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AS A PEACE CHURCH 
we declare that we will be an 

advocate for peace in our local 
communities and world.

AS A RECONCILING 
CONGREGATION 

all are welcome to participate 
in the full life of the church, 

including all races, abilities, ages, 
classes, gender identities, and 

sexual orientations. 

AS A CREATION CARE 
CONGREGATION 

we advocate for lifestyles and 
social policies which bring 
healing and renewal to our 

precious Earth.

PR IDE PARADE
Sunday June 18 | 10:30 am 
Beginning at 10:30 am. service First Church of Portland will again be 
hosting a large group at this annual celebration of LGBTQ identity 
and solidarity in the midst of aggression. There are plans in place for 
a short flash-mob style dance, and all who wish to can participate. 
The marchers will be commissioned during the 10:30 service and 
will leave early to march. See you then!

SEE INSIDE FOR THIS YEAR'S 

SUMMER PROGRAM GUIDE 

SO YOU CAN SEE WHAT'S 

HAPPENING HERE AT 

FIRST CHURCH! 

www.fumcpdx.org
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From the Pastor, 

Sincerely
Rev. Dick

Gifts Without Price
Words cannot express my 
thankfulness for your gracious 
generosity.  Your thoughtfulness 
with the many cards and gifts 
of appreciation will long be 
remembered. When I retired 
from the Yellowstone Annual 
Conference after 42 years, I was 
a district superintendent and not 
in a local congregation, so this 
retirement has been quite different 
with the personal touch you have 
given. 

When I began five years ago, I 
had to laugh within when Donna 
indicated I would consistently be 
upfront in worship, usually doing 
the prayer time each week.  What 
she did not know was that my first 
Christmas home from college my 
pastor, Walter Miranda, asked me 
to do the prayer on Christmas Eve.  
Being young and foolish, I said 
sure.  I thought about it, but made 
no notes.  When it came time for 
the prayer, it turned out to be the 
shortest Christmas Eve prayer they 

had ever heard - then or since. 
These last five years have taught 
me something about myself and 
others that I would have never 
known.  Many of you know of 
my need for hearing aids.  What 
I discovered from my hearing 
doctor was that I had never 
heard certain sounds throughout 
my life.  Because I was familiar 
with the word usage and culture 
in which I operated, my mind 
compensated and I could do well 
with the familiar.  As the doctor 
said, my brain got lazy about 
interpreting things I could not hear.  
In moving to Oregon, surprisingly 
the words and patterns are 
somewhat different and it became 
difficult to hear, pronounce, or 
remember new patterns.   All this 
is to say it has made me much 
more conscious of others who 
have limitations that I had never 
understood.  This learning has also 
caused me to discover my own 
handicap and my need for self-
grace as well.

I wish I could personally thank 
each of you, and express my deep 

appreciation, for the ways you 
have invited me to be part of 
your life during these years.  The 
moments of laughter, the insights 
and wisdom you have shared, the 
moments joy as well as time of 
sorrow and grief.  The many ways 
you have invited me to share in 
your life have been a gift without 
price.

Peace my fellow travelers:  
May the love of God be always 
near to guide your footsteps, 
May the Son shine every day,  
May the Spirit walk beside you, 
May grace be warm within you, 
And may you always find the way.

"God’s various gifts are handed out everywhere; but they all originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various 
ministries are carried out everywhere; but they all originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various expressions of 
power are in action everywhere; but God himself is behind it all. Each person is given something to do 
that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits." (1 Corinthians 12:4-7, The Message)

I give thanks for the diversity and the depth of the gifts we are given through one another in this 
congregation!  Our ministries, our witness and our service to the world are only made possible when 
everyone shares the gifts they have been given.  This is one reason that transitions can be tricky things 
- it is tough to say goodbye to those with whom we have shared our common work for a season.  And 
yet, we do so celebrating their gifts as much as looking forward to the gifts newcomers will bring.  

Rev. Dick Storment has now officially retired from his work as our Minister of Pastoral Care, and he 
leaves us with this note of thanksgiving and joy...
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UPDATESPRAYERS
PRAYERS OF CELEBRATION
 · Joshua Ellis Rieke, great 
  grandson of Al and Pat Rieke, 
  born May 27 in Germany.
 · Brigitte Charboneau and Bailey 
  Lake had a new baby boy to 
  their family last Sunday.
 · Celebration of new life: Rev. 
  Jeremy and Chelsea will make 
  it a party of five this December 
  with an expected sibling to 
  Anjali and Caeli. 

PRAYERS OF SYMPOTHY
 · Dorothy Freed passed away on 
  Saturday, June 3. We offer 
  prayers of love and support for 
  her surviving family.

PRAYERS OF CONCERN
 · Carrie Saito fell and has had a 
  hip replaced and is now in 
  rehab.
 · Richard Ottaviano had gall 
  bladder stint removed and is 
  now home.   
 · David Qualls was hospitalized 
  for respiratory problems and is 
  now home.
 · Evelyn Fisher, mother of Barb 
  Jenkins and Marsha Naito was 
  hospitalized for tests.  

CONTINUED PRAYERS 
 · Ellen Zeller
 · Laurie Newcomer
 · Mark Paulin
 · Kathryn Liddicoet
 · Gary Strayer Curtis

CONFIRMANDS 2017!

FAREWELL TO REV JEREMY

Sunday June 25 | 8:30 & 10:30 am
Join us as we bid farewell to Rev. 
Jeremy after five years of serving 
as our Minister of Discipleship. 
Jeremy begins as Pastor at First 
UMC, Seattle, on July 1. 
A reception will be held for Rev. 
Jeremy, Chelsea, Anjali, and Caeli 
after the 10:30 service.

FREE ENERGY KIT SIGNUPS
June 11 | 11:30 am | Collins Hall
Save money on your energy costs 
by signing up for a free Energy Saver 
kit from Energy Trust at the Planet 
Church table in Collins Hall after 
worship. The kit includes several LED 
lights and a water-saving shower 
head.  

Back left - right: Nick Hutchison, Matthew Friar, Alexander Clarke
Front left - right: Ridley Liu, Lauren McClure

This year five youth were confirmed and received as full members of the 
church. We celebrate with them and their families for their hard work! 
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CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Friday, June 16
Will be providing and sharing 
dinner with the Portland Family 
Shelter

NAOMI CIRCLE
Thursday, June 22
Terwilliger Plaza - Club Room
2:00 pm
Program:  "Yesterday's Tomorrow," 
a look at pathways toward  peace 
and serenity in the midst of 
change. Presented by Christine 
Salas, Terwilliger Plaza's Director 
of Community Social Services. 
Chair: Colleen Foster, 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Wednesday, June 28
12:30 pm - Lunch (please bring 
cash to pay for your meal) Meet at 
Albertina Kerr for the last meeting 
of the fiscal year
Contact: Linda Anderson that you 
will be attending. 

RUTH CIRCLE
Wednesday, June 21
Room 202 - 12:00 PM 
Program: Program planning for 
2017-2018 year
Bring a sack lunch. Dessert and 
beverages are provided. Chair: 
Jeanette Chardon

PLANNING TEAM
Wednesday, June 28
Room 110 - 10:00 AM 

REV. ALEX AWAD: PALESTINE  UNITED
   METHODIST
  WOMEN 
CALENDAR

July 23 | Noon | Fireside Room
Rev. Alex Awad, a retired GBGM 
missionary who served as Dean 
of Bethlehem Bible College for 
more than 30 years, will speak on 
10 practical ways churches can 
respond to the Israel/Palestine 
crisis. An internationally known 
speaker and writer, Rev. Awad 
is the author of two books and 
numerous articles on the conflict 
and on Christians in the Holy Land, 
theology of the Land, Christian 
Zionism and interfaith dialogue.

mailto:office%40fumcpdx.org?subject=Subscribe%20to%20CR%20by%20E-Mail
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WORSHIP
SERVICES SERMON SERIES MUSIC

8:30 & 10:30 SERVICES
Join us for worship every Sunday 
at 8:30 am in the Chapel for a 
more informal style of worship, 
complete with a time of 
response to the sermon, lots of 
congregational singing with piano 
accompaniment, and a weekly 
celebration of communion.  At 
10:30 we worship in the Sanctuary 
in a more formal style with organ 
and choir music along with 
preaching, liturgy and children’s 
sermon.  

JULY SERMON SERIES
In July the sermons will focus on 
The Real Social Network, as we 
explore the power of Christian 
community and the challenges we 
face in a time of rapid change:
 • July 2 – From Luddite to 
  Hipster, with inspiration from 
  Isaiah 43 and Ephesians 6
 • July 9 – Friend Requests, as our 
  new Minister of Discipleship 
  preaches his first sermon here
 • July 16 – Tweets From Our 
  Tribe, taking our cue from 
  Matthew 5
 • July 23 – Snapchats Worth a 
  Thousand Words, again 
  drawing on Matthew 5
 • July 30 – LinkedIn For Good, 
  with direction from 1Peter 2 
  and Colossians 3

AUGUST SERMON SERIES

The month of August join us in 
worship for People’s Choice, a 
series of sermons on topics you 
requested, along with your chance 
to sing your favorite hymns.

SUMMER CHOIR
Sunday, June 18th, at 9:15 am 
the Chancel Choir becomes 
the Summer Choir.  If you have 
wanted to sing in the choir, but 
can’t get to Thursday evening 
rehearsals this is your chance!  All 
are invited and welcome to come 
and sing.  The choir rehearses an 
anthem to sing for worship that 
morning.

THE ANNUAL CHOIR RETREAT
Retreat dates are Friday evening, 
September 8th and Saturday, 
September 9th. The choir will 
read through music that will be 
sung during the Fall and Advent/
Christmas seasons, eat together 
other and have a great time in 
community! We invite anyone that 
would like to sing in the choir this 
year to come to the retreat!

SANCTUARY BELLS 
Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 
6 pm in room 202, and will play 
for worship on June 18.

HANDBELL CONFERENCE
The Sanctuary Bells are rehearsing 
for the Area X Handbell 
Conference in Corvallis July 7-9. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS

MINISTRY CELEBRATION & 
CHARGE CONFERENCE!

Tuesday June 20 | 6 pm | Room 202
It’s the end of the year and time 
to celebrate! Bring a potluck dish 
and hear what over 20 ministry 
areas want to celebrate from the 
past year. Then stay for our yearly 
conference to vote on our church 
lay leadership for 2017-2018. 

Sunday June 25 | 8:30 & 10:30 am
Join us as we bid farewell to Rev. 
Jeremy after five years of serving 
as our Minister of Discipleship. 
Jeremy begins as Pastor at First 
UMC, Seattle, on July 1. 
A reception will be held for Rev. 
Jeremy, Chelsea, Anjali, and Caeli 
after the 10:30 service.

FIRST CHURCH ORIENTATION 

Sunday July 9 | Noon | Room 202
New to First Church? Longtime 
visitor looking to get more involved? 
We offer First Church Orientations 
bimonthly just for you! We gather 
after Sunday worship for a light 
lunch (hosted by our Newcomers 
Team), presentation and Q&A with 
our clergy, and a guided building 
tour. Child care is provided and we 
conclude by about 1:30 pm RSVP 
with Rev Donna at dpritchard@
fumcpdx.org by July 5.  

END OF YEAR NEWCOMERS

Sunday July 9 | 11:30 am | Collins
Our new Minister of Discipleship, 
Rev. Joshua Kinsgley (left) and and 
Minister of Pastoral Care, Rev. 
Andy Oliver (right) are here and 
we want to celebrate! Come greet 
them in worship for both the 8:30 
am and 10:30 am services. After 
worship Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee hosts a special 
welcome reception.  Be sure to 
wear your name tags all summer, 
and stop by to introduce yourself! 
If you need a replacement name 
tag, you can order them through 
the front office, 503-228-3195 
x221, or office@fumcpdx.org. 

WELCOME REV JOSHUA KINGSLEY & REV ANDREW OLIVER

FAREWELL TO REV JEREMY
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OUTREACH

FREE ENERGY KIT SIGNUPS
June 11 | 11:30 am | Collins Hall

Save money on your energy costs 
by signing up for a free Energy Saver 
kit from Energy Trust at the Planet 
Church table in Collins Hall after 
worship. The kit includes several 
LED lights and a water-saving 
shower head.  

PRIDE PARADE

Sunday June 18 | 10:30 am 
beginning at 10:30 am. service 
First Church of Portland will again 
be hosting a large group at this 
annual celebration of LGBTQ 
identity and solidarity in the midst 
of aggression. There are plans in 
place for a short flash-mob style 
dance, and all who wish to can 
participate. The marchers will be 
commissioned during the 10:30 
service and will leave early to 
march. See you then!

FOOD BANK

Saturday July 15 | 9:30 am
Portland Food Bank
Several times per year, our Church 
and Society team organizes 
trips to volunteer at the Oregon 
Food Bank, serving in the food 
re-packing room with other 
community minded volunteers.  
Bulk food received by the Food 
Bank is packaged into family sized 
portions to be distributed to 
hungry Oregon families. If you’d 
like to join us for this, contact Rev. 
Josh after July 1.

GREATHOUSE INTERN 
FORUM
August 20 | 12 pm | Fireside Room

First Church funds two internships 
every year so that young people 
can get life experience and benefit 
a local non-profit. Our two interns 
this year are Sienna Barber (left) 
and Isabel Klein (right). Come hear 
of their experiences this summer 
at a forum with presentations and 
Q&A time. A light lunch will be 
served by the Church and Society 
committee for Social Justice.

OLIVE OIL SALE

July 16 | 11:30 am | Collins Hall
Global Missions Committee will 
be selling organic, first press, 
free trade, Olive Oil made by 
Palestinian farmers in Collins Hall 
after the 10:30 worship service.   
Help support these farmers by 
purchasing their products! All 
profits are donated to Advance 
Special mission projects in 
Palestine.   

REV. ALEX AWAD: PALESTINE

July 23 | Noon | Fireside Room
Rev. Alex Awad, a retired GBGM 
missionary who served as Dean of 
Bethlehem Bible College for more 
than 30 years, will speak on 10 
practical ways how churches can 
respond to the Israel/Palestine 
crisis. An internationally known 
speaker and writer, Rev. Awad 
is the author of two books and 
numerous articles on the conflict 
and on Christians in the Holy Land, 
theology of the Land, Christian 
Zionism and interfaith dialogue.

PLANET CHURCH CHURCH & SOCIETY GLOBAL MISSIONS

RECONCILING
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CHILDREN

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays, June 18 – September 3 
During the summer months, 
Children’s Sunday School is offered 
during the 10:30 am worship service 
for children 3 years old through 
incoming fourth graders. The 
following classes are based on the 
grade students will be entering: 
 • 3s - Pre K & K: Room 208
 • 1st – 2nd Grade: Room 206
 • 3rd – 4th Grade: Room 133 

Adult and youth volunteers are 
needed to make Sunday School an 
enjoyable experience for all! If you 
would like to spend one or more 
Sundays with a group of students, 
please contact Megan. Sunday 
School curriculum and supplies are 
provided.

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL TRAINING 
August 27 | 12 pm | Room 202
Do you enjoy working with children 
and youth? Do you like thinking 
about the Bible, and teaching? If 
so, you should be a First Church 
Sunday School Teacher! Over 
50 volunteers make our Sunday 
School Program a success for both 
students and teachers. Working in 
teams, teachers are provided with 
curriculum and support for their 
classes. If you would like to know 
more about become a Sunday 
School Teacher, please attend our 
Training Session Sunday, August 27 
at noon in Room 202. Lunch will be 
provided. All teachers, veterans and 
new teachers, should plan to attend 
from 12 pm – 1 pm New teachers, 
plan to stay for an additional 30 
mins.

FAMILY BACKYARD BBQ
Saturday, July 29 | 4pm
Location: TBD

All First Church families are invited 
to attend a potluck BBQ. Bring a 
dish and come ready to play games, 
meet other first church families, and 
enjoy an afternoon of relaxation in 
the sun. RSVP With Megan Jones at 
mjones@fumcpdx.org. 

KIDS DAY CAMP
Monday – Friday, August 21-25
Children Pre K through completed 
6th grade are invited to take part in 
a fun week filled with learning, play, 
songs, and creativity. Registration 
for a half day camp or a full day 
camp is available. 

Our half day camp, 9:00 AM – 
Noon, is a FREE camp located at 
FUMC. Students will participate in 
fun rotations, much like the style of 
a typical vacation bible school, with 
bible party, music, creative station, 
games and snacks, etc. 
The all day camp, 9:00 AM – 5:00 
PM will begin with VBS, followed by 
lunch and an afternoon field trip. 
Our field trip locations will include 
The Oregon Zoo, the Children’s 
Museum, Playdate PDX, Glowing 
Greens, and a Friday movie. The 
cost for the full day camp is $20 
per day. For both of our camps, 
attending every day is encouraged, 
but not required. If you are not 
in need of a full day camp each 
day, you may pick and choose the 
days your child attends. For more 
information about our Kid’s Camp 
or for registration information, 
please contact Megan. Registration 
forms are available in the church 
office or online.

SUNDAY SCHOOL KID’S DAY CAMP

Sundays, August 13, 20, & 27
Families in Action will be 
collecting school supplies to 
assist a local Portland Schools 
and PHFS families. Supplies will 
be collected and distributed to 
teachers to be handed out to 
students as needed.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
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YOUTH

PDX CITY SERVICE WEEK 

Monday – Friday July 24-28
All youth, entering 7th grade 
through completed 12th grade are 
invited to participate in a week 
of local service to our Portland 
community.  Meet at the church 
each morning at 9:00 am, prepared 
for a day of volunteerism. Each 
day, we will be partnering with 
a nonprofit, learning about the 
organization, and working with 
them. Several afternoons, we will be 
doing fun activities around the city. 

SMITH RIVER CA

August 5-12, 2017
Several of our youth and youth 
volunteers will be travelling to Smith 
River, CA to join the many groups 
volunteering through Sierra Service 
Projects this summer. Students 
will be divided into teams, working 
on construction based projects, 
learning new skills, and making 
new friends. If you would like to 
learn more about this trip, or make 
a contribution towards the cost, 
please contact Megan. 

FUMC YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT 

Friday, June 23 | 7:00 pm
Join us for movie night. Dinner and 
snacks provided. 

WAKEBOARDING
 TRIP 
August 26
10 am Detroit Lake
This summer Youth and their 
families are invited for a day of 
wakeboarding at Detroit Lake! For 
more information see Megan Jones.  

VOLUNTEER MISSION TRIP SUMMER ACTIVITIES

CAMPS & RETREATS

OREGON-IDAHO CAMPS & 
RETREATS MINISTRIES
Our Oregon Idaho Conference offers 
many great camps throughout the 
summer for people of all ages. Here 
are some of the camps members of 
FUMC will be attending. For more 
information and registration go to 
WWW.GOCAMPING.ORG. 

CAMP MAGRUDER, 
ROCKAWAY BEACH
4th of July Family Camp – July  2- 5
Get away with the family this holiday 
for restful fun on the Oregon Coast. 
Get to know other families as you 
share in fun activities like swimming, 
boating, crafts, beach time, archery, 
and campfire.

MADD Camp – July 9 -15
(Music, Art, Dance & Drama) 
For completed 8 – 12 graders 
A place where teenagers express 
themselves artistically with friends 
their age and staff members.

Grand Camp – June 16-18 
or August 4-6 From crafts to hikes, 
from s’mores to sandcastles, all of 
the fun experiences we’ve prepared 
are just a part of the ways young 
and old will have meaningful time 
together at this family camp. 

Elementary Camp – August 6 – 11
Ages 9-12. The first time many 
campers experience the joys of a 
week-long camp. Counselors will 

accompany campers through games, 
activities, meals, new friendships, 
evening campfires, worship..

SUTTLE LAKE, SISTERS 
Summer Camp  – July 17-22
Ages 9 – 17 Summer Camp 
combines classic camp activities with 
meaningful Christian community. 
Campers are grouped by age, and 
provided a safe  environment where 
they can explore the natural world 
and practice working with others.

Intro Camp  – July 24-27
Ages 7-10 This intro camp is an 
abbreviated Summer Camp for those 
wanting a shorter option. 
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ALL-CHURCH GATHERINGS

ALL -  CHURCH BIKE RIDE
Sunday July 9 | 12:30 pm
Grab your bike and pack a lunch for 
a “First Church Cyclists” bike tour, 
co-sponsored by Planet Church and 
Children and Family Ministries. We 
will meet at Sellwood Riverfront 
Park after worship, at about 
12:30pm, gathering at the parking 
lot on Oaks Park Way, just north of 
SE Spokane. There we will have a 
picnic lunch before we set out on a 
leisurely ride up the Springwater on 
the Willamette Trail to the Tilikum 
Crossing, and back. We hope this 
flat, 7 mile, pedestrian path, ride 
(with optional Tilikum Crossing side 
trip) will be suitable for most riders. 
For more information, contact 
Megan Jones at mjones@fumcpdx.
org. 

DANCE OF THE DECADES 
Saturday July 28 | 7 pm | TBA
Put on your dancing shoes, dress 
as your favorite decade, and get to 
know our new clergy at this family 
friendly event.  We’ll dance through 
the 1940’s all the way to the 
current tunes.  No skill is required.  
Donations will be accepted to 
support Planet Church’s actions 
regarding Climate Justice. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
SPONSOR COFFEE HOUR
Sundays in July | 11:30 am 
Collins Hall
Every Sunday in July, a UMW circle 
or group will sponsor coffee hour. 
Come hear of these different groups 
and enjoy their refreshments 
offered!

FIRST CHURCH PICNIC

Saturday August 19 | 11 am
Beaverton Park & Farmer’s Market
All First Church families & friends 
are invited to attend a fun day in the 
sun. The park provides a playground 
area with swings, slides, etc. as well 
as a splash pad. Bring swimsuits/
water-wear if you would like to play 
in the water. Families can choose 
to bring a picnic lunch for their 
family or explore the food carts and 
booths at the Beaverton Farmer’s 
Market.

WHAT’S NEW! FELLOWSHIP



         
           

            
            

COMPASSION & REFLECTION
July 9 - 30 | 9 am | Room 110
Join in 40 days of intentional 
discernment and journaling 
about yourself, your place at 
First Church, and how you can 
better transform your community. 
Discussion and classes will be led 
by members of our Sanctuary 
Cohort. Journals will be available 
in the narthex and online.

CHRISTIANITY IN A 
CHANGING WORLD
Sundays |  9:00 am | Room 202.
Christianity in a Changing World 
class will be reading How to Read 
the Bible & Still Be a Christian by 
John Dominic Crossan. 

WHY OUTREACH MATTERS  - 
TO YOU
August 6 - 27 | 9:30 am | Room 110
Each Sunday in August, a different 
Outreach team will offer a 101 class 
on why their outreach area matters 
to the wider world and how you can 
get connected with it. 
 · Why care for LGBTQ inclusion? 
  with Reconciling – August 6
 · Why care for missionaries and 
  missions? with Global Missions 
  – August 13
 · Why care for Homelessness and 
  Hunger? with Church and 
  Society · August 20
 · Why care for the Environment? 
  with Planet Church – August 27

Have you ever visited First Church 
Library?  It is a great place to find a 
good book to read or to have quiet 
time on Sunday mornings before 
worship.  We invite you to stop by 
and take a look at our collection.  
You might be surprised at what you 
will find.  In addition to the Bibles 
and reference books you might 
expect to find in a church library, 
we also have fiction, biographies, 
spiritual memoirs, books in support 
of First Church programs (e.g., 
Reconciling Ministries), children’s 
books, and many others.  UMW 
reading program and Stephen 
Ministry titles are also available to 
be checked out.  Stop by and visit.

CLASSES LIBRARY

ADULT EDUCATION 
OPPORTUNITIES
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