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AS A PEACE CHURCH
we declare that we will be an
advocate for peace in our local
communities and world.
AS A RECONCILING
CONGREGATION
all are welcome to participate
in the full life of the church,
including all races, abilities, ages,
classes, gender identities, and
sexual orientations.
AS A CREATION CARE
CONGREGATION
we advocate for lifestyles and
social policies which bring
healing and renewal to our
precious Earth.

Register now for this year’s All
Church Spring Retreat! Join us for a
weekend of music, fun, friendship
building, and relaxation at Camp
Magruder along the beautiful
Oregon Coast near Rockaway
Beach. Through songs, games,
arts, and lively discussions, we will
reflect on what it takes

to overcome obstacles in daily
life. There will be something
for everyone—singles, couples,
families, youth, children—people of
all ages! Prices are $120 for adults,
$100 for youth ages 12-17, $80 for
children, (2 and under free), with a
family cap of $400.

R E G I S T R AT I O N &
PAY M E N T D U E A P R I L 1 8
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From
The r
Pasto
“For the simplicity that lies on this
side of complexity I would not give
a fig, but for the simplicity that lies
on the other side of complexity, I
would give my life.”
So said Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.,
a Supreme Court justice in the 20th
century. Here in this 21st century
it seems that we are still searching
for the simplicity – the elegance
of clarity – that lies within and
beyond the complexities we face.
That is certainly true for us as a
nation in an intricately connected
global community. It is true for us
as United Methodists in an equally
complex international church. It
is true for the counties, the cities,
and the homes in which we live.
It is true for each of us, ourselves.
We are searching in one way
or another for the simplicity
that lies within and beyond the
complexities of life. We witness
chemical weapons attacks,
school shootings, and hate
crimes motivated by racism,

homophobia, xenophobia or
sexism. Our hearts ache for
millions of refugees seeking safety,
we feel overwhelmed by religious
persecution, famine, disease, and
the disconnection of the global
human community.

•
		
•
•
		
		
		

Life will ultimately triumph
over death
Love will finally win over hate
And that God will not abandon
us even in the most chaotic
and complex situations or
times

When we gather on Sundays to
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection we
are also coming together to claim
our own possibilities for new life.
Every Sunday is a celebration of
Easter and a chance to find new
meaning for life, within the elegant
simplicity of God’s love. It is not
always easy but it is always worth
the struggle, to find that simplicity
that lies on the other side of
complexity. Just ask Jesus, who
knows all about complexity, and
was willing to offer his life for the
simplicity beyond it.

We long for the simplicity that
lies on the other side of all this
complexity. And then, along comes
Easter, when we proclaim “Christ is Happy Easter! See… it isn’t just
risen! Christ is risen, indeed!” The about the candy!
power of Jesus’ resurrection, with
its elegant simplicity goes beyond
~Rev. Donna
all our complexity, assuring us that:

THANK YOU TO MARK OHLSON The Staff-Parish Relations Committee and our
First Church staff want to express our appreciation to Mark Ohlson, who has served
as our Coordinator of Volunteers, Hospitality, and Outreach since 2010. Mark has
been a cheerful and positive part of the staff team during this time. However, the
position Mark holds is being eliminated at the end of May, 2017, in order to more
fully fund the priorities outlined in the congregation's Strategic Plan related to youth
ministry. Mark is thankful for the congregation's voluntarism, its friendliness, and its
focus on poverty and homelessness in the Portland area. We wish him well and will
celebrate his final Sunday with us at a coffee hour reception on May 28th.
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PRAYERS
As the “Way Forward” continue
their work, we give thanks for all
those, including our own Pastor
Donna, who give so fully of
themselves in this undertaking.

PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY

To Juliana Young and family.
Juliana’s father, John Young, who
was 71, passed away last week.

PRAYERS OF CONCERN

We remember all up all the people
experiencing violence around the
world.

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR

Rich Ottaviano, Libby Sokolowski,
Gloria Tillotson, Dick Pomeroy,
Laurie Newcomer, Cal Brockman Sr,
and Annie Calhoun.

SERVE
FIRST CHURCH PARTNERS
WITH MEDICAL TEAMS
INTERNATIONAL

First Church is partnering with
Medical Teams International
in bringing their Mobile Dental
Program to our campus. Guests
of the Goose Hollow Family
Shelter who are in need of dental
healthcare will have access, along
with other community groups in
need of dental healthcare. Our
first Dental Van visit will take place
on Thursday, April 20 at 8:30am 3:00pm. Contact Mark Ohlson at
mohlson@fumcpdx.org to let us
know of your interest to volunteer
for this date or a future date! For
more information on Medical
Teams International, visit their
website at www.medicalteams.org.

UNITED
M E T H O D I ST
WO M E N
C A L E N DA R
RUTH CIRCLE &
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

Wednesday, April 19
Room 202 - 12:00 PM
Program: Barbara Jenkins discusses
the Collins kitchen Renovation.
Bring a sack lunch. Dessert and
beverage are provided.
Chair: Jeanette Chardon
503.866.3192

TABITHA CIRCLE (note change from
usual second Monday)

Monday, April 24
Room 202 - 10:00 AM
Project: Tie the Senior Quilts
Chairs: Kay Ward 503.915.7974
and Erin Riley 503.709.5469

PLANNING TEAM

Wednesday, April 26
Room 110 - 10:00 AM

NAOMI CIRCLE

SPRING CLEAN UP PROJECT

Saturday, May 7th 9:30 am - 12 pm

Clackamas Community College
Environmental Learning Center
Join your friends from
Planet Church for a spring
clean up project at the
Clackamas Community College
Environmental Learning Center
(ELC). The morning will begin
with a short tour of the site.
We'll focus our efforts on
weeding and removing litter to
help the ELC prepare for their
summer restoration projects
from 10:00am to noon. It will
be fun for the entire family, rain

or shine! Tools will be provided
but be sure to wear comfy work
clothes you don't mind getting
dirty, as well as a pair of gloves.
Additional information and
directions can be found at the
link below. Please register in the
church office or RSVP to office@
fumcpdx.org.
http://solveoregon.org/getinvolved/events/environmentallearning-center-cleanup

Thursday, April 27
Terwilliger Plaza Club Room, 2:00 PM
Program: Members look ahead
“Stretching Into Spring” - growing
spiritually and increasing
knowledge of the myriad ways
women make a difference,
spreading hope and inspiration.
Chair: Colleen Foster, 503.808.7389

QUILT SHOW & LUNCHEON

April 28, 2017 - 11:30 am
Collins Hall. Tickets - $20.00
“Reflection and Renewal Portland’s Japanese Gardens”.
Hosted by Portland’s First United
Methodist Women. For more
information or tickets contact
Linda Anderson at 503.281.7569,
or Trudy Kayser 503.292.7528.
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Chor Leoni/men’s Choir
Erick Lichte

Artistic Director

Chor Leoni/PorTLAnD
Canada’s vanguard male choir performs in Portland for one night only!

Friday May 5 | 7:30pm
First United Methodist ChUrCh
1838 sW JeFFerson st, Portland, oregon

general admission | adults $25, students with id $10
tickets: chorleoniportland.bpt.me | 1.800.838.3006
chorleoni.org | a benefit concert for First United Methodist Friends of Music

IT’S TIME FOR A NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY
So many new faces have joined the congregation since our last photo directory; some of us are
having a hard time recognizing everyone! We’d love to have a bright, new set of photos of all
our friends and families. Yes, we want a photo of you, and this time, instead of hiring a photo
company, First Church photographers will be taking our photos. These won’t be the formal
portraits we’ve had before, but we are aiming for clear, friendly, recognizable likenesses.
Kendall Martin has set up a photo studio in Room 110. Beginning Sunday, April 23, after the
10:30am worship service, families and individuals can stop by and
quickly have their photos taken. No appointments needed!
We’ll take photos every Sunday through July. We need
a few more volunteers with
experience using singlelens reflex cameras.
Please contact Erin
Riley (503) 709-5469
if you would be
willing to help out.

F I F T E E N T H

A N N U A L

QUILT LUNCHEON
Reflection & Renewal
Portland’s Japanese Gardens

APRIL 28, 2017

Quilt Preview 11:30 AM
Luncheon 12:00 PM
Program 12:30 PM

Tickets: $20.00

THE TICKET PURCHASE DEADLINE IS: SUNDAY, APRIL 23
SEE PAGE 3 FOR MORE DETAILS

YOUTH
CREATIVE SPIRITS PROJECT

Our youth have been given the
opportunity to create a three panel
mural that will be displayed in
Collins Hall from mid May through
mid June. Preliminary design will
take place during UMY. Mark your
calendars for our final painting
session on Friday, May 12 from
6:30 – 9:30 PM. Dinner will be
provided!

SUMMER KID’S CAMP
VOLUNTEER INTEREST
MEETING

Sunday, April 23 12:00 PM in Room
202 Be a hero this summer! Adults
and youth who are interested
in volunteering at Summer Kid’s
Camp, August 21-25, gather for a
brief meeting following morning
worship to hear about this year’s
theme, and the many ways to get
involved in our wonderful, growing
children’s summer program.

EDUCATION
PROVIDE AND PROTECT

Sunday, May 7th, 12 noon in
Fireside Room
Posters have begun to spring up
around the church, inviting you to
this special workshop. No, it is not
a training on sustainable gardening
or gun safety, not about parenting,
or even about creation care. It
is a workshop about YOU … and
specifically, the kind of legacy you
hope to create.
Sometimes called “Planned
Giving,” legacy giving helps us
ensure that the ministries, people
and places that matter most to us
will thrive when we are no longer
around to care for them. Your
Trustees and Finance Committees
are working together to bring Tom
Wilson, Executive Director of the
Northwest United Methodist
Foundation to First Church for this
informative and helpful workshop.

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS

A light lunch will be served.
To register for the workshop please
call the church office or go online
to fumcpdx.org.

SOLUTIONS SALON

May 18, 12 pm, Room 202
Join the discussion about
housing and homelessness in our
community. Portland Homeless
Family Solutions invites you to
join us for our final Solutions
Salon discussion for this year. Take
a closer look at the history and
causes of family homelessness in
Portland and the need for more
affordable housing, learn more
about PHFS’ Housing First Program,
and discuss solutions to this crisis
with fellow community members.
Lunch will be provided. RSVP
required to emma@pdxhfs.org.
Space is limited to 30 people per
session.

MAY SERMON SERIES
-AN ANIMATED FAITH What can we learn from the
stories on the silver screen?

We welcome new members Karl and Shirley
Schultz, who joined on Palm Sunday, April 9
during the 10:30am service.

