 
area's events for March, April, and May in our 
publication. Due date is February 3rd. Contact 
Rev. Jeremy for questions!
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FAKE NEWS OR GOOD NEWS? 
A class engaging the topic of discerning fake news 
from real news, and what’s the Good News in all 
of it. Includes take-home list of resources and best 
practices, and encouragement to speak against 
proliferation of fake news in a world that assumes 
its own truth. Three sessions, 9:15am – 10:15am, 
Room 110 on Sundays, January 15, 22, 29

POWELLS BOOK STORE TOUR  
This 45-minute tour takes everyone through the 
store—9 rooms in all!  Powells is the largest new and 
used bookstore in the English-speaking world. The 
walk through the store shows interesting parts that 
many people pass by and do not notice or know the 
history of the area.  Meet at the church at 9:15 am on 
Monday, February 6 and take the MAX and the street 
car. Cost is $5.00 [Lunch afterward at Henry’s at your 
own expense]. Register and pay in the Church office by 
January 23rd. 503-228-3195.  

FIRST CHURCH TRAVELERS NEW! ROOM 110 STUDY

THE NEXT CIRCUIT RIDER will go out on January 
18, 2017. If you would like to submit content please 
send to news@fumcpdx.org by Friday, January 
13. If you are also interested in helping with the 
Circuit Rider, and other mail outs, you can sign up 
on Sunday in Collins hall after the 10:30 am worship 
service, or contact the front office at 503-228-3195. 

FROM THE FIRST CHURCH OFFICE
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