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Wo r s h i p
At
First Church
8:30 AM | Chapel
10:30 AM | Sanctuary

AS A PEACE CHURCH
we declare that we will be an
advocate for peace in our local
communities and world.
AS A RECONCILING
CONGREGATION
all are welcome to participate
in the full life of the church,
including all races, abilities, ages,
classes, gender identities, and
sexual orientations.
AS A CREATION CARE
CONGREGATION
we advocate for lifestyles and
social policies which bring
healing and renewal to our
precious Earth.

internships
GREATHOUSE

Starting March 13, The Greathouse
Internship positions are open to
high school seniors and college
age students. The purpose
of the internships is to create
and maintain a connectional
relationship between FUMC
and Portland/Metro community
organizations that work to
alleviate economic hardship,
poverty, health, safety, and/or
environmental concerns.
Each Intern will coordinate with
their chosen organization and
undertake 200 hours of community
service, and will be compensated
$2,000 for their work.
(Continued on page 3)

BIRDERS RETURN TO
MT. TABOR

Saturday, May 13
8:30 a.m. in the Parking Lot
The First Church Birders will
congregate in Mt. Tabor Park to
experience the peak of spring
migration. (Continued on page 3)
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A MONTH OF MULTIPLYING
MINISTRIES!

As I write this column, we are in
our final week of the Multiplying
Ministries conversations.
As we complete
this stage of the
process, let’s look
back to see how
far we’ve come.
Back in September
2016, we affirmed
the Five Goals of our Strategic Plan
for the upcoming years, and it
included this Goal:
YEAR OF DISCERNMENT: Spend
2016-2017 in discernment for
multi-site possibilities in the
Portland metro area. Complete
the year of discernment in 2017
with this fifth goal being replaced
by the resulting process for 20172019.We are well on our way for
this goal.
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We’ve had a leadership team,
consisting of your elected Lay
Leaders and some interested
and talented laity, helping
plan this discernment process.
We keep up regular
conversation with our District
Superintendent to let Rev.
Erin Martin know of our
progress and so she can keep
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our interests in mind as she
sees the ministry needs of the
Portland metro area.
Finally, we held classes during
the whole month of February
called “Multiplying Ministries”
where we sought
congregational input on what
we (as a church) are good at,
what the city’s demographics
are like, what models of multisite we could try, and the 10
Big Ideas that have come from
you for potential ministries at
another site.

What’s next? Leadership teams
will be forming to assess the
viability of these Big Ideas, and to
see which of them comes together
that we might be able to move
forward to transform Portland.
You’ll get a voice and a vote before
we take the leap, and I cannot wait
to put something before you.

But really, what’s next depends on
you. We wouldn’t be Reconciling
if it wasn’t for dedicated laity.
We wouldn’t have a year-round
shelter for families if it wasn’t
for dedicated laity. We wouldn’t
do 90% of the outreach work
without dedicated volunteers.
And our choir and bell choir would
be pretty tiny without volunteer
singers and
musicians.
We are a
church
of laity
who have
passion,
expertise,
wisdom,
experience, and
the willingness to take the leap
into the unknown. Thank you for
letting me share this update with
you, and I hope you contact Rev.
Donna, me, or your Lay Leaders to
find out how you can get involved.

Blessings and see you
Sunday.
~Rev. Jeremy

PRAYERS
CELEBRATION

We celebrate the 20 people who
are participating in our Refugee
Task Force conversations and
the many who are part of the
Multiplying Ministries Class.

PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY

Walter Okell passed Feb 20.
Althought he had moved to Indiana
but he was a long-time member of
our congregation.

UNITED
M E T H O D I ST
WO M E N
C A L E N DA R
PRAYERS OF CONCERN

Past interns have served a variety
of social services agencies in the
greater Portland metro area. Some of
these include the Maybelle Center in
downtown inner Northwest Portland,
Mt. Hood Little League summer
baseball program in Gresham,
the Portland Police Bureau’s “Girl
Strength” program which is taught
in the Portland Public Schools, the
Willamette Watershed project which
strives to protect precious natural
resources, and many others. One of
the strengths of the Greathouse Intern
Program is that applicants are able to
research and discover agencies which
match their individual interests.

RUTH CIRCLE

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR

Mary Wargo, Lindsay Short (Paul
Ingram’s daughter), Kris Smole,
Gladys Shaw, Dave Qualls, Sally
Townend, Frances Adams, Laurie
Newcomer, Cal Brockman Sr., Annie
Calhoun, Dick Pomeroy, Marian
Poindexter, Richie Muckridge, Bill
Rizzo and Virgina Townend.

FROM THE COVER
Interns should be of high school
senior or college level 18 years of
age before June 1, 2017. Those who
are members of FUMC will be given
preferential consideration. A Forum
will be scheduled in late August at
which the interns will be expected to
be present and provide a 20 minute
report on their summer internship
experience.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15

Mary Jane Hendrickson who had
surgery and is now home.

Room 202 - 12:00 PM
Program: “Care for the Caregiver”
- Speaker: Rev. Dick Storment
Bring a sack lunch. Dessert and
beverage are provided.
Chair: Marion Hollenberg
(503) 640 - 3270

FORUM ON FOSTER CARE
Internships at First Church date
back to 1968 and many of the active
adults in the congregation were once
Greathouse Interns during their youth.
Greathouse Internships are a program
of the Church and Society Committee
at First Church. Applications will
be reviewed and internships will be
awarded on or about April 22, 2017.
For an online application starting
March 13th, go to: fumcpdx.org.
Applications are due April 17th and
candidate interviews will take place
on Saturday, April 22nd.

BIRDERS RETURN TO
MT. TABOR CONTINUED

This old volcano is a favorite
spot for birds to hole up during
migration, making it a favorite
spot for Portland birders as well.
The trip will start from the park
parking lot (off SE Salmon Way, on
the north side of the park) at 9:00
am, or—for carpoolers—from the
church parking lot at 8:30 am.

Children and teens in foster care
often experience abuse, neglect,
and abandonment. At the age of
21, these young people age out
of the foster care system and stop
receiving support from the local or
federal government. Church and
Society is now asking what we can
do as a church community to help.
Our First opportunity is a Forum
on the Foster Care System. Sunday
March 12 at Noon in the Fireside
Room, representatives from the
Department of Human Services
and Embrace Oregon will be here
to educate us about the foster care
system and ways we can support
children and teens currently in
foster care.

Oregon
Department
of Human
Services
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ALL COMERS BOOK CLUB
• 3/20 - Commonwealth
		 by Ann Patchett
• 4/17 - The Latehomecomer
		 by Kao Kalia Yang
• 5/15 - Prodigal Summer
		 by Barbara Kingsolver
• 6/19 - Ricochet River
		 by Robin Cody
7:00 PM | Monthly On Every 3rd Monday | Library
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